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OT all the affembled beautiés of heas 
| ven and earth, nor the moſt ſtupen- 
dous objects of the vaſt univerſe, claim our 
M praiſe or demand our admiration ſo much, 
as the myſtery of redemption, The &ye 
ſurveys, with wonder, the wide expanſe of 
the firmament, the etherial ſky, the ſplen- 
did ſun, and all the bright orbs, that roll 
with ſuch regularity and velocity in the 
ſolar ſyſtem. But, the truth, that over- 
whelms the imagination, and confounds all 
the powers of - reaſon, is, that Hs, who 
ſtretched out the heavens as a curtain, who 
weighs the mountains in ſcales and the hills 
in a balance, who holds the ocean in the 

Vor. we. B © hollow 
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hollow of his hand, and, by his word, con- 
trouls the proudeſt ſwellings of the great 
deep; who poiſes the earth in air, and tak- 
eth up the iſlands as ſo many atoms ;—that 
Hz, by whom thrones, principalities, pow- 
ers, dominions, with all the hierarchies of 
heaven, were created, ſhould veil his glori- 
ous godhead in human nature, and be at 
once the Creator of the univerſe and the 
Redeemer of ſinners! ſhould exchange * the 
form of Gop“ for the ** form of a ſervant, 
and be made in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh!” C 
Well might an inſpired: philoſopher, while Z | 
contemplating the glory of the nocturnal 3 
heavens, and viewing by faith the condeſ- 
cenſion of the Gop that made them, who 
ſtooped to earth to vilit the human race 3 
with his choiceſt bleſſin gs—well might he 
exclaim, in the language of gratitude and 
aſtoniſhment, Loxp, what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the ſon of 
man that thou viſiteſt him-? Palm viii. 4+ 

5 | An; 


tn 

An additional illuſtration of tlie duAu- 
vkvx of our ſubject, is the teſtimony which 
all the prophets bear to the perſon and ſal- 
vation of Jzsvs; and the eagerneſs with 
which even the hoſts of heaven contemplate 
the myſtery of redemption, Of which 
ſalvation the prophets have inquired and 
ſearched diligently, who prophecied of the 
grace that ſhould come unto you: ſearch= 
ing what or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Chriſt which was in them did ſignify, when 
it teſtified before-hand the ſufferings of Chriſt 
and the glory that ſhould follow. Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unto them- 
ſelves; but unto us they did miniſter the 
things which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the gopel unto 
you with the Holy Ghoſt ſerit down from 
heaven ; which things the angels deſite to 
look into.” 1 Peter i. 10, 11, 12. 
When angels ſaw this fair and ſtupendous 
univerſe ariſe from ths all-forming hand of 

| B v5 Jenovang 


| . 
Jenovan, being. themſelves a part of that 
glorious creation which bore ſuch brilliant 
marks of the wiſdom and majeſty of the 
divine Architect, the morning: ſtars ſang 
together, and all the ſons of Gop ſhouted 
for joy.” How great muſt have been their 
aſtoniſhment, when, upon the introduction 
of ſin which marred the moral image of Y 
Deity in the little world, and brought diſ- F 
order into the works of nature, they ſaw I 
their Creator quit his celeſtial throne, re- 1 
linquiſh «the form of Gov,” and leave the 
| ſkies, to clothe bis godhead with humanity, 
| and die for man! This was the unfathom- 
able myſtery of redeeming love, which St. 
Peter ſays, they deſire to look into.” To 
repreſent the deep and holy awe with which 
they view it, two cherubs were placed on 
the extremities of the golden lid of the ark 
which was called „ the mercy-ſeat,” with 
wings extended to form a canopy for the 
Jhechinah or cloud. of the divine preſence ;_ ] 
EE and | 


1 


auld with their heads inclining towards the. 
ark, a poſture that denoted the reverence 
and ſolicitude with which angels contem- 
plate the myſterious : realities exhibited un- 
der thoſe ſymbols of the law, 

Cuxisr CRUCIFIED is our true propitia- 


atory, and his atoning blood, the mercy- 
eat, that interpoſes between the demands 
cf the law and thoſe who have broken it, to, 
ſhield them from its curſe and to bring 
them within the bond of a new coyenant, 


F where mercy preſides, and a diſpenſation of 
3 grace ſuperſedes the temporary glory of the 
2 | economy of Moſes, The two tables of the 
I | law, the pot of manna, and Aaron's rod, 


all preſerved within the ark, were intended 


1 | perhaps, to ſhew the completion of the law 
3 in the heart and life of CHRIST, and in him 
3 | only, as our juſtifying righteouſneſs, - the 
1 | accompliſhment of the end for which the 
| | Aaronical prieſthood was ordained, and the 
= abolition of the Levitical order by the ſuper 
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rior and unchangeable prieſthood of Jz=gus. 
Oznisr ; ;—and the Manner, in which Gon 
hath provided for the wants of periſhing 
ſinners, by giving them his Son „ the true 
bread from heaven ;* of whom the manna 
was a type, as well in the extraordinary 
manner and diſtreſsful occaſion on which it 
was unexpectedly and undeſervedly beſtow- 
ed, as in its furprifing accommodation not 

enly to the neceſſities but alfo to the taſte 
of the multitudes who gathered it. Tam 
the bread af life,” fays the glorious Anti- 
type. His origin is from above, and the 
proviſion of his grace, is richer than © an- 
gels' food to them that believe; though to 
tuch as ( ſtumble at the croſs. and diſbe- 
Hheve the goſpel,” it becomes e eventually 
« the ſavor of death : * That the Iſraelites 
thould at laft 40 loathe? the manna, and 


Cnzis7 erucified be deſpiſed and rejected of = * 


men, are two events ſo extraordinary, that 1 
one could * N the hiſtory of 
either, = 


— 


8 
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eſther, did we not know that the human 
heart is capable of fpurning the richeſt be- 
nefits of heaven, and that to rejet Cnersr 
is the moſt prominent proof of human a- 
Poſtaſy. 5 * i 

When the ſymbol of the mercy-ſeat was 
realized in the Sox of Gop our great pro- 
pitiatory, the world ſaw viſibly the ſub- 
ſtance of every ritual ſhadow, and the only 
way through which ſinners could hold com- 
munion with Gop, or obtain his favor. 


Custer is now © held forth” in the goſpel 
Xx e as a PROPITIATION;” and “ faith in his 
3 | Flood” as an atonement for fin is made the 
2 grand teſt of human obedience, The rejec- 
tion of him is the moſt aggravated guilt ; 
3 and unbelief, which leads to that rejection, 
x | is the epitome of every blaſphemy, and is 
2 in itſelf the root, and the compendium of 


all diſobedience. 
What unbelievers reject and deſpiſe, an- 


gels view with admiration and with homage; 
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and all the company of heaven contemplate 
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philob, my announced his nativity as the 
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„ 
and what proud reaſon excludes from the 
claſs of myſteries, cherubim and ſeraphim 


as unſearchable. Theſe bleſſed ſpirits “ de- 
fire to look o theſe things,” not with 
yain curioſity, but with reverential awe ; = 
not as ſuppoſing them within the ſphere of U 
their comprehenſion ; ; but as exhibiting a 3 EF 


ſeries of wonders, which overwhelm thought = - 


while they charm it, and leave all its pow- Wn 
ers abſorbed in wonder, love, and praiſe. 1 | 
In the ſame ſentence in which: St. Paul A * 
Jays, „Great is the MvsrExx of godlineſs, f 1 
Gop was MANIFEST IN THE FLESH,” he adds, 2 
5 ſeen of angels.“ They ſaw him and ſung [ 
his praiſe, at creation. They ſaw and they I E 
worſhipped him, when incarnate. ** Glory = 
to Gov in the higheſt” was the ſubject of Ml * 
their chora] anthem, when he was born. 
And, becauſe peace on earth” was to be x 
the effect of the death of the illuſtrious f 


* 
r 


moſt | 


B "4a 1] 
he | moſt glorious event that ever took place 
im from the beginning of time or the founda- 
ite tion of the world; an event in which were 
F wrapt up the deareſt intereſts of mankind ; 
th , and by which the moſt exalligg honors were 
to be paid to his truth, his juſtice, and his 
1 7 | mercy. They ſaw him, with infinite anxi- 
ety, enter the wilderneſs, to be tempted of 
tue Devil; and they ſaw him, with infinite 
5 delight, quit that great ſcene of trial, vic- 
torious. They miniſtered to him” in his 


3 wants, they ſympathized with him in his 
© ſorrows, and hailed him in his triumphs. 
They beheld, with aſtoniſhment, his humi- 
2 liation, and ſaw his heart transfixt with wo ; 
3 conſoled him amidſt the horrors of Gethſe- 
9 mane, and environed his croſs, as aſtoniſhed 
IX ſpeRators of that ſcene of unutterable de- 
9 | baſement and diſtreſs, They watched with 
W infinite curioſity every Rage of his media- 
torial undertaking, and attended his foot- 
Fe through all the parts of his eventful 
| life ; 


{ w ) 
Hfe; wondering where this ſcene of love 
would at laſt end.” They attended him in 
His triumphant reſurrection from the dead; 


and ſaw him burſt the bars of death which 


none had ever burſt before; they brought 
his triumphal chariot from on high, and 
bore him on their wings to that eternal 
throne, to which his ſufferings and his vic- 
tories on earth gave him a new and undiſ- 
puted title; while, in his glorious aſcen- 
ſion the enraptured ſpectators of his tri- 
umphs ſung, Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, even lift them up ye everlaſting doors, 
and the King of Glory ſhall come in.“ 
Then, were fulfilled the words of the 
Pſalmiſt, The chariots of Gov are twenty 
thouſand, even thouſands of angels, and 


the Lorp is among them as in Sinai the 


Holy. place. Thou haſt aſcended up on 
high, thou haſt led captivity captive.” Pſa, 
Ixviii. 17, 18. Epheſ. iv. 8. There he 
reigns as the head of the church triumphant 
| 5 and 


I a 
ind militant, and in his glorified humani- 
ty receives the homage of heaven, Every 
1j, golden harp is tuned to celebrate his praiſe 
h | and every crown caſt at his feet. The hea- 
it ven and the heaven of heayens reſounded 


d | with his name, and all the hierarchies above: 
in one united chorus of joyful acclama- 


— 4 tions welcomed him to his throne, and 
- E | placed the crown of ſalvation upon that- 
— 1 | Hlaſtrious head, which alone is worthy to 
. F wear it. It is to his ſolemn inauguration, 
þ 'A as the glorified Head of the Church, that 


we following ſublime paſſage in the Reve- 
oF 2ation of St. John evidently alludes. © And 
I heard the voice of many angels round about 
W the throne, and the number of them 
was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying with a loud 
voice, Won rur 18 THR Lams that was ſſain ta 
receive power and riches and wiſdom and 
ſtrength and honour and, glory and bleſſing. 
And every creature whieck is in heeven, and on 
| tie 
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the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as 
are in the ſea, and all that are in them 
heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing and honour and 
Lor and power BE unto him that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lams for ever 
and ever. Rev. v. 11, 12, 13. - | 

Such, and ſo highly exalted, is that | 
Saviour, whom we preach, whom angels 
worſhipped at his nativity, whom they at- 
tended in his temptation, his agonies, his 
triumphs, his aſcenſion, and at whoſe feet 
they now throw their brighteſt honors ; A | 
whom ſaints revere, and whom even devils . 
confeſſed to be ** the HoLy One of God,” 


even at the time when the proſpe& of 


ſtanding before him as their Fudge filled 


them with torment and with terror. Can 


we then ſuppoſe, in conſiſtency with ſcrip- 
ture, that amidſt ſuch honors, which in- 
clude the ſongs of the redeemed and the 
homage of heaven, which give him the 
higheſt titles and attribute to him the works 

| | and 


„ 
and perfections of Deity; which put the 
9 ſceptre of the univerſe into his hand, and 
aſcribe ** glory” to him in the higheſt ; can 
we, 1 fay, ſuppoſe, that he is only a man 
or a deified creature? Can we ſuppoſe, 
that JeHovan would command him to be 
i | worſhipped, even when he made himſelf 
lower than angels,” if he were not Gop? 
0 | Would he, who in the firſt precept of the 


1 law enjoined the adoration of one God, 
et 

untroduce idolatry, by commanding his Son 

: to be worſhipped, if he were not, by an in- 

. comprehenſible union, of the fame nature 


5 4 : with the Father ? Did the ſun hide his 


JJ 
2 face, and heaven and earth ſympathize with 
him on the croſs, only to announce to the 
5 


= world, that he who ſuffered was a mere 
1 man? Were prophets inſpired and apoſ- 
1 tles ſent to work miracles in the name of 
3 Ixsus, and by a power immediately derived 
from him, if he were but a creature? Can a 
nere man, whoſe exiſtence perſonal and lo- 
E: ; cal 


t 4} = | 
tal muſt be circumſcribed, and who is now il 


in the higheſt heavens, be nevertheleſs pre- * | 


ſent © WHEREVER two or three are met in 
his name? Can we believe that he is Je- 
Hovan's fellow,“ that all things were cre- | 


ated by him,” and that = judgment is com- th. 
mitted to him,” and yet that he is but man? 


No. Before we can give in to this degrad- WW 


ing idea of the Sox of God, we muſt per- 
vert the plaineſt ſcripture teſtimony, or ; i 
make it ſpeak the moſt contradictory lan- 3 
guage ; we muſt abuſe feaſon by ſetting i I ar 


up as a judge of revelation, or affign to it 


the office of exploring the myſteties of Go 3 28 
and of rejecting them if they claim the at- 
tribute of incomprehenſibility; we muſt be- 1 | 
lieve, that the grandeſt diſpenſations, the 


moſt important revolutions, the ſublimeſt 3 


myſteries, and the moſt portentous figns itt 3 0 
heaven and earth were made ſubſervient to 
an end inadequate to the glory and ſolem- . 


nity which introduced them, and abſolutehy WW 


incon- 


E 
W inconſiſtent with the wiſdom which ordained 
mem; we muſt expoſe our cauſe, the ſa« 


in cred and glorious cauſe of Chriſtianity, to 
Je- [the triumph of infidels, or refign up, to- 
6: their capricious and unhallowed demands, 


the moſt important myſteries of the ever- 
p {Waſting goſpel, + 5 
Knut, before we can do this, which Go 
orbid that it ſhould ever enter into the 
imagination of the thoughts of our hearts 
** | to do!--we muſt give up every hope of 
2 1 pardon: and every bright proſpe& of future 
in mortality, ſince the foundation of both is 
Whe animating truth, that God was in 
2HRIST reconciling the world unto him- 
mr And what ſhould we getzin exchange 
or this dear ſacriſice? what would be 2 


Þ& nee to our name as Chriſtians, and à 
A Fach to our profeſſion as believers in 
naisr and members of a happy religious 
Ta⸗bliment, which, I truſt, ſhall ſtand- 
frm and n. againſt” the unrighteous 
Ws aſſaults 
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aſſaults and impotent predictions of its tur- | 1 


bulent adverſaries, as long as ** the gates of | 
hell ſhall not prevail againſt that baſis of all 


revealed truth, that © CHRIST is the SON OF 
THE LIVING Gop.“ By the exchange, we 


ſhould advance towards the very confines of 
Deiſm, and be better qualified for aſſociat - : | 


ing with the unitarian brotherhood of Ma- = 
hometans. We ſhould then exalt natural 


religion above revealed, and, to ſhew how I 


rational we were, ſhould aim at © being Gods” 
in wiſdom, by making blaſphemy againſt % 

Cnz15T the beſt mode of corivetting infidels, x 4 

We ſhould then, throw down all the ſacred $ . 
barriers of our national church, to admit 

with greater eaſe that © wild boar out of the 3 
wood” Infidelity, with all the heretical mon- 
ſters which follow in its train, ready for the I 1 
prey, and ripe for the deſtruction of “ a 7 
vine,“ once brouglit up out of Egypt, Y 


planted by a divine hand, and watered with F 
the blood of martyrs, + =—_ 
: _Trel 


. Goſpel e claims an infinite pre- 
nence above all other ſyſtems, not only 
by the ſublimity and purity of its doctrines; 
but alſo by the motives which they enforce, 


we 

of ] and the wonderful influence which the Holy 
7 al Spirit gives. them in ſubduing the paſſions, 
1 Wn difying the affections, and governing the 
2 


whole converſation. The goſpel as a yen 


| of infinite mercy and redeeming grace pre- 
| + Fuppoſes the guilt and moral depravity ok 


E auman nature; which, if not admitted as 2 
| ranch of evangelical truth, would make the 
| Fedemption of the Son of Gov an unneceſ⸗ 
Wary undertaking, and all the ſufferings of 
| 4 his death, ſuperfluous. « All the world is 
| b become guilty before Gov,” ſays St. Paul; - 
I and the venerable authority of our Reform- 


TT 
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the 9 ers aſſerts, in direct oppoſition to the hereſy 
* 7 pf Pelagians, that man 18 very far gone 
pt, | a from original righteouſneſs, and is of his 
ith 4 ben nature inclined to evil” The under 
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Bu, 1 
ſtanding, will, and affe&ions, are in dark- | j 
neſs and diſorder, The paſſions overpower (| | 
the dictates of reaſon and conſcience in the 
profane, and * the ſtrong man armed” never 
keeps his palace in more profound b 5 1 
and ſecurity, than when he makes it the 1 
habitation of ſeli-rightequſneſs in the hearts I 
of thoſe who have“ the form of godlineſs 
but deny the power of it.“ The pretenſion 
of the wiſe are cut off by the declaration, . 
that the things of the Spirit of Gop are 
Jooliſineſs to the natural man, and that he 
cannot know them, becauſe they are piritu- | 
ally diſcerned.” 1 Cor. ii. 14, The boaſtings| q 
of the moral are proved to be vain, as well 
by the demand which the law makes of per- 2 ; 
fect obedience in order to juſtification be- 1 
fore Gop, as by the declaration of the aol 


9 | 
9 de 


tle, that the n mind is unity ai 11 
„ 


whateyer diſtinctions may reſult from ſupe· 7 
: fiarityſ 


5 129 ) 

q | ziority of birth, education, religious profeſ- 
don, or moral decency, they all fall before 
that great truth, which places the whole 
1 1 human race in one melancholy predicament, 
1 | viz. © Jesvs CHRIS came into the world to 
1 | fave SINNERS; and ALL have ſinned and 
Come ſhort of the glory of Gop.“ Sin 
#8 being the tranſgreſſion of the law, all are 
naturally under its curſe, For, „if a man 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.“ And again, 
&* Curſed is every one that continueth not in 
4 4 al things written in the book of the law to 
do them.“ Gal. iii. 10. | 

| To a world of guilty tranfgreſſors the gof- 
Y pel is ſent, as a meſſage from heaven an- 
1 nouncing a proclamation of peace and par- 
don through a Saviour to all that believe 
9 the glorious record. And to all ſuch it is 
the power or Gap unto SALVATION,” or, 
the powerful inſtrument, which divine wiſ- 


4 dom hath choſen, and diyine agency em- 
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wloyn for that oreateſt of all purpoſes, the | 
ſalvation of ſinners. Sin implies guilt, and | 
guilt brings on an obnoxiouſueſs to the | 
penalty of the law; and ** the wages of ſin | 
is death.“ The ſalvation of the Sox of Gov | - 
applies itſelf particularly to the guilty con- þ 
dition of man; | becauſe, as the Redeemer | 1 
4e was made a curſe for us” his death is con- 
ſidered as penal, and his ſubſtituted ſacri- 
fice, the only medium of pardon and recon- 
ciliation. We have redemption through his 1 
blood the forgiveneſs of fins” It argues the 3 
groſſeſt abſurdity and the higheſt preſump- 
tion, to ſuppoſe, that human guilt can be 
pardoned without an adequate reparation 4 
for the injury done to the law, or a pro- 1 
portionate ſatisfaction rendered to the jul- | 
tice of the Divine Law-giver. The ſuppo- I w 
fition reflects the higheſt diſhonor on the | 1 | 
moral government of Deity, and repreſents| { 


8 
1 


Im 
4 
I 31 
1 

5 

2 


the law of heaven as more flexible in u = 
penal ſanctions, and more relaxed in its re- 
b quiſitions | 


Tz 7 
1 quiſitions of obedience -than the laws of 
men; while the great Legiſlator himſelf, 
4 muſt, in conſequence, be leſs ſtudious to 
1 Wbreſerve inviolate the precepts of his law, 
. 1b nd to inflit the merited penalty incurred. 
y a breach of it, than earthly judges are, 
| 1 whoſe ſentence againſt the guilty is always 
1 guided by an inflexible adherence to the 
Hictates of juſtice and by an undeviating- 
| onformity to the demands of the civil law. 
o elude the force of this reaſoning, the 
f ery perſons, whom the law of Gap con- 
* &s of ſin, and whom the goſpel addreſſes 
4 criminals, entertain the precarious and 
| imonorable hope, that ſorrow for fin is 
4 ufficient to the pardon of it, and future 
juſ-M Imendment an adequate recompence for. 
1 daſt diſobedience. . But, fin is a debt: And 
b ho ever heard that a creditor would ad- 
5 | Hit ſorrow for having contraſted a Debt, as 
Wdolitive payment of it? or what law would 
1 releaſe a criminal from the hands of juſtice, 
5 C 3 becauſe 
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( 22 } [ 
becauſe the dread of death extorts confeſſion, 3 
and prompts penitence? or becauſe he pro- 
miſes obedience to thoſe laws which he is 
convicted of having broken? A aiming q 
in the hands of the executioner might as | 
foow expect a reverſion of the ſentence of | 


the law for his ſorrows and his promiſes, as 1 
a tranſgreſſor hope for pardon at the 1 
of 188 . 1 n ov _ for that 


RA 
Ne I; 1 
1 


the hope of the one would be juſtly repro- 1 
bated as ill- founded, and preſumptuous z | 4 0 
the expectations of the other riſe in pre- 
ſumption and in guilt, as they lead the bold 
neee to believe that Go ** will clear 


3 


ror involves: in it the moſt e a 
tion to the truth and righteous — 
of GoDs 
Wh en 3 Dar 


3 „ 
ons 3 When the apoſtle ſays, that“ Gon 1s 
ro- ost and the juſtifer of him that believeth t 
e is 3 Feſus, Nom. iii; 23. were ſorrow and amends 
nal ment the only ſufficient compenſation fot 
t as zn committed; and an adequate ſatisfaction 
of Þ © law and juſtice; St; Paul ſhould have 
0 L nid, in order to frame his doQrines by the 
nds | 3 docinian hypotheſis, that Gop is juſt in 
that 4 uſtifying him who is ſorry for. ſin and reforms 

3 3 And then neither the name of CHRIST nor 
Pelieving in him ſhould have had any place 
the ſacred text; for, the one and the 
1 6 her ſeem abſolutely unneceſſary, upon 
J tt at ſuppoſition But, when the Divine 
F Eaw-giver is repreſented as doing an act of 
4 iet juſtice, when he juſtifies the guilty be- 
1 * in CHRIS, juſtice can only be recons 
b er- Filed with an act of mercy, upon a ſuppo- 
3 tion that the former attribute receiving 4 
Full fatisfaRtion by the death of Him itt 
hom the ſinner believes, there remains no 
bar to the other, though diſplayed in the 
C4 ticheſt 
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becauſe the dread of death extorts confeſſiong 
and prompts penitence? or becauſe he pro- 
miſes obedience to thoſe laws which he is | 1 
oonviéted of ee broken? A criminal, | 
foow expect a reverſion of the ence of | | 
the law for his ſorrows and his promiſes, as 4 
a tranſgreſſor hope for pardon at the hands 
of the Judge of heaven and earth for that 
which neither ſatisfies his juſtice nor com- 
penſates for the violation of the law, If F 
the hope of the one would be juſtly repro | b 
bated as ill-founded, 4 
the expectations of the other riſe in pre- 9 
ſumption and in guilt, as they lead the bold 1 
tranſgreſſor to believe that Gop ** will clear 
the guilt) though he has expreſlly declared 
he will in no wiſe” do ſo; and as his er ; 
Tor involves in it the moſt arrogant oppoſi- 
tion to the truth and righteous government 
of Gop. 4 * 

: e 3 bar 


and preſumptuous; 


( 23 ) 

When the apoſtle ſays, that „ Gop i 
ro= usr and the juſtifer of him that believeth nt 
e is 9 Peſus, Rom. iii 25. were ſortow and amend- 
nal nent the only ſufficient compenſation for 
F n committed; and an adequate ſatisfaction 
Jo law and juſtice; St. Paul ſhould have 
= aid, in order to frame his do@rines by the 
pocinian hypotheſis, that Gop is juſt in 
Juſtifying him who is ſorry for Jin and reforms; 
nd then neither the name of Cnaisr nor 
1 Pelieving in him ſhould have had any place 
A the ſacred text; for, the one and the 
4 6 her ſeem abſolutely unneceſſary, upon 
*® at ſuppoſition» But, when the Divine 

: | aw-giver is repreſented as doing an act of 
7 ict juſtice, when he juſtifies the guilty be- 
eving in Cnxisr, juſtice can only be recon- 
iled with an act of mercy, upon a ſuppo- 
tion that the former attribute receiving a 
full ſatisfaction by the death of Him in 
2 Whom the ſinner believes, there remains no 
1 Bar to the other, though diſplayed in the 
ö — T'< ticheſt 


1 
+. 
On, 


7 24 J 
xicheſt - and moſt extenſive maniſebation; 
Mercy and juſtice meet together in pern 
harmony at the croſs of Jzsvs ; and equally 
_ unite through his all-powerful mediation, || F 
in the juſtification of a believer. Mercy i 1 
erects her throne upon the baſis of juſtice, i + 
and both equally preſide at the tribunal of 1 
the Judge when he pronounces the ſentence 1 7 
of abſolution. Who is he that condemn- 1 | 
eth? it is Cnxisr that DIED,” Rom. viii. 32. Y 
But in the creed of unbelievers, . thoſe twa 
attributes are at eternal variance, and. like 
two parallel lines, never meet; unleſs that 4 | 
can be called juſtice, which pardons the 2 
guilty without any ſatisfaction whatever; Wi 
or that be mercy, which oyerturns its 
throne and ſuperſedes its claims; or un- 
leſs. «© ' FAITH IN THE BLQOD” of the great i F 0 
** pROPITIATION” be no ingredient in the | 
temper and character of them that are | J 
layed, 1 


* 


0 5 
If any ſentiments may be Laid to over- 
turn the very foundations of Chriſtianity, 
| & FOR both law and goſpel, and to ſtrike 
| 1 religion both in its root and branches ; 
FT Whoſe which I am. oppoſing are juſtly and 


ore eſpecially intitled to that imputation. 
| Seriouſly review then, this argument, 
1 The ſcriptures repreſent the whole world as 
| Y under guilt, and “none righteous” in him- 
elf © no not one.” All claims to 2. reco- 
? a lery of the forfeited favor of heaven, found- 
3 CL ON ſorrow for the paſt, or reformation 
4 . the future, are inſufficient; becauſe of 
e unalterable demands of the law and juſ- 


"ION ; Þ Nee of heaven, which like the flaming ſword 
ts 4 lanted at the entrance of Eden, guard the 


8 ternal throne againſt the preſumptuous ac- 


;reat gels of the guilty, Here the Son of Gon 
the nterpoſes. Help was laid upon him as 
are 2 pon one that 1s mighty,” His life Was 2 


$ranſcript of the righteouſneſs of the law, 
23 nd. his death the effect of its imputed pe- 
nalty ; 


,, ,! ore; AR EN er r 2 


1 


nalty; ſo that its preceptive and penal de- 


mands are fulfilled by his ſufferings and 
obedience, and both unite in conſtituting 
that“ EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS” which 


he * brought in” by his * obedience unto 


death.” Dan. ix. 24. Phil. ii. 8. To make 


that righteouſneſs divine, the deity of 


CnzsT communicates infinite ſufficiency to 


the ſufferings of his humanity, and ren- 


ders a ſatisfaction to the law and juſtice of 
the eternal Law-giver proportionate to the 


infinity of his nature and the “ infinite 
offence” which is objectively in every tranſ- 
greſſion, By this moſt gracious and wiſely- 
ordered plan, his moral government is 
maintained, his law vindicated, his perfec- 
tions honored in their reſpeRive claims, 
without the ſmalleſt diminution of their 
glory, and the finner; who by faith in 


Jesvs ſubmits to this revelation, ſaved up- 


on terms infinitely honorable to every at- 
tribute of the Godhead, 


The 


8⁰ 


Co 1) 
The ſcriptures which reveal this Wyle 


rious and merciful ſcheme of redemption, 
ſpeak of the author of it, and the glorious 


work itſelf in all its branches, in ſuch terms 


as fully to eſtabliſh the great truth for which 
we contend; if the ſacred writings are 
taken in their own plain ſignification, un- 
clouded by ignorance and untortured by 
ſophiſtry. CurtsT as Redeemer “ gives his 
life as a RANSOM FOR many,” who are ſaid 
by St. Peter, to be“ redeemed by the blood 
of CyrIsT as of a lamb without blemiſh,” 
Here, his blood is repreſented as a price 
paid down for captives, whoſe impriſon- 
ment and captivity are changed into liberty 
and happineſs in conſequence of the ranſom 
offered and accepted for” them. Sin made 
their captivity juſt, but the blood of the 
Lamb makes their deliverance as juſt. And: 
juſtice itſelf, ſatisfied with the price, pro- 


claims their freedom, Deliver him from 


doing down to the pit: for I have found a 
7 anſom. 


1 
runſom. As for thee alſo, by the BLOOD or 
THE COVENANT, I have delivered thy priſon- 


ers out of the pit.” Job. xxxiii. 24. Zech. 


IX. II. 

St. Paul, in his addreſs to the elders of 
the church of Epheſus, ſays, ** Feed the 
church of Gop which us (Gop) hath pur- 
chaſed with mis own BLOOD,“ As xx. 28. 
Here are introduced the two great doctrines 
that like the two great pillars Fackin and 
Boaz, ſupport the church of Gop, and bear 
up the temple of truth, By the communi- 
cation of the properties of one nature to 
thoſe of the other in the perſon of the di- 
vine Redeemer, the church is ſaid to be 
bought with blood divine. The infi- 
nite ſufficiency of the price, and the divi- 


nity of him who paid it down by his death, 


while they form the two fundamental arti- 


cles of the Chriſtian faith, are urged as the 


great arguments for feeding the church of 


Gop; and which I hope, will operate more 


forcibly 
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forcibly on the zeal and miniſterial faith- 
fulneſs of Curisr's embaſſadors in defend- 
ing it, than the contrary notions do on the 
hearts of thoſe men, the language of whoſe 
ſentiments is, ** Down with it, down with 
it, even to the ground. 6 

The Epiſtle to the Epheſians ſtyles the 
future inheritance of the ſaints, a“ puR- 
CHASED POSSESSION,” and calls the title, and 
final poſſeſſion of it, by the name of * RE- 
DEMPTION.” Eph, i. 14. If language have 
any meaning, it muſt ſignify here, that Pa- 
radiſe was loſt, and the inheritance forfeited 
by fin; that a purchaſe was neceſſary to re- 
verſe the forfeiture and buy back the inhe- 
ritance ; and that both are effected through 
the ſame blood, that ranſomed ſinners, and 
bought the church. 
eternal, and ſo is the ranſom- price in worth 


The inheritance is 
and validity: and that can only purchaſe | 
heaven, which atones for fin, by which it 


had been loſt, For * * the wages of ſin is 
death; 


198 
death, but the gift of Gov is eternal life 
through Jesus CHrrsT our Lord.” But i 


the inheritance were of the law, or were ad. 


judged as the proper recompence of re 
pentance and imperfe& obedience, ** the 
reward would be reckoned, not of grace, 
but of debt,” which would deſtroy the nature 


of „a gift“ and overturn the whole plan off 
ſalvation, which is of mere grace ** that 
none might boaſt:” and thereby fatth is 
made void,” loſes its office, and is ſeparated} 


from its obje& the great Ranſomer, and 
«« the promiſe, made of none effect“ as in- 
ſufficient to ſecure the inheritance through 
Him in whom the promiſes are all yea and 
amen, ſealed with his blood and ratified in 
| his death. Thus, by a denial, either that 
CHrrisT is Gor, or that his death was an 
adequate atonement for fin, a train of errors 
and of evils follows, CnrisT himſelf is 
degraded, his blood depreciated, the end of 


his redemption vacated, the province o 
faith 
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1 
faith ſuperſeded, the law exalted above the 
goſpel, the promiſes rendered weak and in- 
effectual, ſin loſes its power to condemn, 
grace is robbed of its glory, and heaven ir- 
recoverably loſt, unleſs a few tears and a 
few works be admitted as a ſufficient title 
and qualification for the everlaſting king- 
dom of. Gop. But ſuch a pretenſion is 
blaſted, and all this diſhonor which it in- 
duces to the decrees and counſels of heaven, 
prevented by the goſpel plan, which the 
apoſtle Peter epitomizes in the following 
words, „ CryrIsT hath ſuffered for us, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to Gop;“ to his favor here through him 
who © made peace through the blood of his 
crols,” and to his kingdom hereafter, which 
that ranſom purchaſed for all that be- 
lieve, 5 | | 


O, 


0 32 } 


HOUGH the Goſpel be **a ſavor of 
death unto death” to unbelievers, excit- 


ing diſguſt, awakening prejudice, and even- 


tually confirming a ſpiritual death here, 
which i is the awful prelude to death eternal; 
yet it is alſo, to ſome, the “ ſavor of life unto 
life,” charming the heart, as the moſt delici- 
_ ous odors regale the ſenſes, and communicat= 
ing a divine life through faith in the great 


author of it, that is the pledge and foretaſte 


of life eternal. Thus the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of it in his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
« Our goſpel came to you, not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
One of the moſt 
ſtriking proofs of its power, 1s, that it can 


and in much aſſurance. 


conquer the prejudices even of thoſe who 
oppoſed it, and convert a heart inflamed 
with enmity and virulence againſt its doc- 


trines and its precepts ; that it can not only 
— the profane, but alſo humble the 
fell. 
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ſelf-righteous, and introduce the language 
of faith into the lips of a blaſphemer ; ; not 
only bring a Magdalen to weep with tears 
of penitence and joy at the feet of Jxsus, 
but even force a Phariſee of the Phariſees“ 
to glory in nothing but the croſs. 

There are“ ſtrong-holds” of corruption 
in the human heart, the principal of which 
are ignorance, unbelief, ſelf-love, and love 
of fin. When the enemy is driven, through 


the terrors of the law; from the outworks, 


and forced, through the alarms of conſci- 
ence, to confine himſelf to the interior 
parts of the fortreſs where he dwells; he be- 
comes more formidable in oppoſition, and 
the fortreſs itſelf, more difficult to be con- 
quered. The enemy chan ges his poſition 
in ſuch a caſe, but not his nature. The 
tranfition is only from open ſin to ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, which ſets up an idol in the 
heart, that becomes the more dangerous, 
becauſe leſs ſuſpected. But even here, the 
Vor. II. D power 


6349 


power of the goſpel triumphs over all oppo-¶ ſt 
fition, and, like the inſtruments uſed in the th 
| demolition of the walls of Jericho, over-M 1: 
turns to its very foundation, the Babel off fa 
felf- right eouſneſs, and conſtrains the Pha- is 
riſee to eſcape for his life from the impend- Wo! 
ing ruin, The thunder of the law demo- St 
liſhes his hopes of juſtification by the deedsf in 
of it; while, the righteouſneſs of the Losp f m 
Jesus, like the clift of a rock, is revealedii re 
as a place of ſhelter. Thither he is con- *8 
ſtrained to flee from the ſtorm, and notwith 
ſanding an outward reformation, and ſome ©* 
legal hopes, he is obliged to make Cnzsr's tt 
ar 


righteouſneſs his only covert from the tem 
peſt, His high thoughts and ſoaring ima pi 
ginations are levelled with the duſt, and h al: 
is made willing to rank himſelf with the m 
chief of ſinners. The goſpel gives him the a 
temper of a little child, faith takes the It. 
place of proud reaſonings, and ſends him 0 
to Chelsr for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 

| ſtrengthy 


ſtrength. What things were gain to him, 
theſe he counteth but loſs for CHRIST. The 
life he lives in the fleſh, he lives by the 
faith of the Son of Gop; and every thought 
1s brought into captivity to the obedience 
of Cuxisr. Such was the experience of 


St. Paul; ſuch, the triumph of the goſpel 
in his converſion; and ſuch are the ſenti- 


ments of all, who, driven from every falſe 
refuge, build their hopes on the rock of 
ages. 

The goſpel, in various other teſpetin, 
conveys a power to the heart, which no- 
thing can overcome. Quick and powerful, 
and ſharper than a two-edged ſword, it 
pierces the moſt obdurate breaſt, and can. 
alarm the moſt ſtout-hearted ſinner. The 
maxims of the world, the force of example, 
and the ſolicitations of fin, all fall before 
its ſacred authority. By revealing the glory 
of CHRtsT, and the obligations under which 
his love and blood-ſhedding have laid 2 

D 2 finful 


I we > 
finful world, the love of in is conquered, 
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the heart of the believer vanquiſhed, and a 
refolution formed there to follow truth 
through evil report and good report, and to 
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know nothing but CHRIST and him cruci- 


fied, Pleaſure ſpreads its baits in vain, 


reer 


company and amuſements are phyficians of 
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no value, when ſought as remedies for a 
wound which nothing but an Almighty 


hand can cure, or as ſources of gratification 
under the cares and calamities of life. 
The goſpel ſuperſedes the neceſſity of ſuch 
low enjoyments; and not only ſhews them 
vain and deluſory, but even pernicious. 
And when the heart heſitates to forſake the 
follies and ſins of the world; like the angel 
haſtening Lot out of Sodom, it takes the 
lingering ſinner by the hand, and cries, 
Eſcape for thy life, look not behind thee, 
leſt thou be conſumed with the ungodly, 
and periſh in that awful doom which awaits 
| thoſe who halt between two opinions, and 
whe 
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1 
who never take a decided part in the cauſe 
of Gop, till death overtakes them, and 
judgment proves the fin of their duplicity, 
the madneſs of procraſtination, and the 
folly of indeciſion, when heaven invites and 
eternal happineſs is at ſtake, 

The doctrines of the goſpel, are to the 
weary and heavy-laden, ſoft as the dew on 
the tender herb, and refreſhing as copious 
ſhowers to the earth when parched with 
Wheat. They preſent, in the blood of Jzsvs, 
2 balm that heals the wounded conſcience, 
and that diſpels all its anxious fears; that 
turns diſquietude into peace, and fills the 
ſoul with blooming hope, and with joy 
unſpeakable. Aſk that once diſconſolate 
mourner, who ſaw himſelf expoſed to the 
avenging hand of heaven, who felt his fins 
a burden too heavy for him to bear, and 
whom law-terrors or Satan's fiery darts had 
driven almoſt if not altogether to the brink 
of deſpair ; aſk him, I ſay, what was it that 

D 3 . 


1 
made his ſoul the ſeat of tranquillity and 
conſolation, that changed the ſhadow of 
death into the light of the morning, and 
clothed him with the garment of praiſe for } 
the ſpirit of heavineſs; and he will tell you, 
that it was a ſight of Jesus crucified, revealed 
to the eye of faith, Beholding the hand- 
writing of the Jaw nailed to the croſs, and 
the ſword of juſtice ſheathed in the heart of 
him who died on it as a Surety ; finding it 
written, that *CnrisT Jesvs came into the 
world to ſave ſinners —that his blood cleanſ- 
eth from all ſn and that he will caſt out 
none that come to him,” the Loxp gave 
him power to ſet his ſeal to the teſtimony, 
and he came with all his guilt and wants 
and unworthineſs, and he found Jeſus true 
to his word and mighty to ſave. He lives... 
now a monument of his mercy, to proclaim WW co 
the riches of his grace, and to declare to -bic 


others what he knows in his own conſcience, 7 
that the goſpel is the ſweeteſt ſound on this I dan 
fide 
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have everlaſting life. 


4 


ide heaven, to oppreſſed and deſpairing ſin- 
ers, and that CHRIST crucified is all in all 
0 them that believe. 


HE plan of Salvation is ſo ordered, 
and all the truths of the Goſpel ſo 
arranged, as that the honor of the former, 
in contrivance, accompliſhment, and ap- 
plication, ſhould eternally redound to the 
glory of free grace, and the efficacy of the 
latter operate through the inſtrumentality 
of faith. Gop hath ſet forth his Son “ as 
a propitiation through rarTH in his Blood. 
He hath ſo loved the world as to give his 
only-begotten Son to the end that whoſo- 
ever BELIEVETH in Jam ſhould not periſh but 
He that BeLIEVETH 
hath eternal life; but he that believeth not is 
CONDEMNED already, and the wrath of Gon 
abideth on him.” Fohn iii. 16, 18, 36. 
The office and efficacy of FAITH as it 


ſands inſeparably connected with the ſal- 
D 4 vation 
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vation of ſinners, are beautifully repreſent- 
ed in the following words of St, John: 
4 As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent | in the 
wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Sox of man be lifted 
up, to the end that all that BELIEVE in him 
ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life.“ 
Obſerve the parallel, here, between the type 
and antitype, the diſeaſe and the remedy, | 
with the correſpondent effects of each re- 
ſpectively. Gop ſent fiery ſerpents among 
the Iſraelites which bit them to death. 
Thus fatal is the wound of fin, enflamed by 
the venom of the old ſerpent, who has in- 
fuſed his nature into the heart of man, by 
which death is produced, both temporal and 
eternal. All muſt have died in both cafes, 
and inevitably too, but for the interpoſition 
of heaven. But in the midf of judgment 


Gov remembered mercy. In neither caſe, 
however, was man ſaved by himſelf, The 
remedy and mode of cure, are both from 
Gon, that the glory ſhould be his from firſt 

to 


664 


ent- Vo laſt. Mofes is commanded to make a 
hn : erpent of braſs, exactly like in form to the 
the {Wnvenomed originals, So, there is a perfect 
ifted eſemblance between the offender and the 


aviour, fin only excepted. The brazen 
erpent was lifted up as a conſpicuous object 
n the wilderneſs with this expreſs pro- 
niſe, that whoever looked to it, not to 
leſpiſe the remedy, but to believe its vir- 
ue, ſhould be healed and ſaved from death. 
Thus was the antitype elevated on the 
roſs. To be faved by a dead object ſeems 
rrational: Hence comes the offence of the 
roſs, The remedy ſeems fooliſhneſs. Un- 
belief tries other methods; but they all 
ail; and the ſinner dies in the attempt. 
The belief of Moſes's record induced ſome 
o look; and as many as looked were heal- 
d: Faith in the goſpel teſtimony makes a 
lying ſinner look to Jesvs, and in looking, 
r believing the virtue of his death, he is 
dardoned and ſaved. The ſimplicity of the 
: | mode 
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mode of cure is the grand objection with 
reaſoning unbelief, which always ſtumbles 
at the croſs. Morality tries a different 
mode, but all its remedies can never reach 
the diſeaſe. Nothing can radically heal the 
wound made by the poiſon of the old ſer- 
pent, but the blood of the croſs. 
knows that; and hence all the objeRions 
and blaſphemies of his children againſt the 
goſpel and all who preach CHRISH crucified 


as the power of Gov. Many, no doubt, 


abuſed and deipiſed Moſes as a fool and an 
enthuſiaſt for aſſuring life through a dead 
object. And unbelievers give the ſame illi- 
beral appellations now to thoſe who point 
to the croſs and cry, *©* Behold the Laws of 
of Gov, that taketh away the fin of the 
But wiſdom is juſtified of her 
children. The ſalutary effects in both in- 
ſtances loudly proclaim the efficacy and 


world !” 


wiſdom of that mode of preaching. « Give 


us morality and not myſtery ;" ſay the de- 
| ſpies 


Satan | 
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„ 
ſpiſers of the grand inſtitution of heaven. 
and when the remedies which their mora- 
lity recommends, ſhall ever produce one in- 


les 
>nt 


one profligate tranſgreſſor ſanctified, I will 
not ſcruple, mylelf, to join the cry. But 
no ſuch example ever exiſted, or ever will; 
for, Gop cannot have two ways of ſaving 
Efnners. The only one recommended in 
the goſpel is by the croſs; and all others 
are excluded by the declaration, that“ there 


mong men whereby we can be ſaved, but 
but the name of J=sus.” And, however 
ſome may ſuppole that faith is of little 
conſequence in religion, either ſyſtemati- 
cally or practically, and that unbelief, with 


trivial offence if any offence at all, let us 
attend to the words of the great Head of 
'© WW the Church himſelf, and judge. He com- 
miſſioned his Apoſtles to preach repentance 

and 


ſtance of an oppreiſed finner comforted, or 
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is none other name under heaven given a- 


all the diſobedience it implies, is but a 
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and remiſſion of fins in his name among all na. | bo 
tions, adding, He that BELIEVZTH and ie | 
baptized, ſhall be SAVED ; but he that BeLIEvhili; 
ETH vor ſhall be ramneD.” Mark xvi. 16. Hr v 
Time would fail me to quote the variousMfcre 
paſſages of holy writ, which declare the im-eart 
portance and abſolute neceſſity of faith inWzed, 
thoſe that are ſaved, with all the glorious Wor, 
fruits of righteouſneſs that characterize its f fa 
nature and operation both in the heart and W 
life. Let a few quotations ſuffice. When uch 
the Philippian Jailor had attempted to Huch 
murder himſelf, and, ſtruck with conviction Freſer 
of a fin virtually committed, cried out toMjith ' 
Paul and Silas, „ Sirs, what muſt I do to er uv 
be ſaved?” The anſwer was, © BeLizvs on pe: 
the Loxp Jesvs CnrisT, and thou ſhalt be ars, 
faved.” He believed; his ſalvation follow- Wty « 
ed; and his humanity and compaſlion ſhewn W 2 
to the abuſed and impriſoned ſervants of Mbjea 
the Sox of Gop, were the fruits of his Monu 


faith, 
When 


("487 
| When the Eunuch of Queen Candace, 
truſted from the writings of Iſaiah in 
e knowledge of Cnersr crucified, aſked 
hilip if he might be baptized, His inftruc- 
or who © preached unto him Ixsus,“ an- 
vered, © If thou BELIEvesT with all thy 
eart thou mayeſt.” He believed, was bap- 
zed, and went on his way rejoicing,” 
ions or, peace and joy are alſo the offspring 
its f faith. : : 

and i When Mary Magdalene, who having 
hen 


na. 
d is 
IEv- 
6. 

10Uuz 
im- 
in 


buch forgiven her, loved much, gave ſo 
uch offence to Simon the Phariſee by her 
eſence, and the condefcenſion and mercy 
ith which Jesus treated her, he diſmiſſed 
er with theſe words of forgiveneſs, Go 
peace, thy FaitH hath saveD thee.” Her 
be ars, repentance, love, and ſubſequent pu- 
ow-Wty of converſation juſtiſied her character 
wn a believer, and evidenced her faith in its 
of bject and operation; and ſhe became 2 
his onument of grace, added to the number 
: of 


| 
; 
1 
4 
: 
' 
al 
8 
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more excellent ſacrifice than Cain.” Th 


end, for which the oblation was made. H 
took of the firſtlings of the flock,” an 


practical declaration of the ſenſe he had 


( 
of thoſe converted publicans and harlots 
who entered into the kingdom of heaven 
through faith, before thoſe reaſoning Scribe 


his 
ing 
tific 
E whe 


and Phariſees, whoſe unbelief excluded then 
from that kingdom; as it will, all, of a ſim 
wer 
1llu: 
l t! 
a De 
Ithe 

thou 
than 
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lar complection. 

The firſt believer among the immediat 
offspring of Adam, was Abel. Of whon 
St, Paul ſays, that © he offered unto Gopy 


ſuperior excellence of Abel's ſacrifice con 
ſiſted in the nature of it, the temper tha 
characterized the offerer himſelf, and th 
an E 
aith. 
not ! 
piſec 
his | 
and {| 
this I 
by in: 
broth 


offered a ſacrifice of a ſhin, animal, as 


the guilt contracted by the fall, and of 
belief in the great propitiatory victim, who 
death the early inſtitution of ſacrifices wi 
intended to prefigure. Abel preſented hi 
oblation i in faith, and Gop teſtified with h 


Ly 


(47: J 
gifts that he was righteous, becauſe he placed 
his dependence on the antitype of his offer- 
ng, and drew his hopes of pardon and juſ- 
hea from the death of the Meſſiah, 
EL whoſe incarnation, ſufferings, and conqueſts 
were revealed in the firſt promiſe of that 
illuſtrious “ Seed of the woman.“ For, 
* the juſt ſhall Live By raitn.” Cain was 
2 Deiſt, and an unbeliever. He offered of 
Ithe fruit of the ground, and, probably, 
thought there was more morality in his 
thank-offering, than in his brother's ſacri- 
fice of a ſlaughtered animal. He preferred 
an expreſſion of gratitude before that of 
faith. The one he might have done, but 
not have left the other undone. He de- 
piſed the inſtitution of heaven and hated 
his brother. His unbelief begat murder, 
and the fin which it conceived in his heart, 
this Deiſtical fratricide afterwards committed 
by imbruing his hands in the blood of his 
| ae who fell, as the firſt martyr in the 
world 
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world for that faith, which the goſpel un- 
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folds. By it, he being dead yet ſpeaketh, 
that malignity and wrath, and even murder 
are the offspring of unbelief, and that 
„% WITHOUT FAITH IT Is IMPOSSIBLE rol 
PLEASE GoD.” Heb. 1 . 


5 f 


The alarms which ſome men take up, 1 
and the fears which they devoutly expreſsMl©* 
for the intereſts of morality, when faith i tior 
enforced, are perhaps, ſometimes a little ort 
feigned, and always groundleſs. Whateve as | 
are their apprehenſions, the very nature an ue 
fruits of faith abundantly prove, that the the 6 
imputations generally brought, when this CHR 
queſtion is diſcuſſed, have no foun 415 mak 
theory or in fact. One thing indeed they gene 
clearly evince, that the authors of them are Prof 
arranged on the ſame ſide with thoſe diſin of t 
genuous objectors, who, by their malevo ds: 
lent inſinuations againſt the goſpel which relig 
St, Paul taught, drew from him the follow poet. 
ing vindication of himſelf and his doctrines, 8 5 


66 De 


6 


«« Do we, 3 make void the law through 
faith ? Goo forbid ! Yea we eſtabliſh the 
law. Shall we ſin that grace may abound ? 
GoD forbid ! How ſhall we that are dead 
to fin continue any longer therein ?* Rom. 
iii. 31. 9 | 

Did we, indeed, inculcate an operative, 
or a licentious faith did we enforce ' no- 
tions that unfit men for ſociety, that tranſ- 
form them into hermits, Or encourage them 
as profligates, the one, unreaſonably ſe- 
cluding themſelves from human converſe, 
the other, a peſt to it; — did we repreſent 
Cneisr crucified as the miniſter of ſin, by 
making his ſalvation a plea for ſelf. indul- 
gence, inſtead of a carb to every licentious 
propenſity ; did we ſeparate from the faith 
of the goſpel, a conſcientious diſcharge of 
every relative duty, and every ſocial, civil, 
religious, and perſonal obligation were 
we convicted of making religion to conſiſt 


in rhapſodies, and new revelations, inſtead 
Vor. I: E 8 
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of faith, hope, and love, and all the tem- 
pers of humility, patience, and brotherly- 
kindneſs which conſtitute Chriſtianity, and 
the great offices of benevolence, liberality, 
candor, and active zeal, which adorn it— 
in that caſe, our adverſaries would be far- 
niſhed with arguments againſt us, which the 
utmoſt ingenuity could not overturn, and 
would be juſtified in bringing the ſevereſ 
imputations which malice could form or 
infidelity dictate. I hope, however, that 
what follows, will prove, there is no more 
ground for their fears, than there i is juſtice, 
decorum or urhanity, in the manner, in 
which they chooſe, ſometimes to exprels 
them; the faith, which the goſpel incul- 
cates, being equally inimical to the hope of 
the libertine and the creed of the free- | 
thinker. 

Faith, which is 4 4 BELIEF oF THE 
TRUTH, purifieth the heart, worketh by 


love, overcometh the world,” It uniteth 
\ | | 5 © ; | Y , FE the 
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the affeRions to CauzisT, ſubdues the power 
of ſin, and by purifying the fountain ſe- 
cures the purity of the ſtreams that iſſue 
from it. Faith is the gift of Gop, * the 
work of Gon” and one of the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit. Its object is the whole revela- 
tion of the divine will in the goſpel teſti- 


S mony, more eſpecially that < record which 


Gov hath given of his Sox,” that he is the 
true Gop, and that we have life throught 


his name. It is not a vague idea, a mere 


ſpeculative notion without root in the 
heart and cordial aſſent in the underſtand- 
ing; it is not a ſelf-complacent opinion 
haſtily taken up of the goodneſs of a man's 
Rate, without light and without experi- 


ence; but is a * receiving of Tﬀxs TRUTE® 


in oppoſition to thoſe who make it conſiſt 
with the belief of a falſchood, and a re- 
ceiving of the truth © in the Love of it,“ 
in contradiſtinction to the faith of devils, 
vho axe forced into the belief of the being of 

E 2 a Gon 


| (57: I | 
2 Gov: by evidences they cannot exclude, 
but who hate the light, which, while it flaſhes 
irreſiſtible conviction, torments and makes 


them tremble before the majeſty. of Gov 


and the proſpect of: their arraignment; be- 
fore the tribunal of his Sox. Faith receives 
the truth, loves it, feels it, rejoices in it, 
„ hears, marks, learns, and digeſts” the:bread 
of heaven, is comforted by its promiſes, is 
allured' into the path of obedience by its 
doctrines, and- ** teaches: us that denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live RIGHTEOUSLY; SOBERLY and GODLY in 
this preſent world,” amidſt all the injuſtice, 
intemperance, and impiety that abound in 
it, to the diſgrace of human nature, and the 
reproach of multitudes, who:continue judi- 
cially the ſlaves of ſin becauſe” they reject 
ſin's great remedy againſt its guilt and power 
in the perſon and Spirit of JIxsus. It is of 
this TUR and LivELY FAITH” that our 
| Reformers ſpeak in the twelith Article of 
the 
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the Church of England, when they aſſert 


that good: works neceſfarily:ſpring out of 


it, inſomuch that by them a lively faith 
may be as evidently known, as a tree diſ- 
cerned by the fruit.“ And it is of the ſame 
grace, in its vital operation and ſanctifying 
effects, as well as the place rarely given to 
it in the ſyſtems and the practice of the 
world, that CHRIST himſelf aſks, © When 
the Son of man cometh, ſhall he find FAITH 
on the earth?“ . 
After this definition of the nature ok 
ba properties of a. lively faith, let un- 
believers and moraliſts bluſh for their inſi- 
nuations that we preach a “ faith without 
works.“ We deny the charge and abhor 
the ſentiment. And I believe, were the ob- 
jectors themſelves perfectly informed of the 
extent, as well as of the principles and mo- 
tives which we attribute to works, in order 
to denominate them good, they would as 
virulently oppoſe us for preaching the ner 
E 3 5 --- 00m r 


„ 
ceſſity of ſuch works in their extended in- 


fluence on the tempers and the whole con- 5 
verſation, as they appear to be prejudiced 18 
againſt the faith from whence they ſpring. 


But morality ſays, and does not. And 
unbelief is clamorous, but makes — 
perfect. | 
Faith © purifies the heart ;” but, mere mo» || 
y rality without faith, leaves the heart often 
the ſeat of the moſt revengeful, proud, ma- 
lignant, worldly tempers, which St. James 
calls © the wiſdom, which is earthly, ſen- 
| Tual, and deviliſh.” Faith works by Love," 
and produces obedience pure, chearful, uni- 
verſal, permanent. Morality, without faith, 
Is actuated by ſelf, is driven by fear, knows 
| nothing of the filial diſpoſition that makes 
duty a delight, and often does its works to 
be © ſeen of men,” working from ſervile 
| principles and for an end at once intereſted 
and oſtentatious. Morality extols works, 


nd depreciates faith. We preach both, and 
depreciate 


EY 


in depreciate neither, when the one is found, 
_ and the other really good. Only we give 


to each its reſpective province, and ar- 
ng. rangement. Faith is the root of religion, 


my and works, its fruit. We are created in 
25 nest Jesvs unto good works. We here- 
by lay the foundation firſt in the knowledge 
55 of CHRIST crucified, and being thus“ built 
up in our Mosr holy rairn,” the ſuper- 
ma- aructure is, as the baſis on which it is raiſ- 
mes | | 
ed, pure and firm, 
* Faith « gyercometh the world. - Making 
has allowance, as muſt always be done in the 
_ preſent mixed ſtate of the church, for the 
ith, 
' WY unfavorable appearance which religion ſome- 
OWS | 
times makes through the inconſiſtencies and 
kes > $i pL 5 | 
| even wickedneſs of ſome of its profeſſors, 
to E 
1 from whence, however, no no valid objection 
vile 
can be brought to © the myſtery of faith in 
ſed 
a PURE conſcience; in whom does the 
rks, world appear to be moſt overcome? Who 
and 


| are leaſt attracted by its profits or its plea- 
late | | E 4 . ſures ? 
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fures! ? Who deſpiſe moſt its low purſuits, 


and are moſt cautious of evil, and even thef 
appearance of it? They, who preach faith, 


or they whole perpetual theme 1s abſtrad 
morality? If miniſterial faithfulneſs, dili- 
gent ſtudy, frequent preaching; if to warn 


the unruly, comfort the feeble minded, be 


patient towards all men; it to be inſtant f in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to ſpend and be 
ſpent for immortal ſouls ; if, without reſped 


of perſons, neither to deſpiſe the poor nor 


court the fayor of the rich by ſervile adula- 
tion; if, to deſpiſe amuſements, to feel the 


_ greateſt pleaſure in doing good, and to keep 


12 conſcience void of allowed oftence towards 


\Gon and man; if, to ſhun <« the filthy cor 


verſation of the wicked,” the idle haunts 0 


indolence or diſſipation, and all the attrac 
\ tions of the table of luxury and voluptu- 
ouſneſs; if, to bear affronts and liſten to 
the tales of impertinence and falſhood, with 
filence and compoſure, and to give no other 
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W-turn to the injurious and malevolent than : 
prayer. and .compaſſion,; if to labor in the 
word and doarine | with diligence, to fear 
no man, and to be pure from the. blood of | 
all men by declaring , all the counſel of 
Goo ; if to preach. doctrines faithfully which 
ve been ſubſcribed under moſt ſolemn. ob- 
ligations of ſincerity and unequivocal adhe: 
rence ;——if ſuch are the marks of thoſe 
who preach Curisr crucified, . and who live 
y the faith of the Son. of Goo, I think 
many of my brethren in the miniſtry are 
poſſeſſed of ſuch ſolid pretenſions to miniſ⸗ 
terial faithfulneſs, and uprightneſs of cha- 
ards racer, as no efforts of malevolence can over- 
con- turn; and ſuch as tend to adorn the pure 
s off®land undefiled religion recommended in the 
trac Bible, We wiſh not to be judges in our 
Ptu- own cauſe, but leave you to judge where 
2 tog truth and honeſty are moſt likely to pre- 


ponderate, and ſucceſs to follow. Indivi- 


dual characters, though exceptions to a ge- 


\ 


neral 


( 50 
neral rae, never deſtroy it, except with 
thoſe who make a man an offender for i 
word; and who take a malicious pleaſure i 
reaſoning, from the infirmities or calamitiel 
incident to human nature, againſt all reli 
pion, by perſecuting it in its real friends, 
or inſulting it in its moſt diſtinguiſhing 
and moſt glorious doctrines. | 
From the preceding conſiderations an 
the ſcripture arguments that ſupport the, 
inferences of the higheſt importance are 
fairly deducible. 

1. The law, with all its types, being 
aboliſhed, the great truth reſpecting the 
expiation of fin by a vicarious facrifice, is 
eſtabliſhed under the goſpel with a clearnef 
of expreſſion and copiouſneſs of ſcripture 
argument, which place it beyond the power 


of controverſy; except with thoſe, who tes 

when they chuſe, can render every thing Go 

diſputable, by impoſing on the facred text io 

a meaning contrary to its natural and obvi-Wut t 
ous 


. 

us ſignification; or, when this method 
ils them, who fly to the convenient ſub- 
erfuge of alledged interpolat ion. That 
e Sox of Gop * hath made an atone- 


ent N Ja Tog 6 lacgrileg for the ſins 
f the people” Heb, ii. 17. as the victims 
Inder the law are ſaid to have done, 
ev. xvi. 31. is a truth ſtrongly aſſerted 
nd copiouſly argued in the Epiſtle to the 
lebrews. The guilty condition of fallen 
Wn, the ſanctions of the moral law, and 
e demands of juſtice, the nature of the 
oral government of Deity, and the inef- 
cacy of legal facrifices, with the abroga- 
on of the ceconomy to which they apper- 
vined, all combine to imply the exiſtence 
nd neceſſity of the doctrine for which we 
ontend, But, more than implication ope- 
ates here. Expreſs authority confirms it. 
God hath ſet forth his Son as a PROPITIA- 
ox,“ Rom. iv. 7,—a term never applied, 
pbvi-Wut to the death of Creisr, and to that of 
Ous | the 


(6% 


the piacular victims under the law whic 


>TP( 
prefigured its theſe, ſhadowy. types, that 4 
the 66 lubſtance;” yet both correſponding e 
in the great end for which their diſpenſq as 


tions relpectively were appointed, and i 1 
ſuch minutiæ of circumſtances as point ouf 


the moſt ſtriking analog gy. For the bo ale 
dies of thoſe beaſts, whole blood is brought 


into the ſanctuary by the High-Prieſt for ſu * 
are burned WITHOUT THE CAMP. Where I 
fore, Jxsus, alſo, that he might ſanctify the IE 
people with his own blood, ſuffered WITH I 
OUT THE GATE. Heb, xiii. I1, 12. 1 
2. The immaculate purity of our Logp' 0 
moral character, and the power, which hi 
divinity „gave him of transferrin g the benefit 
of his death to others, without the neceſſity ty 
of any reiteration of ſacrifices or ſucceſſion ah 


of High Prieſts as under the law, combint 
to eſtabliſh the truth of his vicarious ſatisfac 


tion, in all its permanency and glory. «By 
ONE offering of himſelf ONCE offered” the 
5 | perpetuit 


( 67 ) 
erpetuity of his lacrifice, and the unchange- 
)leneſs of his office as a High- Prieſt after 


\e order of Melchizedeck,” are expreſſly 
-clared. Nor are the inſpired writers leſs 


whic 
that 
ading 
zenla 
id i udious in vindicating the character of 
t ou eir Maſter from all imputations of moral 
Glement, or the ſmalleſt taint of inherent 
Spravity. A Lamb without blemiſh and. 
thout ſpot,” was requiſite in the paſchal 
dlation; ſtill more ſo, in our new-teſta- 
ent paſſover. The High- Prieſt under the 
v offered for his own ſins as well as thoſe 
the congregation : but “ ſuch a High- 
jeſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, and 
parate from ſinners ;” Heb. vii, 26. and 
10, ON that account, ſtamps the moſt per- 
purity on his ſacrifice, without which, 
would have been an inadequate oblation, 
her inherently, or by antitypical allu- 
on. The extraordinary mode of his con- 
ption, totally different from the genetal 
der of the propagation of the human ſpe- 

cies, 


1 
cies, was intended to exempt him from tly 
neceſſary contamination which fallen m 
communicates to his offspring. He u 
made in the likeneſs of human fleſh, wil 
out its depravity, and was tempted in f 
points, as we are, yet without fin.” Heb. iv. 1; 
Gabriel announced the innate ſanRity of h 
nature, ſaying, * That holy thing whit 
ſhall be born of thee” (or, To yemwpevoy 'oryu 
that which is go. HOLY,) * ſhall be calls 
the Son of Gop.” Luke i. 35. And eve 
Devils acknowledged him to be * the Hot 
One of Gon,” But what devils confeſſeſ 


erſc 


tial 
je | 
ER 
or 
ad 
Iii. 

Te 


un] 


St 
mortals, equal to them in malignity, atis 
below them in the articles of their creeq ly ; 
blafphemouſly deny. So that it ſeems to Wil 
the diſtinguiſhing mark of finiſhed apoſtaſ to 
after trampling on his atoning blood, an 3 
plucking the crown of divinity from h 4 
head, to complete the enormous inſult, 3 


reducing him to a level with mere huma 
with all the weaknefs and peccability anne ent, 


* 
- 


6 
> it, How different is the idea which the. 
\ſpired Penmen give us of this illuſtrious. 
Erſon! of the unſpotted purity of his moral 
zracter, and the all-ſufficiency of his pro- 
tiatory oblation ! How much more ſhall 
Wc blood of Crzrsr, who, through the 
ERNAL SPIRIT offered himſelf wirnovr 
or to Gor, purge your conſcience from 
ad works, to ſerve the living Gon,” Heb, 
Ii. 14. | 
To count the blood of the Rxpkxukx an 
Hor unholy thing,” Heb. ix. 29. is conſidered 
St. Paul as one among the many aggra- 
tions that enter into the fin of final apoſ- 
creed; and indeed, juſtly ſo ; becauſe, to 
tribute moral impurity to him who ſhed it, 


+ SUL 


II 


to place the price of our redemption on 
level with common martyrdom, by deny- 
g the divinity of our Lord's perſon, or 
e end for which he ſuffered as an atone- 
ent, is to offer the laſt indignity with 
| which 


d, an 
m hi 
alt, 
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ſes' law died without mercy under two d 


unto the ſpirit of grace.“ Heb. x. 28, 20 


* - - 
. * . 
7 — 
: * „ 


(6 
which unbelief can infult his moral or a 
diatorial character. He that deſpiſed Mo 


£6 


de 


three witneſſes ; of how much ſorer puniſt 
ment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worth 
who hath trodden under foot the Sow d 
Gov, and hath counted the blood of th 
covenant wherewith he (the Sox of Goy 
was fanRified (ſet apart for his priefily 5 
fice) an unholy thing, and hath done: -deſpit 


At what an awful diſtance, then, ſhould w 
keep from thoſe errors, which, while the 
reduce the character of Jesvs to a Nate ( 
extreme degradation, tend conſequently | 
affect the very foundations of chriſtianit 
and to ſubvert | the brighteſt hopes as we 
28 to obſcure hs | of the childr 
of Goo ! | 

3. See in what a light of the aaa 
ed eſtimation we ſhould view that infini 
#© Ransol 


HR. 
it hi 
befor 
19 

per 


Ot o 


- 


4% RansOM,” by which captive ſouls, are re- 


deemed from bondage, and all the bleſſings 
0 of ſacred liberty aſcertained to them that 
Ini believe! by which light is thrown into the 
orthy regions of darkneſs and of death, id the 


dungeon of miſery exchanged for the dawn 
of blooming hope and the bright propa 
ff life and immortality ! When an Apoſtle 
vould enhance the price of the Mediator's 
lood, he conſiders it in a light of ſuch 
aigh appretiation, that the riches of the 


ily d 
deſpiff 
8, 29 
uld 
e the 
tate ( 
ntly [ 
tianit 


orld, compared with it, have no value 
nd the gold of Ophir, is. but as the ſmall | 
luſt of the balance. e were redeemed, 


got with corruptible e. cl hings, ſuch as ſilver 


nd gold, but with che PRECIQUS BLOOD of 
HRIST, as of a Lamb without blemiſh and 
r ſpot; who verily was fore-ordained 
before the foundation of the world.” 1 Pet 
19, 20. The attribute of preciouſneſs ee 
perlative worth is given to that blood, 


ot only becauſe of the di wh 
it 
ory | : gnity of him = 


as we 


Bild 


ſt exall 
infini 


 ANSOM 


I 
1 


but alſo, becauſe it conſtitutes the neſt 


| Inheritance of eternal life reſtored, Epkeſ. | 


666) 
ſhed it, and the honor which it derives 
from the abolition of the law and its own 
intrinſic virtue as accompliſhing the eh 
and ſuperſeding the uſe of legal ſacrifics;Þ 


mable price with which the church of Golf 
is purchaſed, Acts xx. 28. by which patdd 
of din is procured, Epheſ. i. 7. the forkeitell 


ita 


14. and our peace eſtabliſhed on the mil 
tut. 


Honourable terms, as well a8 the moſt 1 

ſhaken baſis. Col. i. 20. 
Can that bl6od be cemmen, chen, or 

who ſhed it be bat à mere man, When ble 


his 
pur 


Firgs of ſuch infinite cntent and apm i 
are attributed to its virtue? Let its dif 
quiſbing properties, Yifplayed in the fo f 
grand benefits juſt recited from ſcriptunſſſ”* 
be conceived for a moment as the attributl by t 
of ſome martyr; and then let the imparti = 
enquirer after truth ſay, whetirer that © * 


be the claim of any other Perfon which 
ng 


T 67 
allowed by the inſpired writers to be the 


excluſive prerogative of the Son of Gov; 
or whether any other human being can 
MWpolſels qualifications, adequate, in perſonal 
Whonor or the virtue of his death, to the 
-xalted purpoſe of being a Peace-maker to 
interpoſe between heaven and earth, and a 
| RepeeMeR to purchaſe pardon, and to re- 
verſe the forfeiture of an everlaſting inhe- 
itance. Let the name of Peter be ſubſti- 
| tuted for that of Crxisr, and the former be 
© Wluppoſed. to have bought the church with 
| 4 Whis blood, to have procured pardon, and 
| purchaſed heaven; who would not ſhudder 
at the blaſphemy of ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 
Or let it be aſſerted that Paul is the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth—that he hath put away fin 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf—and that we are 
redeemed by his precious blood ;”—whoſe 
mind would not recoil with horror at an aſ- 
ſertion fraught with abſurdity and impiety ? 
: EX Yet 
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Vet, who can help ſeeing, that this mon- 
ſtrous aggregate of error, abſurdity, and 
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blaſphemy, enters into the ſentiment which | 
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repreſents our Loxp as a mere man, and 


which deſtroys the preciouſnels of his blood, 
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martyrs, and by denying its ep 
virtue? 


There is one property more attributed te . 
the REDEEMER 's blood, which demonſtrate 
its infinite preciouſneſs and excluſive vier. 

an 


tue; it is called the“ BLOOD oF THE co 
VENANT.” Heb. x. 28. The firſt covenant © 


or the former diſpenſation of mercy unde 
Ind 


hat 
ue, 
ng. 
dy t. 
det w 
* 


VAarra 


the economy of Moſes was ** conſecratel 
with the blood” of atoning victims; tht 
latter, though ſubſtantially the ſame, ye 
economically different, was Tatified an 
ſealed by the „ blood of the Surety” of th 
New Teſtament. The analogy here is in 
diſputable, in point of explatory ratifc3 
tion; but requires no furcher diſcuſſtoi 


1 


mon 
aud! ere, as it has been copiouſly argued F# 
vhichll ready, Our buſineſs is, to examine the 


and additional evidence of the preciouſneſs of 
he blood of CurisT, from its efficay to 


lood, 
onfirm'the covenant of grace. Now, when 


ot hei 


ator hat covenant implies ſtipulations on the 


part of JEHoVAH, in which CHRIST acts as 
ediator, in which immenſe bleſhngs are 
omprehended, and by which they are tranſ- 


ted t 
ſtrates 


e vin erred to a guilty world; let truth and 


andour ſay, whether that perſon muſt not 
de divine who could ſuſtain ſo illuſtrious an 
office of mediation between offended Deity 
Ind the guilty race of Adam; and whether 
hat blood muſt not be of unparalleled vir- 


E C0 
enant 
undell 


crate 


ue, that could form the ſeal and confirm- 
ng execution of a covenant diſtinguiſhed 
dy the grandeſt and moſt awful ſtipulations 
detween the covenanting parties. Infidelity 
ay ſpurn, and ſophiſtry controvert or em- 


atific 
cu ſſiol parraſs the queſtion; but, viewed in its na- 
Heil ive light through the medium of ſcripture 


F 3 teſtimony, 
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dies healed, and heaven purchaſed, mull 
break forth into aſcriptions of homage and 


loved us, and WASHED US IN HIS OWN BLOOD 


_ Gov, and his Father, to Hi BE GLORY Au 
DOMINION for ever and ever! Amen! 
*Rev. i. 5 6. 


tion, they not merely deſerve credit, b 
even demand it. If it be once admittec 
that heaven has vouchſafed to man a rev: 


i {| FI 
teſtimony, it muſt carry irreſiſtible convic. 
tion to the minds of the humble and up! 
right; who, ſeeing their peace made, their 
pardon fecured, covenant bleſſings aſcerf 
tained, their perſons juſtified, their mal: 


divine honor to the RepetmER, like that 
memorable doxology in the Revelation, it 
which the church celebrates his praiſes ang 
acknowledges his deity; * Unto nM thalf 


and hath made us kings and prieſts unt 


4. As the proper Deity of Carsr an 
the atonement made by his death are ti uni 
two great characteriſtic doctrines of Revel 


latio! 


21) 
ation, the evidences of which demonſtrate 
ts origin to he divine, and the ſyſtem, 
which it contains, to be worthy of Gop; 
Wt muſt neceſſarily follow, that, both to 
new our gratitude for the gift, and our 
obedience to the authority that hath tranſ- 
itted it, the receiver muſt humbly acqui- 


onvicy 
d up 
theit 
aſcer 
mala 
= 


e ane in the ſyſtem framed for him, and re- 
> khaſverently accept the gracious vouchſafement. 
N, iii But all the ſcripture being profitable for 


s and 
1 tha 
LoodD 
Unt 


2ocTRINE,” what comes more immediately 
nder that term, muſt be the object of 
faith; ſo that there are truths to be believed 
as well as precepts to be obeyed; and diſo- 
dedience in the former inſtance, is conſider- 
ed as inexcuſable, as in the latter, and in- 
deed is the more dangerous, as error in prin- 
ciple and rebellion in practice are cloſely 
united, and follow each other, as cauſe and 
effect. Were it our buſineſs here only to 
conſider the general queſtion, Whether 


ſomething is eſſential as an obje& of the 
F 4 mind's 


I AN! 
men! 
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8 
mind's cordial aſſent, or whether, ſince the 
gift of a revelation, man can be leſt to chuſe 
at diſcretion his own ſyſtem, and to believe : 
or reject the teſtimony of ſcripture, as 
faſhion, fancy, or paſſion, may dire& him ;| 


the importance of faith, and the aggrava- 
tions of unbelief, both ſtrongly infiſted on 
in the ſacred pages, would decide the queſ-| 
tion in favor of the neceſſi ity of believing 
what Goo ſaith, and the infinite danger of 
contradicting his word or diſputing his au- 
thority. © He that BELIEVETH on the Sox 
oy hath everlaſting life; and he that BE- 
*© LIEVETH NOT the Sox ſhall xoT sKE LIFE; 
« but the WRATH OF GoD ABIDETH ON HIM.“ 
Fohn iii. 36. 80 that it is the Hentiality of 
faith, that ſtamps importance on goſpel 
doctrines, and is the ſanction that guards 
them againſt the pleas of indifference and] 
the bold licence of infidelity: and he, who 
ſubſcribes to the divine teſtimony, is bound 
to admit as well the eſſential importance of 

| 1 believing 


- 
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Sc lieving it, as the divine original of the. 


Voarines it contains; otherwiſe, to admit 

De one ſeparately from the other, is to in- 5 
Wilt the authority of the Revealer, and to 
' Jace revelation on a footing with human ſyſ. 
ems, whole credit is exactly in proportion 
& the fallible ſource from whence they iſſue. 


The general queſtion. being admiited, 
-VINg gat certain truths are peculiar to revelation, 
er of 


at they are to be received as of divine 
thority, and that to believe them is eſ- 
ntial; the next enquiry is, What are thoſe 
octrines, which the ſciiptures place in a 
aht of ſuch vaſt importance? and what is 
IM." lat faith to which ſalvation is inſeparably 
ty of 
oſpel 


pnexed? The doctrines manifeſtly relate 


the perſon of Cartsr ; becauſe, it is writ= 
rards Bn, Believe on the Loxp Jesus CurIsT 
nd thou ſhalt be ſaved.” A&s 16, 31 
Whoſoever believeth that Jesus is the 


HRIST—that he is come in the flen—and 


and 
who 
und 
de of 


: as manifeſt to take away our ſins, is born 
ving | 1 


of 


(74) 
ef Gon.” 1 Jaln iv. 2. v. T. iii 3. He tha 
believeth not Gon hath made him a lyar bel 
cauſe he believeth not the record that Golf 
gave of his Sox.“ v. 10. See alſo John; 
24—13., But the ſcripture moſt appoſit 
to the fubjeR immediately under conſider 
tion, is the following. Whom Gop hat 
ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood to declare his righteouſneſs fa 
the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt,” Lon! 
ili, 18. Three things are principally lf 
ſerted here: x. That Cnxisr is exhibit 
as A PROPITIATION” Ag,˖j. a mercy-lealf 
through whom Goo reveals himſelf propif 
tious as he did under the law by the bloo 
of piacular victims offered up for that er 
preſs purpoſe: 2. That through CuRIST of 


2 propitiatory Or atoning ſacrifice, ERNI 


| 18 
$ION OF sixs“ is revealed, and that i * 
con ſequence, both the long- ſuffering an ... 
juſtice of Gop are eminently and equal gui 
Aluſtrated:—and 3. That rairy In K bio 


' BLOOD, 


3 
* loop,“ is the inſtrumental medium through 
nich remiſſion of fins is ſavingly and indi- 
— : Widually applied; becauſe faith“ ſubſcribes 
Join; Wo the record concerning that blood“ as 
Þpoſitg propitiation, and truſts in him who ſhed 
mo for the enjoyment of * bleſſings which 
4 t purchaſed. 
6 i W This explanation of the text, which is 
„ „Indeed of itlelf ſo plain, as hardly to re- 
9 zuire any, eſtabliſhes the ſeveral axioms or 
Wclf-evident truths, reſpecting the doctrine 
f the atonement as peculiar to a divine 
Fevelation, and the neceſſity of believing it 
dy that very authority, as the eſſential 
mean of receiving pardon of fin, and of 
participating in all the other bleſſings of 
I redemption. Not to urge here, that the 


| expreſſion faith in his blood” bears an 
35 excluſive application to CHRIST only, and 
> A cannot without evidently incurring the 


guilt of high diſhonour to his perſon and 
blood-ſhedding, be accommodated to any 
martyr; 


\ 


E 
martyr; it is more immediately to our pur. 
poſe, to obſerve, for what end Goy hath 


Ppitiat 
requi 
ſet forth his Son as a propitiation; viz. unbe! 
that we ſhou'd look to him as the author 
and finiſher of our faith” and truſt in hi 


death as the only ſecure ground of our ju. les, 
infini 


trivia 


TECOT 


tification and final ſalvation: for *this is 


his commandment, that we ſhou'd believe ou ne 


the name of his Son Jesus CHRIST.“ 1. John Jo 
Hl. 2Js And he himſelf as 1 juſt Gon ſalvat 
and Saviour” urges the important com- tions 

founc 


mandment, when he ſays by the prophet 
„Look unto me and be ye faved all the np 


ends of the earth; for I am Gop; and deeds 
there is none elſe,” Ja. xlv. 22. founc 
If any man, after theſe expreſs declara- death 
tion, will nevertheleſs be bold enough, ei- nner. 
ther to deny the proper object for ſinners toe 
truſt in, or the eſſentiality of doing ſo in with 
the great matter of ſalvation, it will be im ent. 
cumbent on him to attempt to prove, that for h 
of thi 


Gop hath not ** ſet-forth his Sox as a Dy” 
pitiation, 


urs 
ath 
iz. 
Hor 
his 


47 


Ioitiation,“ that “ faith in his blood“ is not 
requiſite to the remiſſion of ſins, and that 


unbelief, which “ makes Gon a lyar,” is a 


trivial offence, or that he who rejects « the 


record concerning his Sox,“ may, neverthe- 
leſs, do it with impunity. But it will be 
iafinitely at his peril to attempt either the 
one or the other. | | ? ; 
5. The knowledge and the aſſurance of 
ſalvation, with all the hopes and conſola- 
tions that ſpring from it, are built on that 
joundation which unbelief impotently at- 
tempts to overturn, and Hereſy, bold in 


deeds of hell,“ impiouſly denies. Were this 


foundation not laid in the obedience and 


death of Jesus,, what encouragement could 


nners have to approach the awful throne 


of Deity ? Or, on what terms, conſiſtent 
with the penal ſanction and ſtrièt require- 
ments of the law of Gop, could ſinners hope 
tor his favor? Juſtice, the great ſypporttr 
ok the throne of the moral Governor of the 

univerſe, 


(. 78 ) 


| univerſe, mult demand ſatisfaction for the 


breach of that law: if demanded of the per: o 
ſonally guilty, they muſt periſh; if accept 4 
ed in their behalf, on the part of CH iH ati 
they muſt be ſaved, and on terms perfe or 
congruous with the full character of JznoWhher 
vaH. But as none cometh to him” 209 godl. 
ceptably, and none can approach him wil ight 
ſafety, but through CHRIST THE Way, bo wi 
Vol xiv. 6, who hath conſecrated the piii Huna 
to glory by his atoning blood; the arr vs, 
gant rejector of Gop's method of gratuitoui;:1; 
juſtification through his Son, muſt ſet up the c 
claim which has nothing to ſupport it bfuſtiff 
the falſe and preſumptuous plea of the PH Cn! 
 *ifee, © Gor, I thank thee, I am not a He 
other men are; while unbelief muſt lea ;. fa 
him under that ſentence of condemnatio pardo 
| pronounced in Fohn iii. 36. and expoſed Wo... . 
the rigorous demands of that juſtice, whichhor juf 
| inflexible in its requirement of ſatisfaction. con 
For the breach of the law, can „in no wil Mete 
1 olear the guilty,” ſubmitting his moral chil 


| OR rate 


{TJ 
iger to be examined, and his fate decided, 
yy the fanRions of truth and equity. 
According to the goſpel plan, infinite 
aſtice ſuffers no diminution of its glory, 
zor in the leaſt relaxes in its claims, even 
when the guilty are pardoned and the un- 
W-odly juſtified through that atonement and 
ighteouſneſs which faith apprehends, and 


a o which the believer appeals from the tri- 
Pal unal of judgment, That he might be 
arr usr, and the JusT1FIER of him that BELIEv- 
itou:7: 10 Jesvs. Who ſhall lay any thing ta 
up the charge of Gov's ele? it is Gop that 
e bu: utifieth : who is he that condemneth ? It is 


Cueisr that DIED.” Rom. iii. 29. viil, 33, 34+ 
Here the believer ſtands, and ſtands firm, 
his faith built upon the truth of Gop; his 
pardon and peace ſecured by the death of 
CarrsT, his perſon ſhielded from the ſtroke 
of juſtice through the interpoſing virtue of 
a complete ſatisfaction made for him by 
Jssvs his divine Surety and Sacrifice; his 
conſcience the ſeat of heavealy peace the 
| | fruit 


4 80 
fruit of faith that applied the * blood q 
Iprinkling:“ and his ſoul filled with th 
ſacred emotions of love and gratitude to th 

| Goo of his ſalvation. Here is no room fa 
pride; for ** boajting is excluded by the 13 
OF FAITH.” Rom, iii. 27. Here is no roof 
for deſpair; for, „the blood of Jzsvs CHN 
cleanſeth from ALL six.“ 1 Joln i. 7. He 
is none, for licentiouſneſs or the bold pn 
| ſumption that abuſes the plan of mercy 
ſor, faith puriſſetli the heart,” Ads XV, 9 
and believers are redeemed from all i 1n19uif 
ty, and ſanctified as “ a peculiar peopl 
' zealous of good works.” Titus ii. 14. Bu 
here is ample room for the moſt profoun 
| humility, the moſt ardent love, the mol 
expanſive benevolence, and all the lovelid 
| graces of the chriſtian character; while, t 
+} excite the praiſe and admiration of the ral 
ſomed ſoul, a theme is given to emplo 
both, which even the ages of eternity itſel 
\ ſhall never exhauſt ! 


ln 
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ConcLusIveE DIs8ERTATION. 


O the authorities alteady produced in 
favor of the doctrine of the Atone- 
ent, I might add the opinion of our 
Reformers, whoſe character, as divines, 
onfeſſors, or martyrs, adds veneration and 
reſpectability to the cauſe which they eſ- 
douſed, and in a great meaſure ſanctions 
he ſyſtem of evangelical truth which they 
have handed down to us, and which ſeveral 
f them were ſo honeſt and magnanimous 
as to ſeal with their blood. But, as our 
adverſaries charge us with preſſing human 
authorities into our ſervice, from a conſci- 
dus inability, as they would infinuate, to 
upport our ſyſtem by an appeal «to the law 
and the teſtimony,” [ have on that account 
hitherto declined having recourſe to any 
_ Wreuments but thoſe which ſpring from the 
Col vor. 11. 8 fountain 


682) 
fountain of revealed truth; fully perſuaded; 
that that ſacred ſource alone, without the 
aid of any human compoſition whatever, 
will afford ample materials for the defence 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, againſt any of thoſe 
aſſailants who labour to ſully its * and 
to impede its propagation. 

To the refolution of making ſcripture 
authority the ground-work of the ſyſtem 
immediately under conſideration, I mean in 
variably to adhere, as I have already done, 
Two things, however, deſerve in this place 
our conſideration. Firſt, That the do&trink 
| hitherto diſcufſed, principally relating to 
the divinity of our Logp's perſon, and the 
expiatory nature of his death, are evidently 
the doctrines of our Reformers, and conſti- 
tute two diſtinguiſhing branches of the ſyl- 
tem adopted by the national Church; andjWie n 
therefore, that her miniſters cannot contra- 
vene or elude that authority by with-hold- 


ing or oppoſing thoſe doctrines, without Windefk 
violating EE 


60 
olating the bonds of a ſubſcription as ſo. 
nnn as it is unequivocal, and without for- 
citing a place in the ſacred community of 
hich they are oſtenſible members, and 
vith that, the emoluments connected with 
t. The queſtion, here, is not, whether 
ie Church of England be erroneous or or- 
thodox in the ſyſtem which ſhe hath adopt- 
d; but whether the doctrines, for which 
je contend, be the baſis of her liturgy, 
and whether her miniſters are bound by 
very ſolemn obligation of conſcience, con- 
ſtency, and honor, to make thoſe doctrines 
he ground-work of their own creed and of 
heir public miniſtrations. On the former 
branch of the affirmative part of this queſ- 
ion, there can be no diſputation, except 
vith thoſe who give the plaineſt language 
ie moſt unn Kural and perverted meaning: 
and on the latter, there ought to be no con- 
Nroverſy, ſince equivocation is at all times 
ann and moſtly ſo in things ſacred, 

. G 2 and 
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preponderates above the love of truth andiff 


with evaſion, ſhould ever conciliate imita: 


cometh from Gop, the temptation then be- 


(84) 
4nd the dictates of common honeſty requi © 
that what a man ſubſcribes, he ſhould be 
lieve, and what he believes, he ſhould -preach, 
They ſurely can never poſſeſs ingeriuoug 
minds” to whom integrity and honor are ili 


* pain and grief.“ Rather, the preſump- 
tion is as ſtrong as it can be in any ſimilar 


caſe, that where any earthly confiderationſn; 


righteouſneſs, the ſprings of action muſt bell 
contaminated, and ſome fordid and diſhoJi 


norable motive be the governing principl 
of the heart. How conduct, ſo fraught 


tion or defence, is to be accounted for onlj 
upon the ſuppoſition, that when conſcienc 
loſes its ſenſibility and the honors of the 
world are appretiated above the honor that 


comes irreſiſtible to barter truth for filthy 
lucre, and to urge the example of others in 


apology” for what no examples upon earth 
. 2D” =: can 


11 
Wen ſanction or juſtify; unleſs to followa 
aultitude to do evil” were a ſound maxim, 
and a multitude could alter the nature of 
ruth, or ſtamp innocence on a fact which 
bears the moſt prominent features of guilt.“ 
This reaſoning makes ſo direct an ap- 
Ipeal to the judgment of every unprejudiced 
Bind, and to the feelings of every © honeſt 


and nan, the nobleſt work of Goo,” as a cele- 
ſt be rated Poet ſtyles him; that to doubt of 
iſho ts concluſiveneſs, would be to carry ſpe- 


ulation into the province of ſelf-evident 
ruth; to controvert it, would be to frame 

arguments againſt common ſenſe and com- | 
mon honeſty; and. to deliberat2 upan any 
plans, for the purpoſe of eluding its force, 


and of rendering the tricks of chicanery and 
that 


x be⸗ 
11thy 


TS in 


Drevarication compatible with the claims of 
honor and upright procedure, would be to 
make the laſt error worſe than the firſt, All 
deliberations on a cauſe evidently and radi- 
ally bad, with a view to give it the ſem- 

G 3 blance 


earth 
can 
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in quibus turpis eſſet deliberatio ipſa. 


Have been proved, before the eoncluſſot 
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we are perſuaded that there is a failure 


roneous. The Church of England allow 


men, out of the pale of her communion, tl 


TT Ry 
blance of rectitude, while the root of thelf 
evil remains, is to increaſe the moral tui 
tude of the fact, and to expoſe the authonlf 
of it to the deriſion and aftoniſhment of thi 
whole moral world. Non deliberanda ſunt wii 


We have been told, and from an auths 
rity reſpectable for learning and dignifiel 
in office, but on neither account infallible 
that the Church of England allows ber mi 
niſters to thin? as they pleaſe, and what they thih 
to publiſh, But this is certainly a repreſent: 
tion, in which the aſſumption ought firſt ti 


were drawn from it. If that cannot be de 
monſtrated, this falls to the ground: ant 


demonſtration in the former inſtance, ani 
conſequently that the whole aſſert ion is e 


and, I hope, will always peaceably allow 2 


8 


think 


i Sy 3 

Wthink for themſelves, and with chriſtian to- 
lerance to ſuffer them to ſpeak their ſerr- 
Itiments. But, as ſocieties have ſurely 
the ſame right as individuals, the national 
WChurch, as a large ſociety united by truth 
and bound by laws, has a right to think 
Lor herſelf, and has accordingly adopted a 
ſyſtem of dogmatic theology, a conformity 
Ilible to which is the condition of ingreſs to her 
communion and to a participation of her 


er m. 


bn emoluments. When men have entered her 


ſent communion on that expreſs condition, they 
irt u zre from that moment bound ta think with 
ufo ER; and this cannot be called a hardſhip, 
de gor unreaſonable requiſition, unleſs ſocieties | 
whether civil or religious can be ſuppoſed 
to proſper without laws; that the belt 
mode of eſtabliſhing them would be to'throw 
down all the barriers of reſtrictive regula- 
tion; and that to leave all their members 
to think as they pleaſe, however contrary to 
the ſtatutes of approved wiſdom and to the 
thiol 8 4 . 
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T1 
very nature of ſociety, would be the motif 
effectual method to eſtabliſh order and pra. 


mote unanimity. But“ confuſion and every 
evil work“ would be the reſult of ſuch ; 


principle, were affociated bodies, whethe vou 
national or domeſtic, civil or religious, Meiti 
bandoned to its influence. The Church of. 
England has thought proper to conſider nn Wy 
death of CnRisr as a FULL, PERFECT, po. 
SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE, OBLATION AND sAT H 5. 
FACTION for the ſins of the whole world,” W-1:c 
A-' ſubſcribed belief of this and other graifiih..; 
doctrines, is the teſt of admiſſion to he ron 
communion. Subſcription in that inſtane ¶preſ 
is à required declaration that he who ſub men 
ſcribes, thinks as sHE does; ſo that from thalliMin « 
moment he is no more at liberty to thin peri- 
as he pleaſe or to think contrary to her receiveſlæra 
doctrines, than one, who has taken the oathcont 
of allegiance and abjuration, has a right t vor 
think and write as a Romaniſt, So thaſffour 

Soci. men 


* Sce the Communion Officg and the Articles. 


69 ) 

| Socinianiſm is no more defenſible in him 
Io is a miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
han an acknowledgment” of the ſupremacy 
f the Pope in the realm of Great Britain 


ethar0uld be, in a ſworn Proteſtant. The for- 
s, Mſciture of office and emolument, too, is as 
ch 0 


zuſtly incurred in the one caſe as in the 
other, from the ſimilarity of repugnance to 
poſitive laws, in both. | 

Secondly, It is a conſideration deſerving a 
place here, as well from the connection it 
ears with the. preceding obſervations, as 
from its own intrinſic importance, that, the 
preſent age, notwithſtanding: its advance- 
ment in fome branches of ſcience, cannot 
in conſequence claim a proportionable ſu- 


thing periority in divine illumination above the 
CEIVE ra of the reformation; but that, on the 
oath contrary, the preſumption 1s ſtrongly in fa- 
ht to vor of the ſyſtem we have received from 


ments that ſupport their claim to divine 
les. | ; 5 illu- 


our Reformers, if the preſumptive argu- _ 


( 90 ) 


illumination, are candidly and n, el t. 
amined. ec 
An age of ſcience i is not en an ae 
of wiſdom in things pertaining to Gon hey 
nor is philoſophy always the concomitani.. 
of religion. Of this, the idolatry of Rom. 
and Athens, and the practical abomination ow 
which diſgraced both, at a time when tho hi. 
cities were celebrated throughout the wol ne 
for their ſuperior attainments in arts and 
ſciences, are indiſputable proofs. Unleſs 1 
therefore, a neceſſary and inſeparable con a 
nection between the light of philoſophy liſp 
and that of religion can be demonſtrategy. | 
the progreſs of the latter, or even its exiſ of 


ence at all, cannot neceſſarily be inferret 
from the advancement of the former, Fad 
recorded in ancient and modern hiſtory 
prove, that the world by wiſdom knew nc 
Gov, and that the preaching of Cant 
crucified was to the Greeks, fooliſnneſs. 


The ſons, fairy deducible from thi 
authen- 


( 99 } 
Y eig othenticated fact, is, that fince ignorante 
e Coo, and contempt of the goſpel were 


ie the concomitants of ſcientific wiſdom, 
hey may be ſo again; that as philoſophers 
ornerh “ profeſling themſelves wiſe, became 
UE ols,” Rom. i. 22. the lame folly may alſo 
Wo {ſpring from the ſame ſource, and ſome 
philoſophers in the preſent day be in 
he {ame predicament with their benighted 
brethren of Pagan memory. | 
To * confound the wiſdom of the wile” 


liſpenſations of heaven; and to “ chooſe 
ooliſh things,” inſtruments and means deſ- 
piſed by the learned world, for that pur- 
pole, is ſtill more. explanatory of that de- 
fign, To paſs by the ſchools of philoſo- 
phers, and the ſanhedrim of jewiſh doctors, 
and to ſele& men from the loweſt occupa- 
tions in life for the purpoſe of inveſting 
them with the apoſtolic office, and making 
them the teachers of the ſublimeſt myſteries 
of- 


as been one moſt conſpicuous end of the 


* 


2 
22 — — 5 * 
— ũ «. 


* 


692) 


of religion, is a fact that wonderfully exen | 
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plifies the truth we are confidering. They 

went forth, by the authority of their divin 

Maſter, to Eſtabliſh his kingdom upon earth 

and it was not by © wiſdom of words,” by 
metaphyſical reaſoning and the pomp d 

niceties of philoſophy, that they ſucceedd 

in their miſſion, but by the recital of a fe 

plain facts of incontrovertible evidence prin 

cipally founded on the death and reſurre 

tion of the Mess1an, and by preaching 

« repentance and remiſſion of fins. in hi 

name” to ſinners of every deſcription, and 

of every place and nation. Gop accom 

panied their meſſage © with ſigns and might 

wonders,” not only in the miracles that an 
thenticated their miſſion and ſtamped credi 

bility on their doctrine, but in the progrely 

power, and ſucceſsful propagation of the 
goſpel; ſo that through an immenſe tra 

of country, from Jeruſalem and round 

about. unto Illyricum” even one of the apo 

tles 


( 69 3 
les declares his having preached the zoſp et 


The f Cuxisr. During this diſplay of w4 0 
ivingWower of the ſpirit of Gop,” Rom. xv. 19, 
arth Wy which multitudes were inlightened, re- 


ormed, and ſaved, the ſchools of philo- 
Jophers were left enveloped in thick dark- 
Eels, while thoſe who followed them were 
he dupes of the groſſeſt idolatry and the 
noſt abominable wickedneſs, | 

urteil What Gop did once, the ſtill contin 
o do, His plans are replete with divine 
yereignty, and of unalterable contrivance. 
As the confirmation of truth by miracles 
as neceſſary in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
e repetition of them in actual operation is 
at auÞWo longer requiſite ; but the evidence that 
riſes from their having been once perform- 
d, is for ever permanent. And nothing 
ow appears neceſſary, as an inſtrumental 
edlium in ſalvation, but ſimply to declare 
rouniihoſe truths which miracles once corrobo- 
ted in the teſtimony of the apoſtolic wit- 
tle neſſes. 
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neſſes. If the world, notwithſtanding the di ; 
vinely- authenticated ſyſtem of goſpel truth : 
once abounded with philoſophic unbelie 0 
ers, the wonder ceaſes, that the multitude f 
of them ſhould increaſe in the preſent day; : 
and it is not a little extraordinary that any : 

man ſhould hope for their converſion b 1 
that very philoſophy, which helps, eventu. , 
ally, to blind them, as it deceived ant - 
blinded multitudes in the apoſtolical zi 
But philoſophers tenderly feel for  ead ; 
other. That many of them ſhould tun 
out Atheiſts, Infidels, Licentiates, ani 
ſome of them in principle and practice 
Suicides, notwithſtanding the evidences d 4 
Chriſtianity, the bright hope which it hold 
out beyond the grave, and the purity 6 | 
the ſacred path that leads to it, is a mol 
mortifying phenomenon in the eyes 
thoſe, who talk in ſtrains as lofty, as if re 

| ligion were the only excluſive and legiti 
mate offspring of philoſophy, and to er 
plor 


CT 8 J - 
| ; lore the depths of ſcience were the grand 
| : ualification for being a believer in CHRIST. 
Wut facts reprobate the ſuppoſition, and 
7 f vince the emptineſs of the unhallowed 
| b oaſt ; while eternal truth declares that, 
WP not many wiſe men after the fleſh are call- 
: d,“ but that Gop hath choſen ** the poor 
Wh this world to be rich in faith.” The 
preaching of the Goſpel to the poor” was 
. ne of the ſigns that accompanied and con- 
8 rmed the miſſion of JEsus. But if philo- 
* ; pphy were the beſt endowment for preach- 
* f g that Goſpel, and the medium through 
ich it was to be enforced, the poor muſt 
Joe remained in ignorance for ever, and 
WW wiſe men after the fleſh” have been the 
Wy adepts in divine knowledge. But Gon 
ath reverſed this plan of philoſophic con- 
Wrivance, by leaving men of ſcience in all the 
.. {W-rkneſs of gloomy Scepticiſm and Atheiſtic 
laſphemy, and, by revealing his truths in 
| all 
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all their ſanRifying and animating infuff 
ence to multitudes who never ſaw the fad ; exe 
of a philoſopher. In this procedure Mer 
Deity, as evidently judicial as it is wifi nd 
we behold the words of our Savioux lit be 
rally fulfilled. * I thank thee, O Father ier 
Loxp of heaven and earth, that thou ha 1 
Hip theſe things from the wiſe and prudn 2 
and haſt revealed them unto babes; even {lM ann 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy light * 


Mat. xi. 25, 26. . 

In our vindication of the character of ui 
Reformers, and in the predilection whid 
we feel for the doctrines they have tran 
mitted to us, three conſiderations prind 
pally tend to ſupport the one and to juſtih 
the other— the nature of the reformatid 
itſelf—the peculiar doQrines by which 
was accompliſhed—and the apoſtolical pu 
rity of the lives of thoſe whom Gop diſti 
guiſhed as the authors of it. 
„ 4 5 1. Wie 
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int 1. When the Reformation itſelf js conſi- 
le f _ I mean tp view it detached from that 

ire Nemption from the ſhackles which tyranny | 
via ſuperſtition had thrown upon pur civil 


Wbcrties. For, though religious liberty is 
Wicndly to civil, and the light of revelation 
WS 2uſpicious to the eſtabliſhing of the poli- 

Wical rights of mankind ; yet as every revo- 
ton in ſtates is not neceſſarily productive 
# reformation in religion, and an emanci- 
ation from the chains of political bondage, 
E tay not always terminate in the ſacred 
freedom which Chriſtianity teaches; but 
Ince, on the contrary, in avoiding one ex- 
ene there is a poſſibility of flying to 
e oppoſite one, and ſuperſtition may be 
changed for abſolute infidelity;;; what we 
e ſometimes ſeparated” in fact, we are al- 
owed to ſeparate in ſpeculation. Happily 


al pifWndeed for the people of this country, the 
era of the Reformation was diſtinguiſhed 


bleſſings that rendered that event auſpi- 
Wham Vor. II. H ſcious 
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dence, and produced the moſt ſalutary co : 


the ſame divine hand which wrought | 
glorious a reformation, would neceſſaiſi auf 
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cious to the deareſt intereſts of mankind-if 
every reſpet. It was the effect of a md ; | 
confpicuous interpoſition of Divine Proy : 


ſequences in the reformation of multitul 
from the dominion of Satan and of ſn | 
The light that ſhone at this period, lilk 1 
that of the riſing ſun, diſpelled the milf 
of error and cheared the moral world vil 
the ſanctifying irradiation of goſpel trut i 
As righteouſneſs and truth are concon 

tants, we may eaſily judge of the cauſe fl 
the effects, and, from both, conclude, thi 


guide the inſtruments concerned in it, how 
ſuch a manner, as that no radical en bore 


ſhould contaminate a ſyſtem of doctrine ai of C 
tinguiſhed in its progreſſive influence by WW lity 


great and happy a change, It is extrenqq cru{ 
injudicious to attribute the reformation W the 


the prince who firſt threw off the ſupremiſ bell, 


* 


{ 99: J. 
f the Roman Pontiff, This was a mere- 
s political ſtroke, and was evidently nothing 
1 : more than an eager graſp at power, by 
7 Cor ; hich the ſource of tyranny Was changed 
itull but not the evil itſelf; by which the church 
f fin | was ſpoiled of its emoluments to fill the 
„ lifMcoffers of a domeſtic inſtead of a foreign 
_ eſpot; and by which perſecution, tyranny, 
d vi and ſaperſtition changed maſters, without 
trutil any alteration of their nature or their opera- 


ncon tion. And had the reformation, as in this 


e fra | ſtage, it is ſometimes called, ſtopped here, 
e, Mit would have no more deſerved that name 
ght under Harry VIII. than under the bloody 


effaril 
Wl 
1. en 
ne dl 
e by! 


treme 


auſpices of one of his daughters. What he, 
however, never intended, and what ſhe la- 
bored to prevent, the over-ruling providence 
of Gop brought to paſs by an inſtrumenta- 
lity which both, if permitted, would have 
cruſhed to death. Our Biſhops and Clergy, in 
the reigns of the illuſtrious Edward and Eliza- 
beth, were _ highly-iavored inſtruments to 
H2a whom 


tion! 


rein 
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whom we owe the Reformation, and, unde 


God, the ſyſtem of doctrine which was there 

baſis of it. Their names ought to be hell w 

in everlaſting remembrance for fo great 1 

work, and their function, proportionablyil / 

 Fevered, by all who do not forget the revo ue 
lution itſelf, and who with well to the apo, f 

tolical doctrines which are its diſtinguiſnin e. 

glory. To conciliate veneration for tho. 

doctrines, the Hiſtory of the Reformatic(iﬀ'** 

on the continent as well as in our bei 

country, is a ſtrong and indiſputable" 

voucher; and we might 'defy their advet- Ber 

faries to produce one event by fair hiſtori ude 
evidence, ſimilar in extent of influence ai. 

local operation, effected by the oppolite th 
tenets, Hiſtories of pernicious Hereſies f wi 
indeed, thoſe noxious tares that have 2 
noyed the growing plant of Reformation, calm 
may be produced in abundance. But theſe" 
- only prove, that it has been ever a firati lg 
| ei 


gem of Satan to interrupt, and, if poſſible 
1 A þ 


F 109 0 


inder "2 counter-a& the work of Gon; and in 


s tel very ſuch caſe, the higheſt authority has 


hell 
eat ii 
ably | 
revo· 
apo. 
(hin 
thor 


ſured us that“ AN ENEMY HATH DONE. 
HIS.” F 
II. It has been lamented, and with: too 
uch juſtice, that with many, the doctrines 
f the Reformation are growing into diſ- 
epute, though it is matter of conſolation, 
t the ſame time, that Gop hath been 
leaſed greatly to increaſe the number: of 


zation 
e beir admirers and advocates; and to diſtin- 
1table uiſh a revival of thoſe doctrines by an ins | 


luence on the minds and manners of multi- 
udes, which, however calumniated by ſlan- 
er and miſrepreſentation, is accompanied 


xdver- 
iſtoric 
e and 
polite 
refies 
7e att 
ation, 
theſe 
ſtrat 
ſſible, 

(0 


ith effects, the exiſtence and divine origin 
f which can neither be refuted nor reaſon- 
bly contradited ; while ignorance or con- | 
ealment of them, is always marked by their 
leparable attendants, profaneneſs and ir- 
eligion. To glory in the Reformation as 
n event of allowed importance, and to 
MI overlook 
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overlook or depretiate the ſyſtem whio|il 
produced it, is a ſpecies of inconſiſtency 
and ingratitude, for which language has ng : 
a name ſufficiently expreſſive ; it is mani 
feſtly to deſtroy the connection which ſub 
fiſts between cauſes. and effects, to difſolwii 
the union between truth in principle, an 
rectitude in practice, to ſeparate what Goff 
hath indiſſolubly joined together, to be uff 
thankful for one of the greateſt bleſſing 
under heaven, and indirectly to pour cot 
tempt on thoſe venerable men of Gov, ti 
fruits of whoſe labors as miniſters and d 
whoſe blood as martyrs, we are at this di 
reaping, with' ſo much peace and ſo mud 
honor. ha, EET 
The doctrines of our Reformers, to whit 
her miniſters profeſs a ſubſcription ex ani 
and which are ſyſtematically compriſed i 
the TIR TVY-NINE ARTicLEs, form the bal 
of her Liruxev, and are enforced in a ſiyﬀt<0u! 
of doctrinal amplification in the How 
A Principal 
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WW incipally relate to the guilt and depravity- 
5 f human nature; the ſovereignty and eſſi- 
O cy of Divine Grace in the diſtribution 


mani its favors; the juſtification of believers 
 ſub{Mcough the merits and righteouſneſs of 


W::57; the nature and neceſſity of good 
Works following after juſtification as the 
Wruits of faith; the doctrine of the Divine 
W nity as perfectly conſiſtent with the equa- 
ity of the Three Perſons, FarREA, SON, 
nd Sp1R1IT, exiſting in one undivided and 
[1 ncomprehenſible eſſence; the proper Deity 
ff CyrIsT ; the work of the Holy Spirit in 
egeneration ; the atonement and ſatisfac- 
ion made by the death of the Son of Gop; 
he divine conſciouſneſs of an intereſt in 
edemption, by the teſtimony of the Holy 
Spirit, accompanied with his ſanctify- 
ing fruits, and a life of perſevering confor- 
mity to the moral image of Cur1sT in righ- 
teouſneſs and true holineſs; the plenary 
inſpiration of the ſcriptures, and the ſuff- 
I 4 ciency 
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ciency of the ſacred canon for every pu 
poſe of doctrine, reproof, correction, ai f 

inſtruction in righteouſneſs. - ij a 
Such are the doctrines of our Reformen 
delivered in language ſo plain, and in tem : 
of ſuch preciſe and grammatical ignification 5 
that they require no expoſition to ma 
them more. perſpicuous, and need only t 5 
be compared with the ſacred writings i 
evince their conformity to them. The la 
guage of them is human, but the truth 
and ſentiments which they contain, are j ; 
divine authority; and in that view ſub 
ſcription is demanded to them. The : 
ſand, as it is devoutly to be wiſhed 
may ever ſtand to lateſt ages, a bai 
againſt the encroachments of thoſe errut 
which have, at different periods, infeſte 
the church, and which are revived in th 
Preſent day, with a bold licence of thougit 
and expreſſion hardly ever paralleled in 
writings of the moſt outrageous Heel 
; archs 


( nog ) 
y pul 2 hs. ou have Dea contemptyoully, 


beg 


| F Dae fall A which, . has been a ee 
rmen redicted. But the indecent abuſe here as 
tem Mittle affects us, as the prophecy alarms our 
cation : ears. Horns indeed this ſacred altar has, 
mati rong enough, I hope, to repel the enrag- 


nly ed and impotent aſſaults of its adverſaries, 
ngs tiff hcther confederated by faction or frantic 
e laWvith Sibylline or Socinian enthuſiaſm ; horns, 


truth potent and numerous enough to attach the 
are MPoldeſt Hereſies and make them bleed to 
„ ſub death beneath the deep, keen ſearchings of 
The the ſword of the Spirit, and the ſucceſsful 
| e vounds given by the hand of ſacred con- 
barrietroverſy, armed with no other weapon than 
the word of Gord. At this altar, many 
champions have ſtood to guard its founda- 
in th tion, and have offered up their lives upon 
oui it, rather than deſert the ſtructure, or deny 
the hand of divine interpoſition that conſe- 
crated and reared it. EsTo PgRPETUA he 
" = n_ 
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ever written on its baſe! And, as the 
ſtruggles in the preſent day have terminate d 
deciſively in favor of the ſyſtem that ſup- f 
ports it, may a ſucceſſion of witneſſes b 


oli 
er 


er 


raifed up for the ſame purpoſe in futur 
and with ſimilar ſucceſs! that whether er 
Tor chooſe to fight beneath the banner df 
Socinus, and the pompous name of phil 
ſophy, or, as a dernier reſort, to wield thi : 
diſhonorable weapon of poſthumous dels 
mation, aſperſing where it cannot conquer 
and calumniating after death the hand, bl 
whoſe living ſtroke the monſter lay dead 
the foot of the altar ;”—that whatever i 
the form or weapons of combat, the ſcal 
of victory may preponderate, as it hath h. 
therto done, on the ſide of the apoſtolic 
faith of the eſtabliſhed Church. 

That every truth of revelation ſhould be 
controverted, is neither new nor ſurpriſing 
Men ſpeaking perverſe things to dri ger 
diſciples after them” aroſe, even in the apo. tio! 


* 


x tolic 


6 3 2 
f 107 
is the 


ic age; and the blaſphemies of EBion and 
inatel W-rinthus are too well known to be quoted 
t ſup ere as ſpecimens of thoſe tares, which 
les bfWprung up with the earlieſt fruits of primi- 


Wie Chriſtianity, That the doctrines of 
er eine reformed churches ſhould meet with a 


ger of 


uture 


milar oppoſition, is ſtill leſs extraordinary, 
Wince every age has produced a ſucceſhon of 
es to the apoſtolic faith; and what one 
as advanced, that which ſucceeds it, will 
Wnaintain with multiplied increaſe as well as 


er error is infinite; and (“ there muſt be 


is one, 


ver bWhercſies” to try the ſtrength of truth, and 
ſcal the patience of its friends. | 
th hi. The doctrines of our Church are inimical 
oſtolir 


equally to heterodoxy, enthuſiaſm and li- 
centiouſneſs; to the credulity of the Deiſt, 
the libertiniſm of the Free-thinker, to the 
pride of the mere Rationaliſt, and the con- 
genial ſpirit of Atheiſm, to the cold devo- 
 apol- tion of the man of form, and the ſelf- com- 
tolic e placency 
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placency of. modern Phariſaiſm in all i 
branches. By teaching the doctrine of t 
Trinity, her ſyſtem is equi-diſtant from M 
hometaniſm and its twin- brother Unitaria 
iſm; by enforcing the divinity and atone 


* 


A 

ment of CugisT, ſhe condemns the hereſlfi$; r 
of Arians and Socinians; by maintaining tis: 
doctrine of original ſin, ſhe guards again um 
the Pelagian herefy, from whence all thi Wons 
others ſpring as its natural offspring. With *7 
out pretending to miracles, ſhe holds th a, 
<< inſpiration of the Holy Spirit whidW:n: 
cleanſes the thoughts of the heart, tif 
which gives a right judgment in all thing: ! 
neceſſary to ſalvation; and by combining io 
inſtuence with inſtruction or the ſanctified uith 
of the written word, ſhe defends the truiſſio 
againſt thoſe who deny all inſpiration, anf. 
equally ſo againſt that worſt ſpecies of en an 
thuſtaſm, which claims divine influence app 
opere operato without any information iſt. 
the intellectual faculty, and which ſubſti oth 
tuteſee 


— 1 


k 19) | 
tes a faricied light within; and the chi- 
kras of an impreſſible imagination in the 
Jon of that . sunE word or proPHtcy,” 
W which we are exhorted to take heed, 28 
S - 11GHT that ſhineth 18 u PARK PLACED 
maintaining the doctrine of ſalvation by 


ereliq 
1g tifW21sr alone, "ſhe cuts at the root of all 
a gainſhuman merit, and provides for the confola- 


11 ns of true religion, as well as for the 
With actice of it, in whit deſerves the naine 
is th arriculus flantis vel cudentis ecclefie or the 


whicW:10d diſcriminating doctrine of Proteſt- 
„ autiſm, juſtification by faith alone in the 
hinge merits and righteoufneſs of tlie Sox f 
ung ioo. By making good works the-fruits of 
ed ulfitn, and the (evidences of a conſiſtent pro- 


trutiMW(3on of religion, ſhe takes care neither to 
nfound the order nor to mutilate the 
ranches of true Chriſtianity, which pre- 
ce oppoſes the goodneſs of the tree before the 
kiſtence and goodneſs of the fruit, and 
oth to be inſeparably united in ey -ſtb- 
N of falvation. = 80 


e 
50 cloſe is the union between pure ai 
ſpiritual devotion and the peculiar doin : 
of the goſpel, that the latter cannot 
denied witnout deſtroying the very exil - 
ence of the former. They who do uf 
worſhip Gop in ſpirit and in truth, with i 
enlightened judgment and a renewed hen 
render him the ſacrifice of ignorance a 
ſtupidity; or rather indeed, they do n 
worſhip him at all, unleſs the ſacrifice 
fools who conſider not what they do” Ec 
v. 1. be the moſt acceptable ſervice, af 
the homage of dulneſs and darkneſs wa 
beſt intitled to the notice and the favor 
| heaven. . A 


vi 


df 


Our Reformers appear to have been 
ſenſible of this, that they kindled the 
of devotion at the altar of truth, and 
rived all the doctrines by which our lit 
gical ſervices are animated, from the fol 
tain of the goſpel. An invocation equi 
of the divine perſons in the Trinity, who 
withy 


. 


ire Without preſuming to expliin the nature 
„am i © their ſubſiſtence, ſhe acknowledges as 
not - dne Gop in eſſence, is the ſeal which her 
y e : public ſervice ſets to the firſt, and in 'her 
do 1 jon; the moſt n dogrine Ae. 
with 


—— 


d heuer faith and eee By confe ng ng that 
nce iy there is No HEALTH 1N vs” by nature, ſhe 
do ni 


Wnakes an acknowledgment, without which 
-rificef 3 
Fade 
ce, all 
eſs vl 
avors: 


prayer would be the diſguiſe of hypocriſy, 
and the arrogant addreſs of ſinners opening 
heir mouth before the throne of Gon to 
nſult his omniſcience and contradi& his re- 
elation, by indirectly denying what ſcrip- 
ture and facts indiſputably prove; and wit l- 
put which acknowledgment, the ſervice, 
hether extemporaneous, or by a form, whe- 


been 
the! 


and 
ther ſurreptitious, and mutilated, or the fruit 


ur lit 
of original compoſition, that proceeds upon. 


he fob 
equi 
2 who 


a ſuppoſition of man's inherent innocence, 


is nothing but the bold and preſumptuous 
falſity 


j 


with 


_ timent, and puts the language of truth al [ 


© ang 
falſity of the Phariſee thrown into 'a p : 
tionary form, by which a company: of mii 
rable finners approach the Majefty of hea 
with pride and - inſult, and virtually 5 N bt 

* Gor,” we thank thee, that wr are not 
*other-men are.” Our Church abhors the 


humility into the mouth of her miniſ 1 

and members, by the uſe of which, the Mt 

unworthineſs they confeſs and lament LR] 
<conviction be added to confeſſion) is the pe 

per ſubje& of the recipiency of thoſe favonliic(: 
which in the communication of them, i . 
ways preſuppoſe the grace of him whe gi 
and the demerit of him who receives. hi 
congregational fervice conducted upon s 
| oppoſite plan of doctrine is Pharifaiſm u e 
| maſked, and is even worſe than Deiſm. of 
The doctrine of divine and ſupernatun *. 
influence is an explicit doctrine of the R a. 
formation. We pray that Gop would ni « | 


444 12 8 . tall 


k „ Þ 


d and governed“ that he would“ grant 
at be rightful”—that he would * ſend 


Moſt excellent gift of charity, the very bond 
FF perfeftneſs.” Our Reformers require 
je ve at miniſters ſhould declare, they are * 1y- 
| DL MOVED BY THE HoLy Gnosr to 
mt 
favoneſent in the 17th Article true believers as 


m, i\W/eeling in themſelves the workiNGs. or 


y-give 
es. b 
on Ul 
fm u 


ght as doctrine, is uſed as 2 ſubject of. 
ayer and ſupplication. Therefore, in the 


m. of ordaining, we read or ſin g. 
rnatun Come Holy Ghoſt, our ſouls inſpire. 
he R & And lighten with celeſtial fire; 


& Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
* Who doſt thy ſeven-fold gifts imparts?” Sc. 
ol. II. I To 


d n0i 
45 tal 


1 : ke his Holy Spirit from us,” becauſe ec by 
In the whole body of the church is ſancti- 


W the Spirit to THINK and po thoſe things 


e Holy Ghoſt to pour into our hearts that 


e upon them” the ſacred office, and re- 


Pos HoLy Six. drawing up their minds 
high and heavenly things.” What is 


( 114 ) 
To regulate the thoughts, to ſanctify thy : 
affetions, to guide the judgment in the way g 
truth, to inlighten and govern the churd 
to pour into the heart the choiceſt giftsq 
heaven, to qualify miniſters for their in 
portant function by INSPIRING THl 


OR Ie oe A LEP Cups R 2 3 8 
ccc I ORB Is, 3 
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SOULS WITH SACRED FIRE,” and by purinf 
ing their motives for entering the miniſy ; 
from low, ſordid, and intereſted attaiM 
ments, and to give religion one of its dil 
tinguiſhing characteriſtics by making tl 


heart to © FEEL“ its influence—— ſuch G 
the great and weighty ends for which iſ 
are taught to invocate the Holy Spirit f 1 
God, and to pray for his ſaving operation 
Thoſe words, which are ſo obnoxious in il 
very ſound of them to the vulgar or mo i 
ear, were familiar and dear to our Refon 4 
dich as ** inſpiration, effuſion, ill 
mination, inward feeling,” Nc. To den 
now, that they held any ſuch doctrine, 
hat of Divine Influence, would be as unit 

. . Joni 


© 5. ) 


fy the : 
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on = as to aſſert, that there is no ſuch. 
9) W-ompoſition in the world as the Liturgy of. 
hurd he Church of England. And they who 
zifts 1 


eny the former, and yet retain the latter, 
_ YT better | be conſiſtent, and abandon both: 


Hil 
5 Wor, they can never reconcile together the 
puriſ f 


Die of the Litargy and a denial of Divine 
nini 


, * 232 A 5 , oe 8 5 
TTV 


ane... 
* 


; nſpiration 3 ; and they ought to confi der, 
may 2 at that inconſiſtency which prompts a 
its dl Win to ſacrifice the dictates of conſcience _ 
ng 1 the pleas of emolument and convenience, : 


* ads to wound religion in its plaineſt prin- 


* 


nich ples, and induces a ſtrong perſuaſion that 


pirit ligion has, indeed, no concern at all in 
eratiob duct, that even heathen morality would 
is in ii | uſh to own. If it be urged, abſtractadly 
or mo 
Refori 
on, ill 
0 den 


Trine, 


n the inconſiſtency we have juſt conſi- 
red, that that cannot be true which does 
Pt come within the ſphere of a man's own 
rlonal experience and which contradicts 
feelings; ſo likewiſe might one born 
ind, argue againſt the light of the ſun, 
1 2 becauſe 


as Une 
Wy {onal 


( 

becauſe be never ſaw it. Yet the exiſtence| N 
and ſenſible irradiation of that glorious ly. . 2 
minary would not be leſs a truth, though : 
all the blind men in the world were to deny : 
it; neither would their feelings be admitted 
as a deciſive plea in their favor, or julti 
their comment on thoſe, whoſe organs 0 : 


viſion are in a ſound ſtate, becauſe the inle 4 ec 
of their own ideas is depraved. Whether, : av 
therefore, men, in a ſimilar ſtate as to mori . li 
ſenſe, will believe it or not, it muſt alway : a\ 
remain a truth that the natural man n : nd 
ceiveth not the things of the. Spirit of God, nei Die 
ther can he know them BECAusE they 1 
SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED;” 1 Cor. ii. 14. and Wt 
yet that believers ** receive the Sp1zir Md 
Gor that they may xNow ivo kid t T 
things freely given them N of Gob. do 
ver. 12. And again; „ Gop, who con it 
manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs hate 

ort 


ſhined eAzmuy in our hearts, to give thi 
LIGHT Q740jco of the KNOWLEDGE of tht 
5 1 


: B 
Wolory of God in the face of Jesvs CHRIST.“ 


8 lu. 7 
ouch : 5 Cor , iv. 6. 
dem The principal objections brought —_ 


nittell he neceſſity and nature of this inſpiration, 
jut Nee, that it is contrary to reaſon, and may 
ead to enthuſiaſm, Theſe are popular ob- 


a ine tions, becauſe they nurture pride and 
ether | ave the trouble of ſcripture inquiry; and 


) of W liberal epithets, with many, are known to 


. 


alway dave more force than a thouſand arguments, 


Ind are therefore uſed as the moſt conv * 

1, ne ient ſubſtitute for them. Men are allowed 
ey an | o be warm and in earneſt upon all ſubjects, 
4. ant thoſe which reſpect the cauſe of Go 


iT ON 


lan fe- 


nd truth. Enthuſiaſm in vicious and world- 
purſuits, in the thirſt of gain, and the 
dor of low and diſſipated gratification paſſes 
pithout cenſure ; becauſe, indeed, it muſt 
acknowledged that it has the many to ſup- 
ort its credit: but religion is one, and but 


wv the 
" Gon. iſ 
> con 
ſs hati 
ive th 
of tht 
log 


w are its warm friends. Can we * ſtrive” 
o muck to enter in at the ſtrait gate? 
1 3 Can 


1 

Can we * give” too much . diligence to make 
our calling and election ſure ?” Need we 
be cautioned againſt loving Gov too much, 
or are we in danger of loving the world too 
little? Can we too earneſtly ſeek the one 
thing needful, or ſerve the Lozp to exceſs? 

Alas! the inferiority of our ardor in things 
ſacred is ſo great, when compared with the 
vehement deſire after the things of the world 


in the temper and conduct of our objectors, 
that it leaves great room for lamentation on 
and little for cenſure, on theirs. 


our part, 


Did the divine influence for which we 


contend, ſuperſede the ule of the means of 


grace, or imply a diſregard fur any of the 


inſtitutions of heaven; did it tend to nur- 


ture the unhallowed tempers of pride and 


preſumption, or to omit the practice of any 


one moral virtue or.vone ſocial duty; did 


we {uppole that the imagination were the ſeat 
of its operations, and not the under jlanding, 


or that religious impreſſion, abfſtraRedly 
— from 
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rule 
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1 
from the holy ſcriptures, were a ſufficient 
rule of conduct ;—then indeed our obje&ors 
might be furniſhed with materials for co- 
pious and ſucceſsful arguments againſt the 


| dotrine: and it muſt be allowed, that the 


mapſodies of ſome, the ſtrange viſions re- 
ported by others as repreſented to their 
imagination, the frantic geſtures of the 
body, and that boldeſt flight of proud en- 
thuſiaſm, a pretenſion to prophetic impulſe, 
have all tended to bring the truth into diſ- 
repute. But the abuſe of a doctrine in 
ten thouſand forms is no argument againſt 
its reality; nor could we be juſtified in 
abaydoning it, though it were diſgraced by 
rilonaries more numerous than its friends. 
We profeſs to have nothing to do with that 
influence, which has often no other foun- 
dation than the chimeras of the fancy, the 
reveries of a dreaming imagination, 'and, 
lometimes, the impreſſible and changeable 
lenſations of a diſordered frame; that has 

4 been 
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been ſometimes known to aim at a penetn. 
tion into the ſecrets of the inviſible world, 
and to report the tranſaRions of the regions 
of miſery and happineſs; to transform 2 
lunatic or ſome fortune- telling dreamer of 
dreams“ into a prophet, and to conſult, x 
oracles, men only fit to be ſecluded from 
all ſociety, for the folly and impiety, which 
their wickedneſs or inſanity may have pro- 
duced. In all ſuch caſes, though the name 
and influence of 'the Holy Spirit may be 
preſſed into the ſervice, that Holy Agent 
has no more hand in the buſineſs than he 
had in the ſorceries of Simon Magus. No, it 
is that lying Spirit in the mouth of ſome 
prophets” which is permitted to go forth to 
ſeduce unbelievers and hypocrites, and to 


try Gos ele, whom © if it were poſſible,” 


he would alſo « deceive ;” but, he cannot: 
for, He who guides them into all ſaving 
truth, ſanRifies their judgment and keeps 


them from *« believing a Lye," by the belief 
of 


of 
titu 
they 
hard 
fions 
and 

oper: 
leaſt, 
ducec 


ſome 
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effect. 
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light 
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of which the Father of lyes keeps mul · 
titudes in his ſnare, dreaming of bliſs, while 
they are on the brink of ruin. And I 
hardly ever knew an inſtance of ſuch delu- 
ſons, where the whole truth was ſoundly 
and judiciouſly preached, and the genuine 
operations of the Holy Spirit enforced. At 
leaſt, if an inſtance occurred, the party ſe- 
duced by a lying ſpirit has always joined 
ſome congenial claſs, and quitted the goſ- 
pel: for, the ſhades of night do not more 
electually flee before the riſiag ſun, than 
the demon of enthuſiaſm does, before the 
light of goſpel truth, and the ſound of 
that trum pet, which, while it charms the 


ear with the meſſage of peace to a guilty 
world, renews and humbles the heart, and 
ys a foundation for every good word and 
fork, Folly in the imagination, error in 
the judgment, pride in the heart, blaſphe- 
Dy from the lips, and irregularity in the 
onyerſation, are the leading features of 

genuine 


E 

genuine enthuſiaſm: and à conſiderable 
portion of this aflemblage of evils would 
be found, upon a cloſe ſcrutiny, to con- 
ſtitute the character of thoſe very men, who 
profeſs an abhorrence of the ſource from 
whence they flow. But it is no uncommon 
thing for men who are the firſt to ſhout 
The ſpiritual man is mad” Hof. iii. 7. to 
be in the real predicament which they 
would falſely impute to others ; as, Was 
the caſe with the Jews, who ſaid that 
CHe1sT was mad,“ John x. 10, at a time 
when they abandoned themſelves to all the 
outrage of blaſphemy and cruel aſpei ſion, 
the worſt ſpecies of madneſs. 

Our Reformers inculcate no influence, 
and allow none to be divine, which is ſepa- 
rate from the written word of Goon, ot 


contrary to it. Their words are remarkable, 
« In our doings, that will of Gop 1s to be 
followed, which we have expreſlly declared 
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unto us in the word f Gop.“ And again; 
« Holy Scripture containeth all things ne- 
cellary to ſalvation: ſo that whatſoever is 
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 


is not to be required of any man that 
it ſhauld be believed as an Article of 
Faith.” F Theſe declarations cut up by 
the very root all real enthuſialm, whoſe 
province it is to follow the ignis fatuus of 
finciful impreſſion or the erroneous dogmas 
f unenlightened reaſon, as its guides, not 
he ſcriptures of truth interpreted accord- 
ing to the mind of the Spirit. If, then, 
the influence for which we contend, ſanRi- 
hes the judgment, by making it the ſeat of 
ruth, and informs the intellectual faculty 
hrough the medium of the ſcriptures, for 
he purpoſe of regulating the affections and 
producing a voluntary coincidence of the 
uman will with the will of Gov, in faith 


nd practice; there can be no danger of en- 


thuſiaſm 


* 17th Article. + 6th Article. 
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thufiafm in this caſe, unleſs it can be ſup. 
pofed, that the living oracles of Gop can 
miſlead us; that nE by whoſe holy inſpin. 


tion the ſcriptures were written, be an in. 
ſufficient guide; or that impreſſions on the 

imagination be likely to operate above the 
light of the underſtanding illuminated from 
the very fountain of wiſdom, and deter. 
mined in its views either intellectual ot 
practical, by the expreſs word of Gop. Al 


ſaving light, power, and purity, are com- 


municated through that word, as their pro- 


per medium. All doQrines and experience 
are to be tried by it, as by an infallible tel 
of both. The Horx SpiriT teaches by the 
word, and, for the moſt part, by the preach- 
ing of it, otherwiſe a revelation would be 
unneceſſary, and every meeting of believ- 


ers ought to be a ſilent one. But “ faith" 


cometh by hearing. and hearing, by the 


word of Gop.“ The united influence of the 


Spirit and of the 1 tellimopy 8 go to- 
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ether, by mutual and harmonious co-ope- 
ation, in all that are ſaved ; hence the 
ANCTIFIGATION or THE SPIRIT and the Bg- 
er OF THE TRUTH” are conjoined, in all 
he heirs of ſalvation. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. To 
leny the influence of the former, or the 
fron pſtrumentality of the latter, independent 

feach other, is to err equally, though in 
7 ppolite extremes; the one leading to fana- 
ciſm in its wildeſt career, the other, to all 


he abuſes which the carnal heart makes, 


| or 
All 
com- 
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ether, 


nd muſt neceſſarily make, of the ſcrip- 
ures, when left to its own light, which, in 
he judgment of Gop, is only darkneſs, 
If the light, that is in you, be darkneſs, 
ow great is that darkneſs!” And greater 
here cannot be, than for a man to make 
he word, the Spirit, or vice verſa, to aſ- 
rt, that, when, dur Lorp promiſed to 
lend the ComrorTes to guide his diſci- 
ls into all THE truth,” ES Tara THN 
ear, Jein. xvi. 13. the Spirit and the 
trut i 
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truth into which he ſhould guide them, were of 


in nature, or, in language, the fame, E po!! 
any will be fo bold as to ſeparate the one itt 
from the other, or to impute enthuſiaſm to tio 
the doctrine of Divine Influence as neceſ. Wer! 
ſary. to open the underſtanding to un. nen 
derſtand the ſcriptures,” the charge falls not We! % 
upon us, who aſſert it, but upon revelation Witt 
itſelf, which declares, that no man can {Wzccor 
call Jesus, Lord, Bur BY THE Holy 
Gnosr.“ 1 Cor. xii, 3. aſert, 

If the objection, that Divine Influence 
is contrary to Reaſon, mean, that the exer- ere, 
tion of the rational faculty is, thereby, to-Þ:tion 
tally ſuperſeded, the objection has no force iudgir 
becauſe, we maintain, that no more is doneWudge 
here, as to the operations of the human{Mgrcea 
mind, than occurs upon every occaſion, {W10po! 
when inſtruction is communicated for the ontai 
purpoſe either of removing erroneous àp ih 
prehenſions which may have corrupted theWated i 


judgment, or of conveying the knowledge Ive in 
| 2 
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of ſome truth, new to the underſtanding in 


point of comprehenſion, and to the heart 
with reſpect to impreſſive force. A propo- 
tion is laid before the mind; the truth or 
error contained in it, -is ſubmitted to that* 
mental exertion by which ideas are compar- 
ed with each other, and the judgment is 
left at free exerciſe to approve or rejeR, 
according to its own native ' diſcernment. 
But, it would be contrary to known fact, to 
afſert, that becauſe the human heart poſ- 
ſeſes a ſuſceptibility of truth, it is, there- 
fore, not ſuſceptive of error; or becauſe the 
rational faculty has an innate capacity of 
julging, that it muſt therefore invariably 
judge 777ht, and always make its deduRions 
For, if a 
ropoſition be not underſtood, or the ideas 


zorceably to the laws of truth. 


ontained in it not accurately compared 
vith each other; or, if the truths, predi- 
ted in it, have never been known by poſi- 
ve information ;.in the former caſe, though 
| the 


A Deco 
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the reaſoning faculty exert its operation, . 7 
the inferences muſt be erroneous ; and, in I lity 
the latter, the capacity of judging having, ¶ to c 
in this inſtance, no ſubje& to work upon, Wlintu 
the mind muſt, ſo far, be in a ſtate of pro- the! 
found ignorance ; unleſs it will be argued try, 
that what a man does not underſtand, he mayer, 
accurately judge of, or that what he hure. 
never heard of, and of which an idea hee c 
never been communicated in any form or elped 
by any medium, he may nevertheleſs knowſſo19! 
by intuition. But, intuitive knowledge inat 
the prerogative of Gon only, and not o ſtem 
any finite being throughout the univerſe, The 
and ſtill leſs of fallen man, who, though his ruth i 
vanity may prompt him to pretend to wilt of 
dom, is nevertheleſs . born like the wildongh 
Aſs's colt.” Job. xi. 12. Thus St. PaulW'cry 1 
fays of the Heathens, including even their* is! 
wiſeſt Philoſophers, that © they became vuuffbtion 
in their imagination and their fooliſh hearts - 
| Os Ich w 


were darkened.” Rom. i. 21. 
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This reaſoning, while it proves the utt- 
lity and abſolute neceſſity of a revelation, 


Ir to communicate truth, which man cannot 
intuitively know, and for want of which 
the heathen world ran into the groſſeſt idol- 
atry, tends alſo to prove, that men may 
rr, from various cauſes, even when truth 
is revealed. For, were not this the caſe, 
the chriſtian world would be of one opinion 
eſpecting revealed truth, and all the diſ- 


n of 
non rordant fentiments of different ſe&ts ter- 
ge rinate in perfect unanimity of mind and 


ſtem. 3 „ Fl» 

The power to judge arizht of revealed 
zuth is different from the mere natural capa- 
ity of the human mind to do ſo: Becauſe, 
hough the latter be the prerogative of 
cry rational being as ſuch, yet the for- 
er is not neceſlarily. ſo, ſince ſo many ex- 
ptions evince the error of the contrary 
ppoſition. The influence, therefore, for 
hich we contend, while it leaves the Judg- 
Vor. Ws K 5 ment 
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. 
ment to its own diſcretional powers opent- 


in 
ing upon revealed truth, only enables the ps 
mind to judge rightly of what, it is at leaſt per 
poſſible, it may judge wrong; and it isin WM uſe 
this view that our Reformers teach us to inſt 
pray for that * inſpiration” which aſſiſts u j 
to © THINK” and “ Do always thoſe thing the 
that be rightful.” The mind in this caſe, vi be. 
as a pupil, receiving inſtruction through WM fron 
ſome medium of ſcience, and receiving it and 
by the agency of a tutor, who aſſiſts it in the the 
courſe of its own operations; not to ſupe the 
ſede, but to aid and direct, its force aright MM the 
toward the ſatisfactory acquilition of truth fall 
and knowledge, which, without ' both con And 
not have been effectually attained, £3, (Hey 
Thus the Holy Spirit acts as a Divine In- right 
ſtructor, in * teaching all things” necellani That 
to be known * to the ſoul's health ;: and S121 
the conviction, he produces, may be ſo l hrow!, 
ſaid to be highly rational, as the truth h rave 
&, þ 


teaches is communicated to the underſtand 
5 un 


- 


3 
ing, and, as He aſſiſts, without forcing, and 
ſanctifies the reaſoning faculty, without ſuf- 
pending its operations or ſuperſeding the 


uſe of means adapted to the purpoſe of 
inſtruction. | | 


Af" this divine proceſs, in what concerns 
the illumination from whence it originates, 
be controverted, the controverſy is directly 
from that moment between the diſputant 
and the word of GoD; and, in whoſe favor 
the ſcale of argument will preponderate, let 
the following ſcriptures determine. But 
the Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall Tract you all things.“ Joln xiv. 26, 
And when he is come he will reprove 
Heyde convince) uE worLD of ſin, of 
righteouſneſs and of judgment,” chap. xvi. 8. 
That the Father of glory may give r the 
derr of wiſdom and REVELATION in the 
| howledge of him, the EYES OF YOUR vnbkx- 
ith bY] avoid ENS opENED, that ye may know, 

c. Epleſ. i. 19, 18. Le were ſometime 
K 2 darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, but now are ye LIGHT" IN TH 
Lozn, Epheſ. v. 8. Ye have an UNCTION from 
the Holy One, and know all things'—the 
ſame anointing TEACHETH you—hereby ve 
know that he dwelleth in us by the Spleir 
which he hath given us.“ 1 Fohn ii. 20, 27, 
iii. 24. Believers are ſanctified through 
the truth,” John xvii. 17. but their ſanctifi- 
cation is alſo expreſſly aſcribed to the 
SpirIT in 2 Thef, ii. 13, and 1s there par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed from ** the belief of 
the truth.“ The nature of their reſpective 
agency Is different, though the. end for 
which it is exerted, is the ſame; and it is 
aſtoniſhing that a man ſhould befound bold 
enough to deny the influence of either re- 
ſpectively, or that any one ſhould attempt 
to ſeparate what the ſcriptures ſo expreſſiy 
unite, as mutually and inſeparably co-oper- 
ating in every man BORN OF THE SPIRIT.” 
Fohn iii. 8. It would require too extenſive 


h diſcuſſion, here, to ſhew of what various 
£ | * utility 


„ N 
K utility is the doctrine in queſtion, and what 


important purpoſes it ſubſerves, as a branch 
of revealed truth, either in ſyſtematic theo- 
ogy or practical godlineſs. I ſhall content 
myſelf, with oblerving, that, in the former 
reſpect, it ſtands connected with the pre- 
ſuppoſed truth of man's moral depravity, 
and with the conſequent one of his ſalva- 
tion through the grace of Gop in ChRISH 
Jesus; and that, in the latter, it operates 
by an agency ſuperior to nature, for the 
purpoſe of renovating what is in a ſtate of 
general diſorder and debility; of ſanctify- 
ing what is impure; of controuling what 
is rebellious; of illuminating what is ob- 
re- ure; of elevating the affections to things 
mpt divine; and of creating that univerſal change 
eſſſy Hin principles and motives of conduct, by 


per- which the purity and permanency of true 
r. religion are effectually provided for, and by 


nſive Mich „old things w_ ay, and EVERY 
rious {MWTHING BECOMES NEw.“ 
tility K 3 - The 
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The office of the Holy Spirit is to“ con- 
vince of fin,” by ſhewing us our true charac- 


el 
ter as repreſented in the ſcriptures of truth, . 
and by exciting in the regenerate mind a TR 
convidtion and a dread of the aggravated ſin 0 
of unbelief; which, by depretiating or re- 95 
jecting the goſpel remedy in the paring. of of 
Cneisr crucified, gives birth to every capi- - 
tal error that corrupts the judgment, and 1 
binds upon the ſinner the guilt of every Pp 
other ſin that helps forward his ruin, by . 
accelerating a progreſſive departure from 3 
the living Gov,” An ** evil heart of unbe- W 
lief” is a heart full of every evil, and ripe for BS 
every ſpecies of rebellion againſt the truth __ 
and will of Gop. To convince of this evil, Me 
and to change the heart where it | reſides, it 
and from whence corruption flows in ten _ 
thouſand ſtreams, is the work of divine death 
agency, * If ye, THRQUGH THE SPIRIT do 3 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall , cal 
live.“ Rom. viii. 13. ience 


: | To 
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on- 


To * glorify” Cunisr in the heart of 
rac Wl believers, John xvi. 14, by enabling them 
th, Wo exalt his righteouſneſs for their juſtifi- 

d 2 cation before Gov, and to abandon their 

| fin own, is alſo another branch of the Holy 
5 Wopirit's office in the ſalvation of all the heirs 
0.8 of glory. f 

mw To relinquiſh every hope but that alone 
an 


which builds its proſpe&s on the finiſhed 


= work of the Mediator; to eſteem vile and 
yg D 


c contemptible, in the great article of accept- 
rom 


ance with Gon, every duty and every work, 


m_ in which we naturally truſt, though defec- 


e for 
truth 


ive and impure ; to come to CHRIST as ſin- 


* Nes, with no other plea than that of the 
Ev, 


ſides, 
4 ten 
divine 
r do 


ſhall 


ublican in the goſpel, and to receive “ the 
pift of righteouſneſs” from the hand of 
CHRIST, as the fruit of his obedience and 
eath, and as the undeſerved and gratuitous 
lonation of the Gop of all grace,” is not 
lo eaſy, as ſome may imagine. The expe- 
lence of believers is the great voucher to 


1 | its 
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its difficulty and its importance ; while the 


her 
deny 
pole 


ſtubborn dominion of contrary principles in 
the hearts and ſyſtems of multitudes, tends 
of m 
foul 
chure 


alſo to evince both, and to prove, that it is 
God, who worketh in us, both to will 
and to po of his good pleaſure.” Phil, ii. 14, 
ſary 
15, tc 
prop 
cultie 
ſoul! 
nothi 


We need, therefore, go no further in our 
inquiries into the cauſes of the fall of 
churches, the decay of vital religion, the 
progreſs of error, and the inconſiſtency of 
characters completely dead and degenerate: 
thele melancholy appearances may all be nike 


traced to one common ſource, a denial of . 
( 


all divine influence from that Holy Agent, 

every 
appea 
of all 


reli ot 


' whole ſovereign prerogative it is to “ [anc- 
tify and govern .the church” and to make 
believers „the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and the HABITATION OF GOD THROUGH THE and I 
Spiklr.“ 1 Cor. vi. 19. Eph. ii. 22. II his By 
ſacred inhabitation be wanting, the temple Nas we! 
becomes deſecrated, and nothing reigns them, 


therein 


- 
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deny or to oppoſe the doctrine that ſup- 
poſes his in-dwelling, is to plead the cauſe 
of myſtic Babylon, that“ hold of every 


church deprived of an influence, as neceſ- 
ary to its life and illumination, as the ſoul 


proper exertion of its ſeveral organs and fa- 
culties; it is to bereave religion of its very 


ſoul and invigorating influence, and to leave 


anc- appearance and make it hideous in the eyes 
nale Mof all but the frozen advocates for rational 


herein but darkneſs and confuſion. To, 


is, to the animation of the body and the 


nothing remaining of it but a dead exterior, 
1 lifeleſs carcaſe, dreſſed up with forms and 


— 


foul and unclean ſpirit,” and to leave the 


decorated with empty titles, or diſgraced by 
ent, every dreadful nereſy that can disfigure its 


10ſt, religion, that compound of pride, daikneſs, 


THE Sand Deiſm. | 

{ his But, religious profeſſion has its faſhions, 
mple Mes well as all other things, ſubject as we ſee 
1 them, to perpetual and ridiculous innova- 
rein tion. 


LY 
Ku; 
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tion. 'Were men content with altering joſe 
ite!) 
)thet 
elaxc 


modes of religion, without changing its m. 
ture, all complaints would ceaſe, or be 
deemed comparatively unjuſt. But we ſe 
men ſtrangely tenacious of trifles,- unyield. n 
pon 
ith 
OWAaT 
She 
indie 
e g 
gy | 
s de 
hat 


zuſe 


ing in every plan of projected improvement, 
and yet ready enough to yield up the ark it. 
ſelf, into the hands of its enemies, by relax. 
ing in the great eſſentials of Chriſtianity; 
while they are rigid, even to contempt, in 
ſome things that ought to be reformed, and 
in others, the retaining of which is not 
worth the conteſt. 

We ſhould not, indeed, * one moment 
liſten to inſidious plans, that, under the 
pretext of Reformation, aim at nothing 
ſhort of the demolition of all the bulwarks 
of Sion, and the radical deſtruction of 
Chriſtianity itſelf. But, while we diſcover 


an unwillingneſs to give way in matters ol 


lition 
ſanta; 
prove 
te in 
wer, 
inferior conſideration, our zeal ſhould be Hricio 


proportionably directed to the greater put- 
poſe 


le m 
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joſe of defending and ſecuring what infi- 4 
itely tranſcends them in importance. 


8 na- | 
r be ther vile, to be inflexible in trifles, and 


an never juſtify. the zeal, that- ſpends itſelf | 
pon the former, while the latter is viewed 
ith indifference, or abandoned through 
owardices | 


Should a man exceed in his ardor for the 


nity; 
t, in indication of a cauſe evidently important, 

and e greatneſs of it may be admitted in apo- 
9 ; 


vey for the warmth, which he diſplays in 
$ defence. But to contend inflexibly for 
hat is unimportant, is to ſupport the 
auſe of bigotry with the weapons of ſuper- 


thing Mition, and to give our adverfaries an ad- 
warts intage, which they well know how to im- 
n of rove, by remarks, too often as juſt, as they 


re inſulting and contemptuous. If, how- 
ver, we are reſolved to yield nothing to ca- 
ricious innovation, becauſe its demands 
re made in a tone of authoritative requiſi- 

tion, 


* 
6 
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— * 
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* 
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of the citadel itſelf: and it that be ſeized, 
the reſt will hardly be worth keeping. And 


E 
tion, and accompanied with circumſtance; ighte 
uaſio 
ith 1 


atitu 


that ought to alarm the friends of true rell 
gion in every denomination of Chriſtianz; 
let us, while contending for the out-work 


cequally at leaſt contend alſo for the interio ill it 
and more eſſential parts of the ſpiritual ed. Hrodu 
fice; leſt, if we ſhould neglect the latter ¶hriſt 


ated 

uths 
nd he 
ed to 
re ha 


in our zeal for the former, the enemy ſhoul 
at laſt enter by the very breach which our 
own negligence may have contibuted to ef- 
fect, and erect his ſtandard in the very heat! 


ice: 
I know of no other method more adapted to he wa 


here 
» 

87 
It h 
haraët 
y, 2 
othe: 
ench 


iced 


the end of preventing an evil of fo greit 
magnitude, than that of inſiſting on the 
great doctrines of the Reformation : becaule 
the church can only ſtand, in the mainte- 
nance of its priſtine glory, by an adherence 
to that ſyſtem, to which under Gov it owes 
its formation. The love of novelty and 
the proud claims of what is called an in- 

: lightened 


(24664 
jchtened age, may induce a contrary per- 
daſion, and ſuggeſt plans more congenial 
ith the pride of ſcience and the looſe, or 
titudiuarian principles of infidelity, . But, 
till it can be proved, that the preſent age 


reli 
ans; 


edi roduces better men, or more inlightened 
ter hriſtians than our Reformers, more calcu- 
zou ted to propagate and exemplify the great 


uths of the goſpel by unwearied diligence 
nd holineſs of converſation, or more quali- 


1 Our 
0 el. 
heart! 
ized, 
And 
ed to 
great 
the.“ Jer. vi. 16. 


ed to bear the honor of the martyr's crown, 
je had better attend to the Prophet's ad- 
ice: © Thus ſaith the Loren, ſtand ye In 
he ways and ſee, and aſk for the oLD parks, 
There is the GOOD WAY, and WALK TRERE- 


cauſe} It has been, ever, too conſpicuoully the 


inte-aracter of man to diverge from the right 


rence y, and, in tranſitions from one ſyſtem to 


owes other, or in an avoidance of thoſe incon- 


and encies or abuſes, which may have diſ- 


1 in- Neced a ſyſtem of long and general accep- 


tened tation, 
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tation, to ruſh into the oppoſite extrem 
There has been in this kingdom, at'diff 
ent periods, ſuch. an evil as real enthuſiaft 
diſplayed ſometimes in the political play 
of factious demagogues, and, at other tine 
in the ſyſtems and conduct of religion 
wandering in the regions of fancy, u 
guided by impreſſions on the imaginatinarti 
or a claim to almoſt prophetic impulſe, n 
ther than by the word of Gov, and a ſoke 
compariſon of the events of Providence wil 
each other; the ſafeſt mode of forming 
general idea of them, without preſumingt 
explore their depth or to anticipate the 
accompliſhment under circumſtances, th 
complex and uncertain nature of which pr 
_ cludes inquiry and ought to ſuggeſt i 
deſty, For my own part, the enthuſili 
that jumps, or the fanaticiſm that {in 
into ſtillneſs and quietiſm, that affe&s to 
dumb and ſilent, or that opens its mouth 


the lan cus Se of civil ar. religious predidi 
makin 


f „ 
me naking an imaginary Eden of the ſeat of re- 
bellion, or blowing up eſtabliſhments, juſt 


differ 
altas faction and fancy wiſh, and by combuſti- 
"pla ble materials formed agreeably to the impreſ- 


ons of the one or the vindictive fire of the 
on ther —enthuſiaſm, in all theſe reſpects, is 
the ſame in complexion, though in ſome 
particulars different as to the degree of in- 
lammation, which fires the breaſts of its 
otaries, or the manner in which it operates 
hrough the medium of an inflated or a diſ- 
ming! ordered imagination; and, in every point of 
ning iew, de ſerves to be reprobated and avoid- 
e then as a real evil, tending to diſturb ſociety, 


, e Promote faction, or to injure religion. 
„ 


ch pi 
ſt mc 
hufial 


I ſhall not, here, preſume to determine 
the queſtion, whether enthuſiaſm com- 
pounded of ſome rays of truth, but of a 


fink reater number of ** ſparks of a man's own 
1 tindling,“ be more pernicious to the 
outh WM er and interefts of true religion, or that 


rediai 
makin 


ll, cold, ſober, moral mode of thinking, 
5 whick 


( 
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which wants all fire of every kind. Both wr ] 
injurious in their reſpe&ive operations; the 
the one tends to annihilate its influence, finc 
and the other, to ſink its credit, and make hun 
that ridiculous, which, in its own genuine that 
nature, merits the moſt profound reverence "* 
and eſteem from all the world. This, hon: able 
ever, I will venture to fay, that too many cone 
in order to avoid the warmth of fanatical iter 
impreſſions, are ſliding faſt into the cold et 
gion of deiſm ; that, from a fear of being __ 
thought enthuſiaſts, they become uſeleſs in I 
their lives, and inſipid in their ſyltens; We. 
worſe 

that a luke-warm, vapid and inſignificant e 

thing called by ſome _ candour, which, ac. Had, 
cording to its genuine features, when un- r wit 
maſked, is a mixture of cowardice and ca- ines, 
nal indifference, transforms many into the Out 
moſt uſeleſs members of religious ſocietyMious 1 
from having appeared once to ſhine with lem 
degree of eminence. l e in; 


— Men vor 


n 

Men often change their conduct with 
their ſphere of action, and diſplay their in- 
ſincerity by a ſtyle of accommodation to the 
humors and principles of their connections, 
that ſhews, in what ſtate their hearts al- 
ways were, and how ſuperficial or diſhonor- 
able were the motives that guided their 
conduct, when they had no temptation to 
alter it. Latitude of thinking and acting 


meets with few crofſes, and is tberefore 
pleaſing to a flothful and carnal heart. It is 
very popular too; for, it has many friends, 
though the friendſhip of ſuch be in reality 
worſe than death. Hence, for fear of being 
too evangelical, men renounce the goſpel; 
„ "Wand, while violating its plainneſt precepts 
or with-holding its' moſt diſtinguiſhing doc- 
rines, the law is perpetually their theme. 

Out of a dread of ſeparating “ the pre- 
ious from the vile,” and of raiſing around 
hem a ſtorm of perſecution, which might 
Je injurious to their reputation or their 
Vor. II. L fortune, 


$$ ( -299 3 

þ | fortune, (thoſe atoms in the ſcale of truth, 

#2 they conduct matters with ſuch a vicioy 

1 ingenuity as if to deceive and be deceived 

. were the grand central point where they 

. wiſhed their mutual peace and unanimity t 

y | meet together. To preach CurisT in hi 

n | full glory, and to inculcate the influence 1 
5 of the Holy Ghoſt, is enthuſiaſm, in the 5 
i | opinion of the world; and, the woll 3 
i governs here. Too wiſe to deſpiſe its ad: Hi 
vj | vantages, and too prudent to ſeek the - 
= proach of the croſs, they have found thi... . 
4 | art of reconciling together what the ſcri oats 
i tures make irreconcilable, the ſervice d 10 8 
A | God and the love of Mammon, the friend com 
7 ſhip of the world and the honor that comeſſii ve 
A | from Gor. From a dread of being though ple: 
al | enemies to good works, even while theiß the | 
44 lives prove they are, they preach aboulFplicit 
5 nothing elſe. About them, I ſay; for t every 
ö 5 ſubject itſelf, in its full evangelical natureMtutes 
of they neither do, nor know how to, incu ciou!] 
7 . cateMe do 
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wth cate, Seeing the world around them ſo 


VE mmoral, morality is therefore their ever- 


ev lating theme, though the prevalence of im- 


oy morality loudly proclaims the inutility of 
A their ſcheme; and the aboundings of ini- 
in I | 


quity evince, that nothing can reform men 
1ences 


now but that which produced their refor- 
n the nation in the days of the Apoſtles; and 
world that is, the ** preaching of CurisT, and 
its ad. | | 


Him crucified.” 

To preclude the poſſibility of ſuppoling, 
that we do not include morality in its full 
extent, when we preach CHRIST, and equally 


to overturn the ſuppoſition that the latter 
comprehends the former and nothing more; 


the re: 
ad the 
fer 
„ice q 
friend 
we beg, it may be remembered, that, in 
pleading for a full and faithful diſplay of 
the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, we im 


Comet | 
hougll 
e thel 


\ abou plicitly plead the cauſe of morality, in 
for thFevery good word and work, which conſti- 
naturtutes its nature, and provide more effica- 


, inculWciouſly for the practice of it, than can ever 
be done by the contrary method. 


L 2 According 


cal 


1 
According to the goſpel plan, religion 
muſt have a foundation, in the motives and 
ſprings of action which are to influence the 
conduct; and in ſuch incentives to obedi- 
ence, as make duty a delight, and as are 
ſaited to the condition of man in his fallen 
ſtate. The practice will always be in pro- 


portion to the motives which govern the | 


heart, and the impreſſion they make there, 
If the former be defective or impure, or the 
latter faint, the conduct will be irregular, 


or vicious, or imperfe& ; and every branch | 


of moral obligation will have its force, only 
according to the nature of the principles 
that operate within, as ſtreams are tinctured 
with a defilement or purity correſpondent 
with the nature of the fountain from whence 
they iſſue, 

| In preaching Cnxisr, we preach the ne- 
ceſſity firſt of a purification of the heart by 
the Spirit of Gop, and the inſtrumentality ol 


that faith, by which “the hearts of the gen- 
tiles 


tile 
tles 
an 
cip 
cell 
pro 
ſou! 
hea! 
and 
wore 
gOOC 
we 
the 
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tiles were purified” in the days of the Apoſ- 
tles; Ads, xv. 9, and hereby provide for 
an univerſal purification of the inward prin- 
ciples and outward deportment. The ne- 
ceſſity of the agency and of the means for 
producing this radical ſanctification of body, 
ſoul, and Spirit, ariſes from the ſtate of the 
heart, naturally “ deceitful above all things 
and deſperately wicked,” Fer. xvii, 9. The 
word of Gop requires, that the“ tree be 
good, before the fruit can be fo,” and that 
we **cleanſe firſt that which is within,” for 
the purpoſe of attaining to genuine purity 
athout, Mat. xii, 33. xxiii, 26. And it is 
to be hoped that the conſequence of the 
Holy Spirit's ſanctification will at leaſt as 
amply ſupply the regenerate heart with all 
the conſtituent nature and branches of true 
morality, as the moſt zealous moraliſts can 
iin or recommend in their moſt laboured 
yſtems of ethics. The fruit of the Se1zIT, 
5 love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 

L 3 neſs 


(616 


neſs, goodneſs, faith, meeknefs, temper. 


ance.” Gal, v. 22, 23. The goſpel enable; 
believers to © add to their faith virtue, and 


to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge tem- | 


perance, and to temperance patience, and 
to patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs bro- 
therly kindneſs, and to hrotherly kindneſs 
«© Theſe things 
are in them” by the Spirit's implantation of 


charity.” 2 Peter, 5—7, 


them in the heart, and “ ABO UND“ in the 
life and converſation, as fruits growing in 


excellence and purity from the root of the 


true vine, 
grafted. 

Let the ſubjest, then, be dnl and 
| oſely conſidered, and it will appear, that 
we plead for x Morality which poſſeſſes 


in which believers are en- 


every excellence that can give it PURITY, 


EFFICACY, PERMANENCY, and EXTENT; and 


which is, in nature and operation, eſſentially 
ſuperior to any thing that bears that name 
among thoſe, who deny the influence that 
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-ommunicates it, or the doctrines from 
whence it derives it's .conſtraining force. 

1. The origin of it, is the ſanctifying 
operation of the Holy Spirit, whoſe agency 
feaches as deep as the fountain of corrup- 
tion in the human heart, where it cleanſes 
its thoughts, mortifies the deeds of the b8dy” 
of fin, and delivers from its reigning power. 
a. The medium through which the eſſence 
of true morality exiſts and the fruits of it 
are diſplayed, is, the GOSPEL TESTIMONY ; 
without a cordial reception of which, all 
wetenſions to moral excellence are in the 
ght of Gov, vain and ill- founded. See- 
ing ye have PURIFIED your ſouls in oBEYING 
THE TRUTH.” But, leſt obedience to the 
truth and the ſanctification which it pro- 
duces, ſhould be ſeparated from the ſuper- 
natural agency requiſite to both, the whole 
ſentence, in the words of the Apoſtle Peter, 
runs thus, Seeing ye have purified your 

L 4 ſouls 


(. 158} 
ſouls in obeying the truth THROUGH Tit: 
Spirit.” 1. Peter i. 22. 


tio 


an U 


3. The root of it, raiTH in our Lord nor 


Jesvs CurisT; by which, as receiving the L 
record of Gop concerning his SON, the Mie tr 
heart is thrown into a ſacred mould, and of it 
receives the impreſs and characters of the hd + 
new man, which after Gov, xcT& Ocoy is ſuper 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs,” "BUY 


Fph. iv. 24. Rom. vi. 17. and by which Nn d 
faith, the juſtified ſinner lives in a depend- 
ance, upon the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and 
enjoys life in all the powers of the ſoul, by 
virtue of the union, which faith produces 


under 
ſemb] 


LorD 
| in it, 
between the believer and CHRIST 2s his head 
of influence. Gal. ii. 20. 

The EXTENT of true morality; which 
e in the principles of a renewed mind, WW - | _ 
takes up its reſidence in a conſcience cleanſ- Jude 1 
ed from guilt by the blood of ChRISTHNJ makes 
it the ſeat of exquiſite ſenfibility, and paſſe 

into every branch of the walk and conver- 
ſation 


leave 


2 0 p 


one : 


THROU 
unto- c 


_ (208, F 
Th ation both before Gop and man, producing 
n upright and univerſal regard to every 
oz oral, ſocial, and religious obligation. 
the Let the pretenſions of many to morality 
the Wh: tried by the preceding ſcriptural marks 


and of its real nature and extenſive operation, 
the and they will be found to be nugatory and 
1 is ſuperficial. The morality of the natural 
ls." nan has no foundation, becauſe it excludes 
hich all divine influence, and leaves the heart 
end. under the dominion of all that dreadful aſ- 
ſemblage of corruptions mentioned by our 
by Lozr in Mat. xv. 18. which radically exiſt 
in it, and in characters partially moral, 


neal tene them in a ſtate of juſt reſemblance to 

I painted ſepulchre,” the exterior decent in 
" ome meaſure, but the inward parts very 
Und, 


vickedneſs ;” ** ſenſual, not having the Spirit.“ 
Jude 19. Whereas believers are ** choſen, 
THROUGH SANCTIFICATION OF THE SPIRIT, 
unto. otedience.” 1. Peter i. 2. 2. Theſ, ii. 13. 


(Ce 
Let the examination of ſuch. charaQer 
> extended further, and it will be found, 


in b 
und t 


that their morality leaves them open rejed- oete. 
ors of all revelation or deſpiſers of its moſt Nich 
diſtinguiſhing doctrines; that it has no re. here 
gard to the perſon and righteouſneſs of lation 
JEsus ChRISTH] and that faith is no ingre- WP) n 
dient, nor is allowed to have any place, in ff Go! 
the moral ſyſtems of many. But, fince ecbur 
„without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe hat fa 
Goo,” becauſe all moral excellence muſt he ecaul 


the 
18 


defective, which diſputes the authority of 
revelation, and there is no poſſibility ot 
pleaſing Gov, while men reje& the righ-M com 
teouſneſs of his Son, through whom bie ap 


good pleaſure is revealed; that can never be If ever 


morality, which ſpurns the moſt authentic 1 
teſtimony and MARES Gop 4 LYaR.” 1 Jon ers 


doiſon 


v. 10, nor can he be moral, who“ truſts i 
himſelf that he is righteous,” inſtead of ſub⸗ ers 11 
muting to the righteouſneſs of Go ing 


faith, Lule xviii. 19, Rom. x. 3; unleſs ii HRIST 
| cu 
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lete, while deſtitute of that excellence 
hich conſummates the chriſtian character. 
herefore that, which has no genuine foun- 


lation in renewed principles, is influenced 


xccount of his righteouſneſs, is deſtitute of 
hat faith which is the root of all religion 


hecauſe it unites to CHRIST and receives 


ſt be 


7 of "the record of Gon concerning his Son:“ 
7 of is not morality, either in nature, root, 
igb· complete excellence, but is a mixture of 
his be appearance of good, with the reality 


er be 
2 the conſcience, and contaminate all the 


powers of the mind through the deadly 


oilon of unbelief. Therefore our Refor- 


>ntic 


mers juſtly condemn thoſe * works which 
ping not of faith in our Loxp Jesvs 
LERIST,” and declare, that, as“ they are 
| not 


m be ſuppoſed, that unbelief is no fin, 
and that men's endowments can be com- 


by no motives taken from the free grace 


f Goo in CurisT Jesus, makes little or no 


f every evil that can deprave the heart, de- 


4 
7 
* 
6 
j 
Ti 
$h 
: 
9 
0 
Tt 
he! 
a 
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1 
not done as Goo hath willed and com; 


manded them to be done, ny have In 
them the NATURE OF six.“ 0 


hat 
pen ſa 
of rel 
ford 
« the 


 MoxaLity, founded on divine influenc, 
ſpringing from a ſacred root of life ant 
power in the heart, and guided by evan. 


gelical principles, will always diſcover ill 


excellence by an univerſality and conſiſtency Str 
of practice, which, that which ſometime ot C 
bears its name, never has. It regards not putat! 
ſome, but all the branches of practical reli onſc 
gion in their full extent; it not only avoidz and t 
what is wrong, but poſitively and unne: ban! 

riedly does what is right ; not only abſtain lle; 
from offences cognizable by civil law, which nder 
a man may do, and yet be ſecretly, Fomp⸗ 
openly, or profeſſionally, a peſt to ſociety, Inp 
but alſo renounces every ſpecies of mor honeſt 
turpitude in thought, in converſation, in*g2rd 
practice. Whoncſt 
Morality when conſiſtent, does not makſcupt: 
ene duty ſuperſede another, or ſuppoſi t exe 
that intexi 


+ 7 3th Article of the Church of England, 


C9 71 
com tat the giving of alms gives a man a dil- 


E. a | | 
5 penſation from prayer; or that the offices 


of religion, however punctually performed, 
lord the ſmalleſt pretext for a neglect of 
« the weightier matters of the law, judg- 


ence, 
and 


8 nent, mercy, and the love of Gop.“ 
4 Strick morality is ambitious and careful, 
ane ot only to preſerve an unimpeachable re- 
F putation before men, but alſo to * keep a 


fel conſcience void of offence towards Gop,” 


void end to confider his all-ſeeing eye as more 


a han ten thouſand witneſſes to the heart and 
iſe; acting with as much circumſpection 


which 
y, 0 
Ciety, 
moral 


and reſerve in ſolitude or darkneſs, as in 
Fcompany or under the broad eye of day. 

Impartial morality is not only negatively 
boneſt, but alſo ſtrictly and poſitively juſt ; 
n, in egarding an exemption from flagrant diſ- 
| honeſty, where the circumſtances afford no 
temptation to its guilt, as no virtue, unleſs 
t exert its influence alſo in poſitive acts of 


mak 
ppo't 
that 


hflexible equity and truth, notwithſtand- 
J. ing 


107g 


0) 
ing a thouſand ſolicitations to corrupt 9 
tranſgreſs both; and requiring neithe 


| pains nor penalties to operate: as motive E 
for conſcientiouſly adhering to the laws d the 
honorable and upright converſation, hij actlo 
feeling incentives thereto ſufticiently ſtrong 5 fre 
in the love of our neighbour. able, 
Pure morality is temperate in the defirg 4 a 
of the mind and the. eratification of the 2 
ſenſes, and is not content merely with a ths 
exemption from diſhonorable purſuits aul un 
vicious intrigue, without abhorring like a vin 
wiſe every impure thought, and every lot but 4 
ot filthy converſation ;. accounting the adul make: 
terer's eye, the {landerer's tongue, and ti lo in 
epicure's jeſt, in the ſame predicament 0 rerle, 
abominable impiety : it will never make in eve 
man {uppole, that occaſional acts of hum Mc 
nity and almſgiving will make an atone ur, 
ment for any ſin, much leſs give him 21 tion 
CENCE to commit any, Or excuſe him be debau 
omm 


fore ne Gould he add drunkennels t 
| thirſt, 
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thirſt,” though he were to give all his goods 
to feed the poor. 


eithe 
Extenſi we morality carries its influence to 


the tempers of the mind as well as the 
ations of the life; like „the wiſdom that 
is from above” it is“ firſt pure, then peace- 


otive 
WS 00 
„ bil 
trons | ; 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full 
of mercy and of good fruits, without par- 


ba tality and without hypocriſy ;” it ſuppoſes 
F the | | : | 
man, whatever may be his rank fiom 


; elevated office, to be authorized in exerciſing 
S ang So 


like 
y lot 
 adul 
id thi 


nt. 0 


vindictive, haughty, or overbearing ſpirit, 
but teaches mildneſs and forbearance; it 
makes its poſleſſor ſober i in private, acceſſible 
to inferiors, ſtri&t in devot ion, pure in con- 
rerle, peaceable in ſociety, and honorable 
in every ſocial relation of lite. 

Morality, when faithful in its views, and 
couragious in its reſolves, pays no atten- 
tion to example if the converſation be 


lake 
hum 
atone 


n 2 ll 


m belddebauched. It ranks common ſwearers, 


eſs M e'nmon drunkards, obſcene jeſters, and 


ü, midnight 


(60) 
midnight revellers, with the very dtegs of 
mankind and the vileſt of ſinners; whateve 
ſanction vice may receive from the glittering 
but forry appendages of titles, and fortunes; 


true morality claſſes * the great, vulgar, and 
the ſmall,” in one common herd, and feel 
no attraction to their ſociety, but rather 
ſhuns it as deith, though it may have many 


charms to men of congenial propenſities, or 


to thoſe, whoſe ſelH-intereſt prompts then 
to torm aſſociations and meanly to crouch 


„ 


for favors, contrary to all the dictates of 
HONOR, CONSCIENCE, and GRATITUDE, 
Ingenuous and diſintereſted in the judgment 
it forms of men and things, the morality 
that withes the ſanctuary to be reverenced 
and the men who * bear the veſſels of thi 
Lozp to have clean hands,” cannot alloy 
' thoſe men to be conſcientious whoſe creed 
is at war with the doctrines of the church 
whoſe bread they eat; and who appear to 
conſider as a mere trifle the ſolemn oblige 
9 | tio 


46 ) 
tion of ag 9474 3 or, who in another brauch 
f their conduct, are as diſipated as they 
are infincere, purſuing the loweſt, the moſt 
ſriyolous, or the moſt toilſome amuſements, 
is ſeaſons call or vanity allures, to the neg- 
led of ſtudy, the diſgrace of a facred func- 
tion that ought to be the ſole delight and 
employ of their lives, and to the ſcangal of 
| all religion. | : 

True morality, laborzous in its exertions, 
and unwearied in every office that calls for 
zeal or requires candeſcenſion, does not 
ſhun the moſt painful ſervices, or diſdain to 
perſorm the meaneſt; Cnaisr in his bumi- 
lity and condeſcenſion is its favorite model; 
and, while in imitation of that great exem- 
plar, it“ goes about doing good,” like him, 
it ſhuns applauſe and oſtentation, avoids 
evil and even the appearance of it, and is 
cautious leſt even © its good ſhould be evil 


„ ſpoken of.“ 


Vor. II. =: Where 
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Where morality is univerſal in its oper 1 
tions and pure in its motives, it does not Mine 
deſpiſe little things, if a weak brother ſhould {Wlkerat 
be offended by them; and would gladhy end, 
make any ſacrifice, rather than the mind oblig 
of others ſhould be hurt, or the miniſtry Nope 
blamed ; accounting it not ſufficient to give Mſſorce 
no poſitive offence in any thing, but making WI Th 
the inexpediency of an action a reaſon for ab- Muild 
ſtaining from it, even though in other f · Neaſo 
ſpects it might be lawful, or contain in it Hmm 
no moral turpitude: It is above all amuſe-W' wo 
ments, that waſte time and promote diflips houg] 
tion; that leave too little leiſure for mot tan 
important avocations, and give too much oed 
encouragement to the idle and the licenti-f © © 
ous, who always think their cauſe ſtrength ith I 
ened, and their wretched inconſiſtencis ce or 
ſhielded from cenſure, by every approach ona 
towards their : own frivolous or diſſipated mun 
ſtyle of living. 7 0 
| 0 the 


FE. There 


; CO F. 

There are ſome miſtakes on this part of 
the lubject, which deſerve particular conſi- 
eration, becauſe they are of the moſt fatal 
endency,. and are ſubverſive of that moral 
obligat ion which is univerſal, and of thoſe 


iſtry Nolpel principles ſrom whence its greateſt 
gie ſorce is derived. r 
king i There are too many who evidently 


uild their hopes of heaven and their pre- 
enſions to moral excellence, upon a ſort of 
ommutation ſcheme ; by which one claſs _ 
f worthy deeds is ſubſtituted for others, 
hough more in number and greater in im- 
portance ; and by which almſgiving is ſup- 
ſed to comprehend all the Chriſtian vir- 
ues, or to qualify a ſinner for commuting 
th Deity for the commiſſion of flagrant 
ice or the negle& of poſitive duty, by oc- 
onal acts of charity. This perverted uſe 
f munificence is as abſurd, if examined by 
ol rules of ſound reaſoning, as it 1s fatal 
0 the intereſts. of genuine morality ; be- 
M 2 eauſs 
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caufe it confines to a ſingle act that hond, 
which it can only poſſeſs, by a combination 

with other Chriſtian virtues, and the purity 
of religious principle from which they 
ſpring. Chriſtianity, when viewed in it 
native luſtre, is a certain conſtellation d 
graces, any one of which, when detachel 
from the reſt, tends to diminiſh its excel 
lence and to detra& from its full operation 
How much more, then, muſt its honor and 
conſtituent qualities be affected, when a fir 
gle evidence, and an equivocal one at beſ 
is put in the room of all that aſſemblage | 
Chriſtian virtues, which reflect a mutu: 
luſtre on each other by their union, an 
which conſtitute religion only when thei 
number is complete! 

The higheſt authority hath aſſured u 
that there is a poſſible caſe, in which a m 
may * give all his goods to feed the pool, 
and yet be deſtitute of the principle, and? 


3ltogethes uninfluenced by the motives 
: 


true 
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true religion. The love of Gob is the ſo- 
rereign ſpring of every grateful emotion, 
ind the great diſcriminating motive to all 
acceptable obedience. Where that is want- 
ing, the deficiency cannot be ſupplied by 
the ſpeciouſneſs of one munificent act, 


o _—_ q A 
7 e wh = _ 


which may have many impure motives for 
the performance of it, and is too often com- 
patible with a ſtate of heart totally depraved 
by the love of fin, and a tenor of conduct 
marked with ſenſuality and abandoned to 
vicious purſuits. And it is to be feared, 
that ſome men, by ſeparating religion from 
its motives, and by breaking in upon the 
union that ſubſilts between its conſtituent 
and connected evidences, have, from hence, 
become indifferent as to all examination of 
their ſprings of aRion, and equally ſo, about 
thoſe branches of conduR, where the full 
and decifive proof of the exiſtence of reli- 
gion is to be ſought. 


Wy - Religion, 


16 

Religion, according to its genuine por, cotr 
traiture in the word of Goo, is not ouly if fave 
pure and undefiled in its motives, and uni-: bear 
yerlal in its operation and influence, by WM the | 
allo arduous in the conflicts it is called are! 
ſuſtain, aud the ſacrifices it both enjoing WM chait 
and capacitates its votaries to make, in obe. a pri 
dience to its authority, and in juſtification WF T 
of its pretenſions. Except a man dem noſt 
himſelf“ in all the ſeveral branches of ſen. WM ntu 
ſual 1 and * pluck out the right {Ml vhic 
eye,” by an unrelerved and voluntary re- 2nd | 
nunciation of every purſuit, or gratificatio '2 fo 
that would nurture pride, foment paſſion religl 
and feed corruption with fuel adapted to * de 


its nature, he cannot be a diſciple of Cur; Be 

nor can he ſuppoſe himſelf ſuch, without to fo 

entertaining a hope that directly militates notwi 

againſt the moſt expreſs declarations of in liſt w 

 fallible truth, and that would go to recon\W 92 

cile together the claims of Chriſtian liber opule 
ons 


with the moſt ſtriking proofs of bondage and 
EY corruption 


6 16 } 
corruption. As well might a flexible reed 


Pore | 

ouly Wi (ave a drowning man from the torrent that 
uni. bears him away by its impetuous tide, or 
by WY the ſlave boaſt of liberty, becauſe his hands 

d e looſe to work the oar, while his feet are 

join WM chained to the galley, where he is doomed 
obe- a priſoner for life. 


Thoſe branches of * which are 
moſt difficult, are the cardinal marks of its 


nature, and the only ſure evidences, by 
which to form a judgment of the character 


and pretenſions of its profeſſors, Were we 
to form our idea of conſummate virtue or 


to. determine that idea by the apoſtolic rule 
Be not conformed to this world?” than 


to form it fiom ſome ſplendid acts, which, 


notwithſtanding all their celebrity, may con- 
iſt with corrupt principles and a converſa- 


opulent ſubſcribers to charitible inſtituti- 
ons; to endow an hoſpital, and contribute 


4 to 


religious excellence, would it not be ſafer 


tion highly ſenſual? It, to join the liſt of 


1 - 


r 
to the maintenance of the poor; ; if, toõ con place 
fer donations which bear a ſmall proportion ift 
to the ſuper-abundant ſtock from whence ment 
they iſſue, or to the immenſe expenditure Te 
laviſhed on the pride and luxury of the nent 
donors themſelves ;—if theſe were the exclu- Wl crit 
ſive evidences of religion, the claims of WM crce 
many would be indiſputable, and opulence world 
would then arrogate the unrivalled mono- ff or th 
poly of excellence, and the unſhared title M infit: 


to bliſs. It is, however, rather alarming to that 


the fears and mortifying to the hopes of M tom, 

aſpiring greatneſs, that the hand which r. place: 

ceives may often poſſeſs an excellence ſupe Co 

rior to that which gives, and poverty itſelf & fi is 

richer in intrinſic worth than the very opu- other 

lence which contributes to its relief. Wü mand: 

would heſitate to aſcribe ſuperiority to LW re are 

-zarus clothed in rags and covered with dil body a 
_ eaſe, above the rich man with whoſe crumb forme 
the beggar deſired to be fed ? when the bil logy 1 

muſt b 


tory aſſures us that the one was intitled to 


plac 
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place in Abraham's bo! om, while the other 
« lifted up his eyes in hell, being in tor- 
ment.“ 

To perform a&ts, that make no retrench- 
ment on habitual pleaſures, and require no 
ſacrifice, deſerves little praiſe, The influ- 
ence of popular example, the maxims of 
worldly policy, the love of public applauſe, 
or the ſhame of deviating from the trick of 
inſtituted munificence, may lead to actions, 


that have no other foundation than cuſ- 


tom, and no other principle than ſelf-com- 
placency. But, when nothing is given up, 
Cop eſteems nothing 28 given; and when 


in is retained, the reſerve here taints every 


other facrifice. And though we are com- 
manded “ to do good and to communicate," 
ve are equally enjoined « to glorify Gop in 
body and in ffirit which are Gop's.“ The 
former ſacrifice muſt not be made in apo- 
logy for the neglect of the latter; ſince he 
muſt be dehaded by the moſt egregious folly, 
wha 
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who ſhould ſuppoſe, that occaſional contri. 


| butions render his ſtate ſafe: or his character 


conſummate, while the corporeal faculties 
are proſtituted to the ſervice of diſhonorable 


luſt, and the affections of the heart enthrone 


the world with all the idols that follow in 
its train. To communicate excellence to 


acts of bounty and charity “ the hands muſt 
be cleanſed” from moral defilement ; and to 


render any ſervices acceptable to Go, ** the 


heart muſt be purified” as the ſource of good, 


and the fountain of re&itude; for, © to 
them that are unbelieving nothing is pure; 
for their conſcience and heart are defiled. 

Public declamations tend often to ſtrength- 
en the error I am combating. By unquall- 
fied and pompous harangues on the un- 
bounded excellence of almſgiving, virtue 


really moral are often kept out of view, the 


faith of the goſpel is made a mere cypher, 
and libertines and infidels often led to ſup- 
pole, that what they call charity, is the 

holt 
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as t 
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to © cover a multitude of fins.” 


ä 
whole of religion, or ſo great a part of it 
as to atone for the moſt capital defects, or 


(through a falle interpretation of ſcripture) 


* 


nificence pleads its cauſe at the expence of 


all the grand eſſentials of Chriſtianity ; and 


fattery mingles a cup of the moſt luſcious 


but deadly poiſon for many, whom the love 


of the world and the practice of fin have ſuf- 
fciently inebriated before. What ſhould 


we think of any charitable apologiſt, who 


ſhould tell an audience that if a man only 
contribute to the ſeveral public chatities in 


his neighbourhood, he acquires hereby a 


diſpenſation from the laws of ſobriety and 
juſtice; that he may ſecretly ſin with im- 
punity ; that it is of no conſequence what 
are the articles of his creed, or, whether on 
religious ſubjects, he have any at all; that 
acts of charity will atone for errors in faith; 
that the licentious may riot without ſcru— 
ple; and the unclean launch into every 

Ie 


Thus mu- 
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Ipecies of impurity in converfation and rar: 
tice, without any dread of future Tetriby. 


tion or fear of hell, -H they be charitable! - 

An orator, who ſhould plead the cauſe ky 
of alms-giving in terms fo undiſguiſe WW en 
and in ſentiments ſo boldly licentiony 700 
would be conſidered as a retailer of indul. oy 
gences or a public vender of Papal diſpen. au 
ſations; and it is ta be hoped that a ſuf. 
ficiency of common ſenſe is {till left among 10 
us to reject what is ſo contradictory to its «ve 
ſtrongeſt diftates, and ſubverſive of all the Bon 
mandates of pure and undefiled religion, MY 
Yet what men would reprobate when er. hag 
poſed without a maſk, they too iucautioull oo 


imbibe through the medium of rhetorici h. 
declamation. The pill, though not leh not 
deadly in operation, when it is gilt, be. 


or de 
comes more palatable; and that is mot repre 
eaſily digeſted, and is conſequently mot bat 
-pernicious, which enters the ear through 4 de ch 
circuitous and ſoothing panegyric. Te vocal 


after 


113 
after all, what muſt hearers conclude, when 
charity is fo far exalted as to be made the 
whole of religion, but that, they need not 


be ſolicitous about the painful offices of 


felf-den1al, or ſuffer any concern from the 
remonſtrances of conſcience about thoſe car- 
nal indulgences, in which they live as theix 
favorite element? 

If men dare not openly affert that the 


pecuniary pittance diſtributed in acts of 


humanity, will be conſidered as a compenſa- 
tion for the want of religion, or a commu- 
tation for their vices: if they dare not m 
undiſguiſed terms aſcribe to alms-giving the 
province of atoning for ſin, or of palliating 


the habitual commiſſion of it; if they dare 
not overturn all the doctrines of Chriſtianity 


or depretiate the ſanctions of the goſpel, by 
repreſenting it as a point of no moment 
rhat they believe or practice, provided they 
be charitable ;—if men dare not in unequi- 
vocal terms recommend ſuch extravagant 
, ideas, 
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; ideas, is it not to be lamented, that any ies 
8 public addreſſes ſhould be ſo framed. as to ect 
1 | convey that ſentiment by implication, the be f 
? | explicit avowal of which would make the Wits 
mind of every Chriſtian recoil with horror? rant. 
| Far be it from me' to diſcourage in any rhicl 
form, the bounties of munificence or the Hun ev 
exertions of diſtributive charity. On the Wſchari 
contrary, a regard to the public good, the ſo ru 
welfare of ſociety, and the cries of indi- ihecau 
gence, ſuggeſt a thouſand arguments in Wk the 
recommendation of every ſcheme of beneve ount 
lent inſtitutions But, is there no other Wh; th 
mode of encouraging them, than that of fe-. on te 
preſenting them as a ſort of excluſive title Hon, 
to the favor of heaven? muſt all the eſſen- Fri ob 
tial doctrines of the goſpel be given up, While | 
that charity may be built on its ruins? hat e. 
muſt all virtues be reduced to one, and be onde 
made to concentre in a point, which may{Mubje& 
exiſt without one eſſential endowment oeleats 
real religion? Is not the moſt exalted ſpe ent, à 


ches 


(- 93 7 = 

ies of charity, that, which hath for its obe 
jet the immortal sou? And ſhould that 
be flattered by unqualified encomiums on 


3 to 
the 
the 


or ? 


is that extend their influence only to the 
wants of humanity and to that mortal frame 
which is doomed to death? It would be 
an event leſs to be lamented, that all the 
charitable fabrics in the world ſhould fall 
o ruin, than that one ſoul ſhould be loſt; 
becauſe its exiſtence will ſurvive the wreck 
f the globe itſelf, nor can the loſs of it be 
ounter-balanced by any earthly acquiſit ion. 


any 
the 
the 
the 
indi- 
8 in 
evo- 
)ther 
I fe. 
title 
ſſen· 
up, 


Uins? 


is the ſalvation of it is in exact propor- 
jon to its exalted nature and endleſs dura- 
lon, the ſouls vaſt intereſts ſhould be the 
object with every man, who pleads the 
zuſe of comprehenſive benevolence; and 
tat eloquence which omits this weighty 


id beonſideration, only waſtes its powers on 
 may{Wubjects of comparative unimportance, and 
nt oieleats the end, for which the goſpel was 


| (point, and the miniſtry appointed. Some 


may 
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may not obſerve, and others may not 1 * 
dilpleaſed with, the enormous inconſiſtenq 
But to pleaſe men at the expence of truth 
and miuiſterial fidelity, is the direct way h 
enſure an awful reckoning at a future ti. 
bunal. 
Good works,” of which it is the cha 
-tian's honor to be * zealous,” acquire their 
excellence, not only from the goſpel prin 
ciples which prompt to the performance of 
them, but alſo from that univerſulity of oh. 
ſervance, which takes in all, and omits none 
and that ſanctity af temper and motive vhich 
Ramps the attribute of goodneſs on al 
action. The plea of the Phariſee in the 
goſpel, might be juſt, as far as mere action 
were concerned; the things which he dil 
and the evils from which he abſtainel 
might form a true hiſtory of his moral ant 
religious character: yet the higheſt auth 
rity hath aſſured us, that his plea was n 


vertheleſs rejected, and that favor denied 
hu 


120 
ot En, which was manifeſted to a ſelf· con⸗ 
bench victed publican. The former carried his 
trub : crogant pretenſions into the temple, and 
Way lo erged his felf-righteous boaſt before the 
re tone of Gop ; he gloried, in nis pre- 
nce, before whom angels veil their faces 
and © in whoſe fight no- fleſh living can be 
aſtified ;” he boaſted of what he did, made 
o confeſſion! of what he omitted, and, while 
he deſpiſed others, ** truſted” in an imperfe& 
ighteouſneſs as the ground of his juſtifica- 
tion before Gov, The lat er, on the con- 
tary, as 2 nner, made his inſtant appeal to 
the © mercy of Gov,” and ſtands as a monu- 
ment of that truth, that. he who exalt- 
th himſelf ſhall be abaſed, but he that 
Iumbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted,” Tue 
trüi. 14. | IN 
This is a mottifying hiſtory to the olains 
ff ſelf-plumed charity and the pretenfiens 
imperfect and preſumptuous morality: 
f ations, excellent in themſelves; invari- 
Von, 1h -- N ably 
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and if ſome acts of probity and devotiq 


e 
ably and neceſſarily communicated erccd 
Jence to him who performs them, they 
would have done ſo, in the caſe juſt recite: 


the « 
vel; 
1 
in hi 
without principle and without complete |, 


conſtituted the whole of religion, the Pha 


Tee's hopes would never have been. blaſt 1 
nor his character handed down to us nit ir far 
ſuch marks of guilt, and ſuch. evidences 9 3 
divine diſapprobation, as render it deſen Ky 
ing, not of imitation, but of the derpd impa 
- -abhorrence. _ . only 
W hile man ſurveys nothing but the eite Kr! 
nal act, and forms his judgment by the met unalt 
-performance of it, Gop looks at the he "my 
and, if one corrupt principle be harbour It; 
there, his judgment reprobates as pride wh = 
men applaud as virtue, and his righteo numbe 
fentence puniſhes as ſin what partial admire works 
 embalm with the profuſe incenſe of flatte ported 
and panegyric. But preſent or poſthumq lpe 


-commendation from man can never ee io offe: 


4 


199 3 

the decree or alter the judgment of hea? 
jen; fince © thoſe things which are often 
ih eſteemed among men are an abomination 
in his ſight.” Thoſe who * do their works 
o be ſeen of men,” and who carry their oſten- 
tatious claims before the throne of heaven, 


Cited: 


may receive a reward here in the archives 
of fame or the monumental inſcriptions that 
record their actions; but, he who weigheth 
_ characters in an even balance and with an 
impartial hand, will give that retribution 
only which pride deſerves, and to which 
elf-righteouſneſs is intitled by the juſt and 
unalterable teſtimony of a jealous Gops 
Rom, ix. 31, 32. 

It is worthy of remark, that the preten- 
ſons of many, though inferior, both in 


le met 


bout 
de wi 
phteo 
dmite 
flatte 
humo 


number and importance, to the reprobated 
vorks of the Phariſee, are neverthelels ſup- 
ported with an equality of confidence: Even 
ne ſpecies of moral act is all that ſuch have 
to offer as their ſacrifice ; the only ſolitary 
N22 quali- 
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title to bliſs, is, that they give ſome of they 


thoſe, in whom both the fountain and th 


verned by any principles, riot in vice, an 
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( 80 ) 
qualification which they produce 26 thei 


goods to feed the poor. The Phariſee, hoy. 
ever, could boaſt of an exemption from the 
crimes committed by EXTORTIONERS, yy 
JUST, ADULTERERS "oy and if his morality may 
defeRive, what muſt be the fate ot th 
which falls ſo far ſhort of even Phari ſaic im 
perfection? If acts of juſtice and the virty 
of chaſtity miſled their reward, what mu 
be the recompence of the oppoſite crimes 0 
fraud, extortion, and impurity ? If on 
baſe principle contaminated a claſs of mor 


virtues; what muſt be the predicament « 
| Jagran! 


0nver 
the 


Ince ci 


ſtreams are equally polluted ? who, ſo f 
from having any virtues, or from being g. 


are abandoned to infidelity ! pp 
It is an alarming and melancholy trut os 
that while we are advancing in munificenc 
ve are going back in religion; and. that 
| 50 


We, O1 


lich 1 


- 


(- 386 } 


thei ir are even moral virtues from keeping pace 
thenfMWith the progreſs of public inftitutions for 
bon baritable purpoſes, that, on the contrary, 


he motion of the one feems in a retrograde 
hrection to the other. The evil is eaſily 
counted for. While revelation is doubted 
1 its authority and evidences, and the doc- 
ines of the goſpel are either not known 
t eſteemed of littte importance, there can 
iſt no principle to govern the heart, nor 
ny adequate laws to reſtrain the conduct. 
o keep within the limits of human juriſ- 
tion may comport with crimes of the moſt 

horant enormity ;z and that man, whoſe | 
converſation is not ſanctified and governed 
the goſpel, may be infamous in a very 
ich degree, and fin with impunity here; 
Ince civil laws either take no cognizance of 
is crimes, and on that account are defec- 
ve, or cannot reach them in the ſecreſy in 
uch they are committed. 

8 When 


6 


When men are celebrated as ** citizen 


en 
in 
claſſe 
mul 
when 


of the world,” whoſe lives in a domeſtic . 
lation are marked with diſhonour and ets 
ceſs; when intrigues of the moſt criminil 
complection, that leave a ſtain on noble 
families, and pollute the higher ranks d 
life, are carried on with ſhame and com- 
pleted without remorſe ; when adultery, that 
epitome of all villainies, is called by the 


tunes 
ciple 

patro 
dread 
woid 
in Pr 


Toft and faſhionable name of gallantry ; when 
the title of good nature is proſtituted to the 
golpe 
the t 
and 


purpoſe of emblazoning vice and compli 
menting ſome of the gieateſt peſts of f0- 
ciety, of the evil of whoſe nature we mz 


judge from the debauched propenſity d ſroye 


ther inclinations, and the profligacy ol It 
their lives; when men are called charitable fore, 
who, while they contribute towards the  veigt 
lief of the poor, help to ruin their immor lts 
tal intereſts, by an example that ſpread injud 
contagion through all the inferior ranks excel! 
advan 


men, proud of copying after their better 
=— - „„ whe 


8 
when intrigue, diſſipation, and exceſs, pour: 
n with a confluent tide on the higheſt 


1 er, daſſes of honourable ſociety; when ſavage. 
mini nuſlements are countenanced by the great, 


when the exceſſive love of play ſtakes for- 
tunes on the caſt of a dye, and the prin- 


con- Meiple and practice of duelling have ſo many 
„ th patrons; —who can help grieving for ſuch | 
y the dreadful incurſions of vice? and who can 


void ſeeing that its influence muſt ſpread, 
in proportion as the ſacred barriers of the 
golpel are thrown down, by which alone 
the torrent can be impeded in its courſe, 
and the fountain of the evil itſelf, de- 
ſtroyed? | 

It is a conſideration, which ought 1 there- 
fore, to be moſt ſolemnly and maturely 
weighed by all who wiſh well to the inter- 
elts of religion, whether "unqualified and 
injudicious harangues oa the nature and 
excellency of almſgiving, do not help to 
advance and confirm the eyil, which the 


N 4 | goſpel 


Y of 
table 
le fe 
Imor 
read 


Es 0 
ters 
WE 


„ 
goſpel was deſigned to eradicate, Thy 
humane actions are intitled to praiſe and 


merit recommendation, is readily admitted, 
But, to enforce them from motives merely 
moral, and to omit the ſacred incentives to 
duty and obligation, which ariſe from the 
love of Gov, and the redemption of Christ 
Jesus, tends to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem, not only 


defective, but highly pernicious ; it is to| 


take heathen moraliſts as our teachers, and 
to leave men in the hands of thoſe errone. 
ous guides, from whoſe defective ſyſtems, 
the miſſion of the Apoſtles and the light of 
Revelation were intended to reſcue them; 
it is to keep out of view the light of that 


whoſe irradis 
tion was vouchfafed to chear and illuminate 


„ SUN of RiGHTEOUsSNEsS,” 


the moral world, and to abandon us to the 
midnight darkneſs of Heathen Philoſophy; 
it is indirectly to pour contempt on all the 
ſublime truths and ſacred. motives of the 


Goſpel, 


ted, 
rely 
8 to 

the 
rler 


only 


s to | 


and 
ONe- 
ems, 
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di 
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Gofpel, and to conſider Revelation 2s a re- 
dundant and unneceſſary gift. 

When the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
would enforce the neceſſity of a liberal con- 
tribution to relieve the diſtreſſes and wants 
of the poor, he urges his benevolent plea 
in their behalf, in the following manner. 
„For, ye know the Grace of our Lozp 
Jesus CHRIST, that though RE was Rich, 
yet for ous ſakes he became PooR, that we; 
THROUGH HIS POVERTY, might be Rick.“ 
2 Cor. viii. 2. It cannot be urged, that 
this argument was inoperative on the hearts 
of Primitive Chriſtians, becauſe- the moſt 


| authentic hiſtory aſſures us, that it produc- 


ed the full effect for which it was enforced; 
and, amidſt all the ſufferings and lolſes to 
waich the profeſſion of Chriſtianity expoſed 
its patrons, that it procured a moſt liberal 
collection for the benefit of the poor and 
perſecuted 'Saints of Gov. If, then, the 
truth of our Loxb's voluntary poverty, bic- 

ter 


1686) 
ter ſufferings, and boundleſs love to ſinnen, Mis 


was the motive, urged by the Chief « 


Apoſtles, with ſo much force and ſo great - 
ſucceſs; why ſhould we ever deviate from pe 
ſo bright an example? or be reluctant to bat. 
give that argument the firji place in or WM con 
ſyſtems of religion or of charity, which ob. Ml and 
tains. ſuch diſtinguiſhed pre-eminence in thin 
every doctrine and every duty taught and Rom 
recommended by the Apoſtles themlelves? vi 
yet, how ſeldom are plans of benevolence Ml he u 
founded on this baſis! or motives to the that 
diſplay of charity made to ſpring from this ing 
great conſideration! How often does the men 
ſtrain of declamation tend rather to repre- the 
ſent the Supreme Being as brought under a he 
ſort of obligation to his creatures, than to bon 
make man a debtor to his Maker, not only from 


for all that he poſſeſſes in this life, but ill nd, 


more for the gift of a Savious and th vith 
boundleſs proſpect of future bliſs, the fret qual 
donation of his grace and the purchaſe of £921 
= F 


( 187 ) 
his death! But to guard againſt this incon- 
fiſtency, and to repel the proud and pre- 
ſumptuous plea that gives it birth, it ſhould 
he remembered that it is written Who 
hath firſt given to Him, and it ſhall be re- 
compenſed to him again? for, of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things; to whom be glory for ever! Amen.“ 
| Rom. xii. 35, 36. \ ü 

Whenever a text is choſen from the Bible, 
he who makes the choice, lays himſelf by 
that very act, under the obligation of mak- 
ing that ſacred book the guide of his ſenti- 
ments, and of reducing every doctrine to 
the great ſtandard of the goſpel ; otherwiſe 
the diſcuſſion cannot be evangelical, due 
honour is witheld from the inſpired volume 
from whence the ſelection of topic is made, 
and, though the auditory may be pleaſed 
with rounded periods and a diſſertation 
equally indulgent to their time and their 
conſciences, no eſſential edification can en- 

ſue, 


E 
fue. If the ſubject be charity, or the ne- 
ceſſity of alleviating the temporal diſtreſſes 
of the ſick and indigent, can any motive in 
the univerſe be ſo ſtrong to enforce the duty 
or to place it upon a ſolid foundation, as, 
the charity of God to ſinners in ſending his 
Son to ſave them that believe? Let con- 
fiderations taken from the dependent ſtate 


of every man, the frailty of human nature, | 
the laws of compaſſion, the ſhortneſs of the 


period allotted for doing good, the advan- 
tages of ſociety, and the utility of preſery- 
ing life or of ſoothing its cares and miſe- 
ries, —let all theſe be taken into account, 
and urged with every grace and argument 
of perſuaſion. But, if theſe only are inſiſted 
on, abſtractedly from the love of Gov, 
the gift of a SAVIOUR, the neceſlity of res 
demption through his blood, and the im- 
menſe bleſſings which flow from his grace to 
a helpleſs and guilty world; the grand el- 
ſential requiſite to make it a charity ſer- 
2 mon, 
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6189) 
mon, in the full and evangelical ſenſe of 
that term, is evidently wanting, and the 
great end of preaching is defeated; men are 
diſmiſſed with a falſe ſelf-complacency in 
works, which are at moſt but precarious evi- 
dences of religion, when they ſhould have 
been humbled under a ſenſe of their un- 
worthineſs, or warmed with a view of the 
love of God in CrrrsT Jesvs; and the 
preacher himfelf receives thanks, often, for 
van- what he ought to bedew with his tears, 
erv- WM and which he will review with ſhameand ſor- 
niſe- ow, whenever he ſhall be brought to ſee the 


unt, ¶ imperfection of diſcourſes that leave out 
nent N Cnsisr, and the danger of ſeeking human 
liſted zpplauſe at the expence of goſpel truth and 
Bop, Wh: RepeemeR's glory. 


{ res Whatever the laws of candour may be | 
im ¶ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt, the eternal law of truth 
ce þ vith which they are perfectly compatible, 
d el- 


obliges us to declare, that charity-ſermons, 
i not framed according to the model of 
| goſpel 


(ny 

"goſpel truth, may do an injury to immortal 
fouls in the courſe of a few minutes, fo 
which all the charitable inſtitutions in the 
world cannot compenſate, by whatever tem. 
poral advantage may be derived from them; 
and it is a melancholy reflection, that, oe 


caſions, dedicated to the purpoſe of doing 
ſome good, ſhould eventually do ſo mud con 
evil; or that charity to the body, ſhould 


by miſplaced and inordinate commendation, 


prove of eventual? miſchief to the ſoul. I 


men are ignorant of the goſpel, they ſhou t t 
be pitied ; if they know not how to arrang I 
the truths of it, ſo as to make the promiſe. to 
conſiſt with the precepts, doctrine with critic 
duty, and the foundation with the ſuper{ hut, 
ſtructure, they ſhould not touch the art bene. 
with the unhallowed hand of preſumption princ 
and ignorance: if they are aſhamed to preaci them 
the goſpel, they expoſe themſelves and theii be th 
office to contempt ; and, if they are fr end f. 
to * it, they ſhould place before the they 


ima ginatio 


6 

imagination the dread tribunal of the Judge 
and the ſolemn account to be given at the 
great aſſize, when the ſecrets of all hearts 
{hall be diſcloſed ; when, what is now called 
prudent relerve ſhall be reprobated as tem- 
porizing couformity to the caprice of the 
world; and when popular favour ſhall be 


much! condemned as the moſt ignoble price for 
ould, WM which a man can purchaſe the guilt of ruin- 
ation I ing finners, whole ſouls the Judge himſelf 


vill, on that tremendous occaſion, require 
at the Watchman's hands. 


Iam aware that it will be urged, that 
* to do good, and to communicate, are ſa— 


rrange 
omiſe 
„ vill crifces, with which Gup is well pledſed.“ 
ſupet 
ne atk 
mptio 
preaCl 


But, if thele or any other, of a liberal and 
beneficent nature, are ſeparated from the 
principles and motives necefſary to render 
them acceptable; if the mere doing of them 


1d theifſ be thought ſufficient, without regard to the 
e afra end tor which they ought to be done; if 
re the they are made to poſſeſs that virtue which 


zinatio the 


4 1 

\ 1 

4 

N 
8 
44 

P 

'Y 

: N 

3 74 

x w 

a7 Ly 

4 a t 

Be | 

: 2 

1 "x 

* %* 

44 iF3 
11 * 

uns. 

1H *44342 

br } 

3 

1 

ITE | | 
5 ? 

WT +. 
WT 
* 3 I 

vm 4 
. 4 
148 > [4 
F154 

P; $4: 

ih, 5 1 
is = 

1 
1 - 

Ll N 2 
. $4 6 
K ? i 

EL s 

xn O>t4 , 

1 * : 
14115 
4 
11 

14 "I 

{14+ 
n 

r 

einn 1555 

eln 
Fit ty 

WES 44 © 

$ 
+ 3-4 

th . 

Ni Mu; 

1 
* 8 2 
ii 

mae 

319 14 

{ be, : 1.3 
LIN 

{88 KI 
PR Ot. 

bz: "hw" 
Nini 

8 

„ein 

8 Fu 

* $4; 

4 
\ 5 ; 
. 

N 

1 
* oh 

_ = 

a+ 0 . 

„ 3 

- _= 
_ 

34 

21 5 
i 

FW ! + 

q 1a 

N 4% 7 

= 

. 

CY 

7 p 
oy | 
N 3 
l a 
k | $ 
145 I 
a. 
7 

i a 

” . 1% 

- F184 
N 4 % * 
[5 i 
8 
ba) nn 

48 Ft 
. 1 

1 F 4 

5 A Us 

. 0 
en 
b , iN 
1": £44 
n. 
— 
11 
4 
4 75 5 Ly 
„7 * 
392 4 
we 8 
T7 14) 
06,40)! ul 

U „ 
1. 
4 1 
TA 

1 1 
Nn! 

4 4 1 : 

. 

nn 

3 

ie 
1 14 
. 

Rr — 4 
e ee 
* . 

r * 

17 ug 
n 

„ 
$f Mo # 

; as . 
l 

_ « 

l n 
4 
11 
1 15 
1 
* oh i 
2 i . 

TY #4 

15, 
20 I 

mT N * 

r 

1 

. 

* by 
. 

1 * 

E 


— 4 
* 

p 

tid 
83 

E (2 
Ag 


as 


I a 
1 — 2 r Sue Wr : 
Ser ts Og 5 e 
FAIRY F e 
R „ rr by. * 5 
a7 wha Dy . - a par * RE 3 
= 7 — r py — 2 Po > #4 
* Sh.” 73, = WC Cota 
2 * — 3 = " Sos $40 * 
— - E 
— — — o — — — þ 
* = «a 
Wm es 1, — Im P 


pleaſing to Goo, are in his ſight, an abonij- 


acceptable, why then are whole hecatomb 


* unto Cain, and to his offering, Gop hc 


(ow) 
the Tcriptures attribute excluſively to th : 
great expiatory ſacrifice of the New Teſt. obi 
ment; if they are ſuppoſed to be good with. ben 
out faith, pure without love, and complete that 
without holineſs; or, if they are thought t that 
be ſufficient of themſelves, by a ſort of {6 
litary excellence that requires not the ad. 


of a 
titude 
junct virtues or auxiliary force of * the WL oz 
weightier matters of the law,“ in all theſ| 
caſes, infallible truth authorizes us to de. 
clare, that what men often extol as well. 


cen. 
moo! 
Is in 
ou, 
nation. | | | your 
If any mere facrifices were of themſelves to do 

Bel 
hing 
Kept | 
My a 
When 


and all the ſpicy foreſts of Lebanon deſtinel 
to conſume the coſtly victims, repreſentet 
as inſufficient to make an atonement for 
fin? Iſa, xl. 16. If the act, abſtracted 
from motive, principle, and end, poſſeſſed 
intrinfic excellence, why is it recorded, that 


laims 
els ; 
leemec 


Vo! 


No 


( 66 

the or reſpect? Gen. iv. 5, Were ceremonial 
elt. Nobſervances, forms of devotion, or acts of 
with. Wl benevolence, all that formed a Chriſtian, or 
plete Wthat conſtituted religion; why do we hear 
1t th that ſolemn expoſtulation fiom the mouth 
f lo. Mofa Prophet, To what purpoſe is the mul- 
> ad. ide of your ſacrifices unto ME, ſaith the 
© the Loro? Bring no more vain oblations; in- 
theſe 
o de 
well. 
bom 


Icenſe is an abomination unto me: your new 


moons and ſabbaths I cannot away with: it 
i; iniquity even the ſolemn meeting. Waſh 
ou, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe 
Flee to do evil, learn to do well.” Ja. i. 13. 
tombs beſides, though in numerous caſes, ſome- 
ſtined 
ſented 


hing may be given or done, yet what is 
kept back renders the act incomplete, and 


at ot abſolutely deſtroy the nature of a gift. 
acdiri hen the heart is demanded by the great 
\ſefſed laimant of all that we are and that we poſ+ 


ls; if that be witheld, other offerings are 


emed of no conſideration. The judgment 
Vo II, 0 of 
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ſubſtance to the poor, while his life 1s 
abandoned to ſin, gives nothing ; at leaſt he 


( 194 ) 
of heaven that cut off Ananias and Saphin gr 
for keeping back part of the price, the whole 
of which they had oſtenſibly dedicated to 


the ſacred treaſury. of the ſaints, is a prof i 
and a moſt awful one, that in matters of; 


religious nature, reſerve is highly criminal; ¶ mot 
that he, who halts between two opinions, 
has .no one fixed opinion whatever ; that 
the attempt to ſerve Gop and Mammon h , 
the moſt abſurd and impoſſible effort of the 
human mind; that to divide the heart hehe 
a transfer of its affections in part to the 
world, is to alienate it from Gop; and 
that he, who imparts of his ſupertluouM1;:; . 


offers no conſideration that heaven eſteems 
valuable, becauſe he gives not himſelf. 

Perhaps there is no deluſion more com 
mon or more fatal, than that which makes 
benevolent actions the inſeparable adjuntis 


of 1cligion, and that ſubjects men to tht 
: ; ſtrange 


phin 
vhole 
ed to 
pro, 


of 
Unal; 
lions, 
that 
10N 13 
of the 
art by 
0 the 
and 
fluous 
life 1s 
eaſt he 


ſeems 


. 
ſtrange inconſiſtency of adminiſtering to the 
felief of others by their fortune, whom they 


contribute to ruin by their example. And 
it is a moſt alarming conſideration, that 


I 1-125 opulence often does, in this reſpect, 


more milchief in a day, than a whole life 


of abſtract charity can do good. Thus the 


morals of inferiors are tainted by the con- 


duct of thoſe above them, whom they are 
erer ambitious of imitating, in purſuits, to 
which human depravity gives ſo ſtrong a 
promptitude; and it is a mortifying reflec- 
tion to the great, that, while their ſplen- 
lid retinues and ample inheritances, elevate 
ſome of them so far above the lower claſſes 
of mankind, their vices let them down ſo 
low, as to place them in a line of perfect 
equality with the moſt vulgar; inſomuch 
that he who lives in a palace and rolls his 
zilded chariot, and he who inhabits a cot= 
ge, may be fellows in reſpectability, be- 
auſe they rank in vice, And, whatever 

O 2 diſtinc- 


1 
diſtinctions worldly honours may eſtabliſh 
among men in their civil capacity, it wil 
always, in point of moral excellence, re. 
main a truth by the judgment of Gon ang 
the deciſion of the laſt day, that .“ Thi 


righteous is more excellent than his neigh- 


bour;” though that neighbour were an -I; 


peror, and called half the globe his own, « h 
To expole all the inconliſtency and fata a! 
effects of that partial maxim which ſeparates yi: 
religion from its righteous fruits and conge-W 3nd 
nial influence, and to which we owe that and 
ſtrange yet common phenomenon, the o ſyſte 
ferings of charity and the habits of liner 
blended in the fame individual character; na! 
let us attend to the exhortation of the deſer 
Apoſtle : I beieech you by the mercie of; 
of God, that ye preſent your bodies a lit the g. 
ſacrifice, hol v, acceptable to God, which the b 
your reaſonable ſervice.” Rom. xii. 1. Nox ter; 1 


if the body be pampered with luxury, de drunk 
bauched by exceſs, and proſtituted to in intrigt 
5 purit) 


6 ny 7 
purity ; can any offerings be * accepta- 
ble” that iſſue from ſuch a defiled ſource ? 
can actions of a hallowed nature be per- 
forined by hands impure, and inſtruments 
of unrighteouſnels? can the ſtreams be 
clear, when the ſpring is foul and turbid ? 
n en- ls it poſſible that that ſacrifice can be 


bliſh 
will 
le- 
and 
"The 
eigh· 


n. « holy,” which is preſented from an altar 
fatal all contaminated with fin; Or, Can we, 
Arates 


without the groffeſt perverſion of language 
once-B and ſentiment, ſuppoſe, that dead works 
> that and a living ſacrifice, a body of fin and a 
he o. ſyſtem of purity, can conſiſt together, or 
of fing ever produce that ſervice, which is rea- 


acter ; ſonable,“ or Aoyixov, congruous un 


of tne deſcription in the word of Gon? Will the 


nercie offerings of the INTEMPERATE, the 1mPevurE, 


a licing 
hich 1 
Nor 
Ys de 


the RAUDULENT, and the PROFANE, wipe off 
the blots that ſtain their reſpective charac- 
ters in the fight of Gop? or make the 
drunkard and whoremonger, the man of 
to il 


purity 


atrigue or the profane ſwearer, ceaſe to be, 
O 3 8 what 


6198) 
what ſcripture and facts demonſtrate that they 
ARE! Can the men, who tranſact their by. 
ſineſs or fix their times for travelling on the 
Lord's Day, expunge the guilt of this hor- 
rid profanation, by attending an annull 
ſacrament, or aiding an occaſional collec: 
tion for ſome public inſtitution ? Is it in 
the power of the hand that ſubſcribes to a 
charity, to cleanſe that heart which is the! 
ſeat of ſin, or that life which is an habitual MW, 
contradiction to every principle of real r- fino 
ligion? No: as ſoon might the abandoned Mor 
female deſcribed in the Proverbs, be- ſup- hall 
poſed to urge a righteous plea, becaule nm MA 

faid, ** I have peace-gffernzs with me, ths 80 
day have I paid my vows,” Prov. vii. 14. while aft 
ſhe lived the life of an apuLTeREss and“ nMireſe: 
the attire of an harlot” laid the ſnares oifMſor f. 
uſing 
wules 
leaſt ; 
ils 


hell for men void of underſtanding.” 80 
that whatever are the pretenſions of ſu 
characters, though they were to favour al 


the charitable inſtitutions in the world, and 
3 | even 


they 
bu- 
1 the 
nor- 


mual 
ollec- 
it in 

to 1 


8 the! 


bitual 
al fe- 


doned 


up- 


le ſhe 
>, this 
while 
d „in 
ires 0 
Eq 90 
Of ſucl 
our al 
d, and 


even 


E 
even “ give all their goods to feed the 
poor,” ſtill, if ſtrangers to the fruits and 
influence of pure and undefiled religion, 
the following ſcripture ſtands againſt them 
unrepealed, and will have its juſt and awful 
accompliſhment. Know ye not that the 
unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom 
of God ? Be not deceived: Neither fornica- 
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
mute, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, (Sodomites,) nor thieves, nor covetoug, 
nor drun.cards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
ſhall inherit the kingdom of Gon,” 1 Cor. 

Vi 9, 10. | | 
Such will be the tragical conſequences of 
truſting in peace-ofterings of charity, when 


preſented with the implicit hope of atoning 


for fin, or the diſhonourabie one, of ex- 
culing a life of impiety ; and ſuch are the 


wules, which call aloud for redrels, by at 
laſt a faithful teſtimony declarative of the 


ws to which they give birth, and of the 
O 4 righteous 


62 


righteous ſentence pronounced againſt then 
by Him, who cannot be deceived, and vil 
not be inſulted by diſſimulation and dupli. 
cit7). Be not deceived, Gop is not 
mocked : for what a man ſoweth, that ſhal 
he alſo reap; he that ſoweth to the fel, 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corrRUPTION.” 
It muſt be allowed, that falſe and partial WW nex 
charity is, in general, conſiſtent with itſel, H ſelf. 


upon thoſe occaſions, on which, that ſacred nth 
principle, whole name it uſurps, ought tothe 
be diſplayed in all its force and beauty, ind. 
When the meretricious hope of unrightecubef 
men is flattered by looſe encomiums on Wares 
almſgiving, it ceaſes to be a matter of fur grair 
prize, that the adulation which compliment chu 
their wor#s, ſuperficial as they are, ſhould Y 
allo offer incenfe to their perſons. the 


A large and promiſcuous audience, fucl 
as generally attends the elaborate invita- 
tions of popular munificence, muſt be ſup- 
poſed to conſiſt of a variety of characten, 
| £ rh whole 


(6 


then Myboſe principles, purſuits, habits of think- 
d wil Ming, and converſation, are, in general, as 
dupli. different, as the diſcriminating features of 
s no Mlthe human face in individuals. It would, 
t ſhall therefore, be an unwarrantable ſtretch of 
e fleſh, candour to conclude, that all, on theſe oc- 
Wh calions, are altogether what the' goſpel an- 
partial W nexes to the character of the holy and 
it ſel, WMWſcli-denying followers of the Son of Goo: 


ſacred {MW:ther, the hiſtory of mankind, as well as 
zht tothe authentic repreſentations of ſcripture, 
eauty, ¶ induce a preſumption, that religion is to 
hteouM be found only among the few, and that the 
ns on Mſares bear too great a proportion to the pure 
ff fur erin that ſprings up in the field of the 


church. 


Vet, when this truth is admitted, which 
the moſt unbounded charity dares not itſelf 


iments 


ſhould 


„ ſuci deny, how frequently does its procedure 
invita- 
ze ſup- 
racters, 


who! 


miitate againſt its conceſſions! Is it not 
in general inſinuated, that the auditory ad- 
drefſed is altogether Chriſtian ? When are 

: - * the 


E 


the precious ſeparated from the vile? 
It obnoxious 
up, is not the declamation ſo managed, 
that thoſe preſent ſhould conſider themſelye; 
as perfe&tly excepted? They are the great 
friends to good works! They let their light 
Shine before men! They feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, are eyes to the blind, and ſeet 
to the lame! To them the poor and indi- 
gent look up as to a city ſet upon an hill! 
 Fiom them beneficerice flows in a thouſand 
ſtreams! Their virtue is operative! To then 
generations yet unborn will give praile for 
their labours of love! By their charity they 
prove themſelves diſciples of Him, who 
went about doing good ! To them, though 
human nature is frail, the Judge will ſay, 
„ Come ye Uſd children of my Father. — 
But mark the fruits of this charitable ha- 
If there ſhould happen to be any 
profane, diſſolute, formal, proud, or aban- 


rangue. 


doned in the congregation, they go away 


perfectly 


characters are ever - held 


perkc: 
of re 
that 
enem. 
nates 
diſfp. 
mer c 
occaſ. 
their 
The 
vith 
diveſt 
centre 
him, 
an ex 
often 
thoug 
tion 
end e 
ture 0 


in ho: 


4 293 1 

perlectly well pleaſed: Charity is the whole 
of religion, they apprehend : conclude, 
that they who preach faith ig Cusisr, are 
enemies to good wor sI the ſcene termi- 
nates in a ſumptuous entertainment the 
difpated and immoral return to their for- 
mer couiſes, longing doubtiels ior the next 
occaſon that is, in ſimilar guiſe, to comfort 
their conſciences under the burden of ſin.— 
The ſacred Orator, who filled the roſtium 
vith ſo much grace, is in a few hours ſeen 
diveſted of his holy habiliments, in the very 
centre of diſſipation his audience follow 
him, (for who would not follow ſo ſacred 
an example?)—-and thus charity. occaſions 
often end in pernicious amuſements; and, 
though the ſermon procure ſome contribu- 
tion for the poor, it equally anlwers the 
end of not obſtructing a profule expendt- 
ture on the diſſipated follies of tne rich, and 
in honour of the brute creation, 


It 


( 204 ) 
It would be uncandid to ſay that theß o t! 
occaſions every where terminate in thi; ture, 


inconſiſtent ſtyle ; yet, what hinders fron niſcr 
if it 
zoe t 
the be 


bunal 


concluding, that a ſcene which often occun 


in one place, may, under ſimilar circums 
ſtances, be exhibited elſewhere ? It ſeen 
a moſt ſhocking perverſion of ſacred ordi. 


nances, and an outrage even to common; co 


ſenſe, to connect the holy ſervices of reli quilt 2 


gion with indulgences which it is her pte tid 


vince to reſtrain, and with pleaſures, hid he he 
her authority expreſſly condemus. le gui: 
how common is it, to ſee her ſacred fom he mi. 
crouded into a week dedicated to wide nsfort 
ſpread diſſipation! and to behold, the lamW.1; | 
perſons, who juſt before walked in ſolem on 
proceſſion to a church, finiſh the day wit ſo 
the ſucceſſive amuſements of the circus, thi nging 
theatre, and the midnight ball! giving uM lite, 
themſelves to levity, amidſt the ſolemnitind 4 
of an aſſize, and ſporting with unconcer ly? w 
on the floor of an awful manſion dedicate Wi Cob, 


b 


( 205 ) 

to the momentous buſineſs of civil judica- 
ture, and trodden juſt before by the foot of 
miſery in the moſt melancholy forms! as 
if it were the intention of this degenerate 
ge to reconcile together the diſſipation of 
the ball-room with the ſolemnities of a tri- 
bunal; to diſplay a ſtudied apathy or levity | 
of conduct amidſt ſurrounding ſcenes of 
wilt and ſorrow; to admit into their hearts 
the tide of unbounded Joy, at a time when 
the hearts of others are pierced with an- 
wiſh; or to inſult, with unuſual feſtivities, 
the misfortunes of their fellow-creatures— 
misfortunes, that demand tears, and that 
ought to be deplored in ſackcloth, Would 
ot one be almoſt tempted to think that 
nen ſometimes ſeemed ſtudious of ſo ar- 
hnging, or rather confounding the ſcenes 
| life, as to obliterate every idea of the 
rand and awful circumſtances of the laſt 
ly? when, upon the ſound of the trump 
Cop, and the ſummons ſrom the arch- 
1 


( 206 ) 


angel's voice, nothing ſhall be heard but 


the triumphant ſhouts of religious joy, and 
the cries of hopeleſs deſpair, the longs of 
the righteous and the lamentations of the 
wicked, the ſentence of the Judge and the 
plaudits of heaven ! | 
What will the lamp” of a dark and 
powerleſs proſeſſion avail in that tremen- 
dous period? when, every ſecret work {half 
be brought into judgment, and every cha- 
rater examined by the all- piercing eye o 
Omniſcience! when the momentary ap 
plauſe of the world, for which men barterec 
eternal honour, will make no account in 
the deciſions of the laſt ſentence! when the 
ſhadowy ſcenes of life and the ſplendour ol 
the world ſhall have paſſed away like the 
baſeleſs fabric of a viſion ! when all diſguile 
ſhall be thrown off, and the maſk torn fron 
the face of hypocriſy ! when a ſaun-bea 
ſhall dart into every breaſt, to reveal eac 
ſecret thought aud bring every latent cor 
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(„ 
ruption to public view ! Let us bring near 
to our thoughts this ſolemn ſcrutiny, and 
ſurvey in imagination this ſwiftly-approach- 
ing doom; and then let us ſay, whether a 
{xy works of occaſional, and often oſtenta- 
tous charity, ſeparate as we continually 
hehold them from the power and practice of 
irue religion, will ſecure a title to heaven ; 
or whether any thing will be of any con- 
ideration then, but an intereſt through 


ith in the redemption wrought out by 
Him who is our appointed Judge, evidenced 
by all thoſe “ fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
we by Him to the glory and praiſe of Gop.“ 


Pull, ls II, 


1 the 
Ir ol After what has been faid on the neceſ- 
thy, nature, foundation, comprehenſive ex- 


tent, and beneficial fruits of genuine mora- 
ity, it cannot, with the leaſt appearance of 
th or juſtice, be inſinuated, that we mean 
o diſcourage the preaching of any one im- 
prtant branch of practical religion; or to 

ſeparate 


all credit may be witheld from our preten 


„ 
ſeparate from a lively faith, the fruits which 
diſtinguiſh its nature and operation: ſo u 
from it, that if our practice be not a fair 0 


comment on our principles, and do not 
exemplify the great requirements of pure 
and undefiled religion, to a degree at leaf 
equal to that of our objectors; we wilh that 


Tk 


ſions, and gladly reſt the queſtion on that 
iſſue, without reluctance and without fear, 


nich 
) far 
fait 
not 
pure 
leak 
that 
ten 
that 
ar. 
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Tae GENERAL ENnoviey ; OR, MrsTAKES 
RESPECTING THE CHIEF Goop. 
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Thefe be many that ſay, Who will ſkew us 


any good? Plalm iv. 6. 


[7 Chriſtianity, as à ſyſtem, poſſeſſes 


a ſuperior advantage above all the 
hſtems of human contrivance that ever ap- 
peared in the world, in this; that by point- 
ing out clearly the way of TRUTH, it marks 
the road to HapPINESss. For, as error and 
ulery were coæval, and mankind became 


miverſally wretched, in conſequence of 


wing been ſeduced by the father of lyes ; 
o truth and d happineſs are congenial, like 


Vor, II. P light | 


es ns. an 
r 
2 — 7 


Y 
" 
I 
= 
* 
* 


0 


f aw Þþ 
light and heat in the ſun; and, as inſepꝛ. 
rable concomitants, go hand in hand with 


ſpec 

every traveller to Zion. Goo is the fountain — 

of bleſſedneſs, becauſe he is “ the Father 5 
025 

of lights;“ and they who. live neareſt the WW * 1 
| rays of his uncreated and exhauſtleſs wil. * 

dom, approach the neareſt to happinel, A 

The emanations of truth from him are the = 
very element of beatitude. Whereas, the 2 

, TORE a : ; rent 

very quinteſſence of miſery is called in ſcrip- | Sd 

ture the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. Ain 


What reaſon have we, then, to adore the 
wiſdom that contrived, and the providence _ K 
that conveyed to us, ſuch a ſyſtem, as that, 


which, while it diſplays the glory and good- = 
neſs of its divine Author, extends a rich 42 
proviſion of every good to the fallen race of 
men! Here, we are not ſent, for truth and and 
happineſs, to the uncertain and erroneous 852 
dogmas of gentile philoſophy ; to the arbi- . 
trary impoſitions of blind and bigotted {u- 1 th 
perſtition, that child of darkneſs, and nurſe « 


0 


1 
of error; to the claſhing opinions of proud 
ſpeculatiſts, who appear to be more con- 
cerned to exalt themſelves, than to inveſti- 
gate truth; or to that wild field of vanity 
and ſenſual gratification, the world, The 
»oſpel of the bleſſed Gon points to ſublimer 
ſources, from whence ſtreams of happiaeſs 
and truth flow in a pure and perennial cur- 
rent, The way-faring man ſhall not err in 
the way, which it points out ; and, he who 
drinks at this ſpring, ſhall derive refreſh- 
ment and ſatisfaction to the moſt capacious 
and ardent defires of his ſoul. Here the 
perfections of Gop ſhine forth with genuine 
luſtre, and all his diſpenſations are account- 
ed for, upon principles worthy of himſelf, 
and conſiſtent with truth. The entrance 
of moral and natural evil is traced to its ori- 
in; ; and an adequate remedy is propoſed 
in the perſon of the Mtss1an. He delcends 
to make reconciliation with Gop by his 
Geath, and undertakes the renovation of 

* man's 
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man's apoſtate nature by his Spirit. Peace 


is made by the blood of his crols. And, 2 de 
C41l | 


ing 


way being opened for the ſinner's acceſs to 
the divine throne, and for communion with cat 
HIM who ſitteth thereupon ; we have no more 
reaſon, now, to aſk in the language of With 
perplexing doubt or fruitleſs ſpeculation, alert 
„Who will ſhew us any good?“ for, his real a 
Own infallible revelation is ſufficient to Wl that 
opene 


of the 


ſolve the queſtion, and ſatisfy the defires 
of every humble enquirer. 
And yet, as if no ſuch ſyſtem, as that 


which is the glory of revelation, exiſted; 


or, as if no ſalubrious ſpring had been 


opened for the ſolace and ſalvation of fin- 
ners; the queſtion in the text has been ting 
from the beginning, and fill continues to WW ore | 
be, the language of the many.” Some them ſe 
aſk it with the ſame proud indifference, ot of ſcie 
ſceptical curioſity, that Pilate aſked * What phers, 
is truth?” In others, the queſtion ſpeaks cnſtit! 
dubiou 


the language of multitudes, either indulg- 
ing 


CG a6 Þ 
ing airy ſpeculations on what is good, ox 
endeavouring to leek it in objects where it 
can never be found. There is no ſubjeR, 
on which mankind have been more divided, 
more bewildered, or more fatally miſtaken. 
With a view to confirm the truth of this 
afſertion, as well as to diſtinguiſh between 


real and imaginary good, and to recommend 


that pure ſource of truth and happineſs 
opened to a ſintul world in the redemption 
of the Sox of God ; I propoſe conſidering, 
J. Some of the miſtakes of the world re- 
ſetting the chief good: II. And then 
hewing wheiein it really conſiſtet H. 

I, With regard to miſtakes on this inter- 
cling point, none adopted more abſurd or 
more fatal ones, than the very men who ſet 
themlelves up as heads of ſes, and leaders 
of ſcience; 1 mean, the Gentile Philoſo- 
phers, The ſummum bonum, or chief Good, 
conſtituted a ſubje& of difficult enquiry and 
dubious reſearch among them; and ſeRs, 
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with their repeRive founders, differed from T 


one another, as they happened to be divided rood 
in opinion about this. But their inveſtiga. they 


tions were guided by ſome erroneous hypo- preci 
theſis or ſordid paſſion, that checked the Nr ſo 
progrels of tree inquiry, and tainted. all the dency 
Iprings of intellectual knowledge. Or, any Ws, + 
degree of faint information they received ſubjec 
from the writings of Moſes, was ſo adulte-WM,.q t 
rated by being blended with their own pre- er the 


conceived and erroneous maxims, or ſa to tr. 


groſſly ſacrificed to the caprice of ſuperiors, 
and the popular cuſtoms of the country they 
lived in ; that they worſhipped and ſerved 


lome | 
liffere 


vilder 


the creature rather than the Creator, and It i 
T turned the truth of Gop into a lye” by happir 
juſtifying every ſpecies of idolatry upon the tions « 
ground of prudent conformity to nationd lined, 
prejudices. This was the ſentiment of even nd d 
the celebrated moraliſt, Epictetus: E710: dhiloſ, 
de x1 onraprco fol XL [0 lan [pic ena a light 

depenc 
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Their definitions reſpecting the chief 
good were ſo vague, that the very terms 
they adopted called for defining, before any 
preciſe idea could be conveyed to the mind; 
or ſo falle, that the fallacy or immoral ten- 
dency of them was evident at firſt view. 
do that their explanations often left the 
ſubject more obſcure than they found it, 
nd threw ſuch embarraſſments in the way 
ef their diſciples, that, as it often happens 
to travellers that have loſt themſelves in 
ſome pathleſs deſert, every effort to find 2 
different road only left them ſtill more be- 
videred than before. | 

It is true, ſome of them did teach, that 
happineſs conſiſted in virtue. But their no- 
tions of virtue were as diſcordant and unde- 
lined, as their ideas of happineſs were vague 
and deſultory. Several of their greateſt 
philoſophers placed virtue in ſo deſpicable 
light as to make the very exiſtence of it 


depend on a connection with worldly poſf- 
P 4 ſeſſions, 
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feſſions. - This was the opinion of Atiſto. 
tle; who, to the reproach of his vain phi, 
loſophy, and the-ſcandal of humanity, hath 
laid it down as a politive dogma, that vir. 
tue, without the goods of fortune, is not 
ſufficient for happineſs, but that a wiſe man 
mult be miſerable in poverty and icknels, 
Diogenes, from whoſe pride and ſtoical au- 


ſterity, one might have expected lentimenty 


of .a different nature, as if he anticipated 
the wretchedneſs of his own declining years, 
declared, That a poor old man was the moſt 
miſerable thing in life, Muſt not that be 
« ſcience falſely ſo called,” that could bet 
tray its patrons into ſuch abject puſillani- 
mity and egregious folly? And what hall 
we think of that wiſdom and that virtue, 
which, notwithſtanding all the declama- 
tions of the philoſophers, could not proted 
the poſſeſſors of them in the hour of affiic 
tion, or ſupport the mind in the proſpet, 
or under the preſſure, of aged and int 

5 = 3 nature! 
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ature? Any thing aſſuming the name of 
tne or philoſophy, that leaves the mind, 
\ prey to wretchedneſs and dejection, and, 
it the mercy of every ſtorm of adverfity, is 
in abſurd chimera, only worthy of thole, 
who profeſſing themſelves wiſe, (xo x0 
wu c became fools, _ +a | 
But even Plato himſelf, the great precep- 
tor of Ariſtotle, and his followers, with all 
his refinements, made happineſs to compre- 
hend the poſſeſſion of wiſdom, health, good 
fortune, honor, and riches; and maintain- 
ed, that he who enjoyed all theſe, was per- 
fectly happy. Influenced by ſentiments ſo 
falſe and ignoble, ſo incongruous with every 
lictate of truth or virtue, is it to be won 
tered, that their philoſophy ſhould be ſo 
plant and flexible as to yield, for worldly 
and ſelfiſh motives, to the moſt diſhonora- 
ble propoſals and the vileſt cuſtoms? and ſo 
ſervile and ambitious, (for pride and mean- 
nels are always concomitants) as to turn 

| them 
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them into courtiers and ſycophants, and 
make them fawn upon princes, as Plato did 
upon the younger Dionyſus, and Ariſtotle 
upon Alexander the Great? merely that, 
by temporizing, and adulation, they might 
ſecure thoſe poſſeſſions, without which all 
their phitoſyphy, would, by their own cons 


feſſion, have left them the moſt miſerable 


of beings? 


It was evident, from the falſe notions 


they had of morality, and the very defec- 
tive manner in which they practiſed it, a 
well as from the temper that marked their 
conduct and intercourle with men, that 
there exiſted nothing amongſt any of them, 
characteriſtical of that chief good or real 
happineſs, about which they wrote and de- 


claimed ſo much. Zeno“ and his follow: 


ers 


* This philoſopher as well as Solon himſelf, wa 


guilty of that deteſtable crime mentioned Rom i. 27. 


Num bd nefandd venere Solonem, ail Plutarchu; 
Zenonem Stoice ſectæ principem, Diogenes Laertiul.— 
Sce Poli Synopſis on Rom. i. | 
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EC ans } 
es held that all crimes were equal. Thales, 
the founder of the Ionic ſeQ, being aſked 
bow a man might bear misfortune with 
greateſt eaſe, anſwered, ** By ſeeing his ene- 


«mies in a worſe condition.” A ſentiment” 


faught with brutality, and calculated to 
burſt every bond of humane and friendly 
ſociety, When one told Solon, grieving for 


the loſs of his ſon, that he lamented” in 


nin; this celebrated wiſe man of Greece 


inſwered, ©* Therefore I lament, becauſe it 
«is in vain.” This was an open confeſſion 


of the inſufficiency of all his boaſted philo- £ 


bphy to ſuppreſs intemperate grief for even 
common calamity, Epicurus had no notion 


of juſtice but as it was profitable: and as 
for the morals of the Epicureans, they were | 


ſcandalous even to a proverb, For, though 


their maſter taught, that happineſs did con- 


iſt in virtue, yet, like other philoſophers, 


not having aſcertained its nature and fixed 


is boundaries, he eventually led his diſci- 
ples 
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ples into ſuch groſs immorality, that 20. 
cording to their manuer of life, virtue and lone 
to obe 


voluptuouſneſs ſeemed to be convertible 


terms with them: And ever ſince, an Epi of lor 


cure is a title accommodated to every cha. portal 


racter, in which excels and ſenſual indul. pence, 


gence meet. They 


Not to infiſt here, that the followers of 
Epicurus accounted for the creation of tho 


had no 
upren 
world upon the ſtupid hypotheſis of itz mib 
| erably 
ould 1 
Il}, 1 


reece 


having been effected by a fortuitous con- 
courle of atoms; and that others among the 
philoſophers maintained the eternity of the 
world; all their ſyſtems were deſpicably de- 


fective in the rewards they held out for en- n eril 


non ſe 
ind w] 
ure on 


couragement in the progreſs of virtue, and 
In the manner they ſupported themſelves in 
the privation of any temporal good, or in 
the expectation of any. With affected re- 
finement, they made virtue its own reward; 
a ſentiment, which however true it may be 


nconſiſ 


dene 


under certain limitations, can never of itſelf 
alone © 0 


lle Au; 
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* lone ſtimulate the mind and encourage it 
an 
ible 
Epi. 
cha. 
dul. 


o obedience, without the higher motives 
if love to God and the hope of future im- 
mortality. As for a dependence on Provi- 
lence, this made no part of their Creed. 
They invariably truſted in themlelves, and 


| had no idea of depending on the power of a 
8 of TT 


the 
its 


ßupreme Being. And on the nature of his 
tributes, and diſpenſations, they were mi- 
enbly blind. For all their philoſophy 


con- 
ould not ſave them from the groſfeſt idola- 


r the 
the 
7 de- 


y. The principal ſeats of learning, even 
reece and Rome, were moſt corrupted with 
on eil which was as great an inſult to com- 
ni" ſenſe, as it was an affront to Deity. 
ind where their, theory was in ſome degree 
ure on this head, yet their practice was fla- 


mnt, And their philoſophers juſtified the 


es in 
JT in 


d re- 
conſiſtency, horrid as it was; by ſaying, 


ard; 

| Seneca“ has done, that a wife man will 
1y be | 

k obſerve 
itſelf 


* Onnia ſapiens ſervabit tanquam legibus juſſa-— 
le Auguſt. de civit, Dei. Lib. 6. Cap, 10. 


lone 
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obſerve all things that are commanded ) 
the laws. As to their temper, the ſuper 


inter 
learn 
ciliouſneſs and apathy of ſome, the monWM* foc 
what 


from 


ſity and ſourneſs of others, the temporizing 
flexibility of others, the voluptuouſneſs 
others, and the groſs idolatry of all, ſbe on re 
truth: 
ll th 
2 diſc 
eſſary 


what incompetent judges they were of truth 
and what poor pretenſions they made to th 

diſcovery or poſſeſſion of the chief good. 
Enough has been ſaid on this ſubject 


evince the inſufficiency of antient philoſdthe de 
ſophy to aid us in our inveſtigation of truii ef ant 
or ſearch after happineſs. I have been t the ſa 


more copious here, that thoſe who have h 
therto been enamoured with heathen me 
raliſts, and who have adopted their val 
philoſophy as their guide, may take th 
alarm, when they ſee that the philoſophe 
cannot ſhew us what is good, either in the 


amen 
that t! 
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ſyſtems or their example. I wiſh there we 
No cauſe to add, that modern philoſophy 
in the hands of ſome, is as inimical to! 

: _ interel 
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intereſts of the goſpel, as it was, when the 


d h 

upen learned Greeks called that ſacred ſyſtem 
nor © fooliſhneſs.” . It would be eaſy to ſhew 
in hat miſchievous effects ſpring every day 
ls | from the attempts of men, who philoſophize 


on revelation, and by admitting ſome of its 


{hey 
truth 
0 th 
* 


truths, exert their reaſon only to blaſpheme 
xl the reſt, But this would lead me into 
i diſcuſſion as prolix, as it would be unne- 


ed (Mcl-ry ; eſpecially, ſince a conſideration of 
of the defective nature and fatal conſequences 
true antient philoſuphy will equally apply to 


en ti the ſame kind of wiſdom in the ſame predi- 


ve HMament now. Suffice it then to obſerve, 
n maWthat they can never be qualified for ſhewing 


wis what is good, who endeavour to explain 


e timay the cauſe and effects of moral evil, 
opheWvith a view to the depretiating of that great 
1 theWremedy which is its antidote, What can 


e We 
ſophy 
tot 
1t£16! 


re think of a philoſophy, that would call 
tin a creature, who created the univerſe, 
nd deny his Deity, in whom « dwelt all 
the 
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the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ?” thi 
dares to wreſt thoſe ſeriptures, which repre: 
fent our Lord as a propitiatory ſacrifice, 1 
ſurety, a ran/om, dying the juſt for the un- 
zuſt, and purchaſing ſinners with his blood; 
and, in the face of ſuch infallible auto- 
rity, would place the death of the Re: 
DEEMER upon an equality with that of any 
martyr ſuffering patiently in the cauſe of 


of nt 
have 
confl, 
1 me 
nothil 
1dverl 
fund 
Indeed 
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truth ?—that denies the perfonality of the liken 
Hory Gnosr, and calls all ſupernaturl fevelat 
influence in the preſent day nothing but Pay, i 
the enthuſiaſm of fools and viſionaries ; be oty 
reaving ſinners, hereby, of all hope of be 
other aſſiſtance in working out their ſalu s | 
tion, than what they derive from the exet 's oy 
tions of their own corrupt and enfeeblet mk 

Undar 


nature? — that denies the eternity of Hel 
torments, and the exiſtence of ſuch a bein 
in the univerſe, as the Devil? as if ever 
laſting puniſhment” and the“ vengeance 6 
eternal fire” ſignified no more than a degte 
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of miſery of a limited duration, that woulſt 
hive an end at laſt; or as, if out L oxD's 
onflit with Satan in the wilderneſs was all 
1 metaphor, and as if mankind now had 
nothing to fear from the temptations of ani 
adverſary, whom modern philoigphy has 
bund out to be a metaphorical being. And 


EW 2” n £3 ? ' : 7 a , 3 : S$£: & 
indeed it ceaſes any longer to be matter of 


* lurpriſe, that ſuch daring liberties ſhould be 
© the tiken with the doctrines and language of 
turd relation, when the ſame ſpurious philoſo- 
bid hy, in implicit denial of the infallible au- 
, be ority of the facred ſcriptures, calls the 
gd Able“ 2 collection of books, written by 

lv; Nous men' ' only ; and which, by abandon- 
ed is the inſpiration of the New Teſtament, 
eble lakes the apoſtolic teſtimony an inſufficient 

e lndard of revealed truth. | 
bein. Bel des denying the divinity and atone- 
evellent of the Sox of Goo, the perſonality 
Let nd ſanRtifying operations of the Hor: 
legt PT, the eteruity of Hell-torments, and 
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„. exiſtence of the Devil; what can we 
think of a philoſophy, that, after an 


conge 
' tempt to revive the heatheniſh do&rine tree 
' neceſſity, then launches into the very depth nlucks 


of materialiſm, which is but a ſhort reo Her 


7 from Atheiſm. by making the exiſtence ent, 
( the ſoul to depend on the ſtructure of th 
7 brain; ſo, as that when this ſhould ceaſe t. 
work, that would ceaſe to be? Yet this! 
7 modern philoſophy, grafted on the heretica 


{ ſtock of Socinianiſm, and forming a com 
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(pound of every error, by which the king 
dom of darkneſs is ſupported. Can ſuch 
ore ſu 
nothir 
ceived 


| (ſyſtem ſhew us any good? No. Conſiders 
in itſelf, it teems with impiety and bla 
(phemy. And viewed in its unhappy abet 


A. 6!!! — 


tors, it exhibits a ſet of men ſinking iner its 
the very dregs of worldly conformity, apo) cat 
; tatizing from truths that their forefatheqtivel. 
' would have died in the defence of, and 1! por 

_ c taining nothing of religion, but the nam tend, 
and form. Their practice being perfect one. * 
congeniſey de! 


— n 


| C00 I 
congenial with their principles, they are like 
« trees whoſe fruit withereth, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots.” Jude 12. : 
Here let us leave philoſophy for the pre- 
ent, whether antient or modern: whether 
n league with Gentile darkneſs, or com- 
wunded with Hereſy and blaſphemy ; and 
t us examine the pretenſions of the world to 
ale the inquiry of the text. The gay, 
te diſſipated, the licentious, and the men 
f buſineſs, all deſpiſe ſuch ſpeculative ſub- 


com 


king 


uch Is, and think themſelves wiſe in purſuing 
dere ore ſubſtantial and beneficial objects. It 
bla nothing to them, whether the goſpel be 


ceived or rejected in the world ; or whe- 
er its ſacred intereſts riſe or fall, provided 
ky can only enjoy what they have, re- 
ectively, in view. Let them only have 
er portion in this lite, and let who will 
tend about the beſt way to that which is 
one. They care for none of theſe things. 
ty deſpiſe the conteſts of philoſophers 
7 and 


abet 
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apo 
fathe 
nd 1 
und 
rfect 
en 
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ions 

and divines, and are ot opinion, that in pro- wy 
portion as they think freely, they ſhall live an 
happily. Aſk them to ſhew you what is vrbic 
good, and they will inſtantly hold up the ef av. 
world, in ſome lucrative or captivating | noſt 
point of view; and are ready to cry gut, that [ 
„Let us eat and drink ; for to-morrow ne 6, 
die.” Very plauſible doctrine, if there were WF . 
no hereafter, and this world were the ſeat 4 Gy 
of bliſs. "IT, both, 
Conſult the man of buſineſs, the cars- of fut 
worn miſer, or the man of pleaſure; and, Put 


if commercial property were the * true 
if ſolicitude about the one thing 
needful,“ were compatible with the un- 
bounded love of accumulated wealth, or iff 
numerous reſources for. ſenſual gratification 
were the excluſive ſprings of pure and ines 
hauſtible felicity, the pretenſions of each 
would be as well-founded as their reſpeRive! 
url But, buſineſs, that ex- 
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tions, is toil for ſhadows and trifles; cort#= 
fve care, that either ainaffes what cannot bg 
tan ported to the next world, or that often 
forbids the uſe of it in this, is the offspring 


of avarice, and is marked with folly of the 


moſt abject complection; and amuſentents, 
that conſume time, invert the order of day 
ad night, diſfipate thought, and promote 
exceſs, are ſo far from enſuring enjoyment 
or creating happineſs, that they deſtioy 
both, and prove, in the end, the harbingers 
of future miſery. 

Put the queſtion' to the man of ambition. 
With this glittering: object perpetually in 
new, his mind is ever on the ſtretch of 
anxiety, and the ambitious defires of his 
foul operate, like an ardent fever in the 


body, to the deſtroying of his reſt by day 


nd night, A few difappointnients only 
het the edge of his appetite, and inflame” 
the ardor of his purſuit. The object ap- 
pears -proportionably deſirable as it flies from 

Q 3 bim: 
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him: and he cares not what ſervility he 


practiſes, or how low he debaſes himſelf by loan 5 
the moſt ſordid ſchemes of fawning adulz. A 
make | 


tion and vile chicanery, if he can only gain 
the ſummit of his wiſhes, and climb the lad- 
der of preferment; though in the proud 


2 qual 
ſoul, 

the gre 
with t 
of the 
to be 


noſt 1 


aſcent he muſt ſacrifice every dictate of 
truth and conſcience, To get a title, to be 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome empty name, and to die 
rich, is all the good he knows or deſires to 
know. And if he can only ſecure the honor 
that cometh from man, any one, for hin, often 


may leek that which cameth from Gov, WES 


thorns. 
Ind dif 
mays 
meateſt 
in nev 
general! 
fearer 
uniſh, 
0 thei! 
o that 


The tallacy of ſuch pietenſions, and the 
vanity of ſuch purſuits, will appear evident, 
if we only conſider, that the good which the 
world hath to offer, ought to be ſubſtantial 
in its nature, certain in poſſeſſion, pure in 
enjoyment, and ſuited to the ſtate of an 
1imn.ortal mind, in order to afford ,perma- 
nent ſatisfaction. But here, every ſpecies 
of terreſtrial good deceives; and to decep: 

tion 


„ | 
mW adds diſappointment and vexation. 
4 The beſt and greateſt portion of it cannot 


1 nake its poideifors happy, being of too groſs 
10 quality to ſuit the capacious deſires of the 


* bul, Every day's experience proves, that 
the greateſt wretchednels is often conneRed 
rith the greateſt affluence; and that ſome 
of the moſt unhappy beings upon earth are 
to be met with among thole who abound 
noſt with the guods of fortune, Theſe 
often corrode the mind with ten thouſand 
ares, which wound it as ſo many pungent 
(horns ; they frequently produce a ſatiety 
nd diſguſt in the enjoyment of them; and 
mays leave a vacuity in the ſoul, which the 
reateſt accumulation of wealth and honors 
m never fill up. Men's intemperate deſires 
enerally magnify the objects in view. A 
arer approach makes them gradually di- 

uiniſh, And in actual enjoyment they find, 
0 their coſt, that they graſp at ſhadows, 
o that, as to happineſs, © the depth” of 
Q 4 earthly 
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earthly opulence and ſenſual gratification WI but, 
* ſaith, lt is not in me.” And ſo a Prince ſelye: 
acknowledged, who had explored that depth, foreſt 
For, All is vanity, was the reſult of his il Wan 
reſearches and his experience, WT cobb< 

Not to urge, that galling diſappointments meſti 
throu 
or tl 
very 


often ſtrew a thouſand thorns in the way of 


the rich and ambitious, to blaſt their pro- 
jects, and wound their peace: : and that, 


even when ſuccesful in their purſuits, the eme 
objects of them in fruition fall very far | muſt 
ſhort of what they appeared i in expectation; LOIN 
the tenure, by which all terreſtrial good 18 of N 
held, proves ſo very uncertain, that a man 6 25 
might as well attempt to ere a houſe upon rd 
the liquid element, as build his happineſs on 290; 
what is ſo tranſi ent as well as unſatisfying. Req 
It is impoſſi ble to enumerate the various leave 
contingencies, by which accumulated wealth OY 
may be diminiſhed or deſtroyed, and the ſecur: 
potſelſors of it reduced in a moment from 88 8 
exam 


opulence, to a ſtats of penury and ruin, 


ar, | But, | 
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Gut, even if riches do not make to them- 
ſelves wings, and by ſome ſudden and un- 
foreſeen as well as unavoidable incident, flee 
may Mit they eſcape the depredations of. 
robbers whether public, profeſſional, or do- 
neſtic, or thoſe calamities, which happen 
through lire, the viciſſitudes of commerce, 
or the ravages of war; yet at beſt, how, 
very precarious is the poll eſſion when death 
comes often at an unexpected moment, and, 


| muſt ſooner, or later arrive, to diſſolve the 


connections of this world, to open the eyes 
of thoſe, who had been Ad by its faſci- 
nating charms; and make them ſee, when 
it is too late, how tatally they had been 
miſled by its gilded bajts! What good can 
it do a man to amals millions, when he mult 
leave all behind him ? and, if he die un- 
converted, will find that riches can no more 
ſecure againſt the ſtroke of juſtice than they 
can ward off the blow of death? So that, 
Fxamine the moſt. ſpecious eatthly g good, = 
bn 


6 2 
you will ſee, if your inquiries are guided by 
the oracles of truth, that DisAPPOINTURRNT 


IN PURSUIT, DISSATISFACTION and SATIETy 


IN ENJOYMENT, and UNCERTAINTY IN POSSEs- 
SION, communicate a threefold vanity to 
all ſublunary things, and loudly proclaim 
the folly and danger of intemperately pur- 


ſuing or inoidinately loving them. 


Having endeavoured to prove, that phi- | 


loſophy can no more ſhew us what is good 
by its theory, than the world by its prac- 
tice ; and that the votaries of the latter are 
as far from truth and happineſs as the 
patrons of the foriner; I proceed, now to 

ſhew, | | 5 
| II. Wherein the chief good conſiſteth. 


In illuſtrating this branch of the ſubject, 


we are not to be guided by the diſquiſitions 
of men, or to follow the ſpeculations of any 


claſs of reaſoners, but to acquieſce in the 


direction which the word of Gop gives us, 
and to ſubmit to its infallible authority. 


And 
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And therefore, agreeably to the deciſions 
of a Judge from whence there lies no appeal, 
we may ſafely affirm, that Jesus CHRIST is 
the ſoul's chief good, the knowledge of him 
its chief wiſdom, and the enjoyment of him 
is chief happineſs. _ A 


that Gop is the fountain of bleſſedneſs and 
perfection, and, that, as man derived his 
exiſtence from his creative power, and drew 
ll his primæval honor and happineſs from 
mn intercourſe with the Supreme Being ; to 
know, worſhip, and obey him, conſtitutes 


had retained his original rectitude, nothing 
further would be neceſſaty in the diſcuſſion. 
We might, then, in the language of floiid 


, 

iN leclamation, or relaxed theology, expatiate 
oy on the dignity of human nature, the plea- 
the lantneſs of religion, and the charms of vir- 


tue. But ſuch vague doctrine will not ſuit 
the condition of man in the melancholy 
nd SO circum- 


mn 
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his chief good. And, undoubtedly, it man 
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| circumſtances to which six has reduced him, 


is good for him, as a, jinner, 
in the language of what ſome call natural 
religion, that Gop is a being of glorious 
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The crown is fallen from his head. Hig 
dignity is in the duſt; his nature depraved.; 
his righteouſnels loſt, 
forfeited, and reſtore the bleſſedneſs of which 


To recover what he 


{tn bereaved him, the Son of Gop took his 


nature, and died in his ſtead. We are to 


conſider man as fallen, and to inquire what 
To tell ham, | 


perfections; that creation proclaims his ex- 


\ iſtence, and atteſts his goodneſs ; and that 
wit is the duty and intereſt ot his rational 


creatures to love and obey him; is a ſpecies 


\ 


| Bis wrath. 


of doctrine, however true, that will yield no 


ſatisfaction to one who knows he hath bro- 


ken the laws of his Creator, and incurred 


of reconciliation, before his heart can be en- 


gaged in love and obedience. And here the 


, goſ pel triumphs. in. its luſtre and pre- emi- 
15 nencs 


You. muſt; tell him of a method 
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| nence above every other ſyſtem Whatever“ 
for it ſhews us what is good, by diſplaying 
the full ſalvation of Jesus CHRIST. It ſhews 
every good centering in him, and derived 


from him. And this is what a convinced 


'fnner wants to know. For this is life 


eternal that they might know thee the only 


true Gon, and Jesus CHRIST whom thou 
haſt ſent.” John xvii. 3. 


| Conſider, therefore, what are the wants 


of a fallen ſinner, and you will immediately 


ſee in what reſpe&s Cnz1sT is his chief 
rod, 1. He wants a redemption, that will 
mſwer the great ends of averting the wrathi 
of God, of fulfilling the preceptive and 
penal demands of a violated law, of explat- 
ing his guilt and reſtoring to him the for- 
feited favor of the Moſt High. A work 
productive of ſuch bleſſings, and adequate 
to the removal of ſuch difficulties, muſt be 
immenſely glorious ; and the hand that ac- 
compliſhes- it muſt be mighty indeed; But 
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it is throughout the work of Jesus. G05 
| hath laid help upon him, as upon one that 
is mighty.“ Pu. Ixxxix. 19. His own arm 
| brought ſalvation, when the arm of human 
and angelic nature was weak and impotent, 


When man had incurred the divine diſplea— 


\ ſure by tranſgreſſion, Cneisr put himſelf in 
his law-place, made himſelf reſponſible for 
g whatever law and juſtice demanded of the 


* finner; took the whole debt upon himſelf, 
and paid the whole, by doing and ſuffering 
the will of heaven, as our Surety. He mag- 
nified the law and made it honorable by his 
upon himſelf. He was made ſin for us, 
though he knew no ſin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of Gor in him.“ 
As a ſacrifice charged with our imputed 


: 4 : . . 
\gnilt, he © bore our fins in his own body 


on the tree.” And when the wrath of God 


was revealed from heaven, and the {word of 


juſtice drawn agzinkt the human race, JE5vs 


the | 


perfect obedience, and took the curle of it 
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the all-compaſſionate Jesvs interpoſed, and 
died the juſt for the unjuſt to bring us to 


at Goo.” Being redeemed by his precious 


blood, and juſtiſied through his righteouſ- 


an WM nels, “ all that believe are juſtified from all 
by things from which they could not be juſti- 
bed by the law of Moſes.“ In every branch 


of this glorious work, the all- lufficiency of 


the Saviour is eminently diſplayed: and 
| what is there that is at all neceiſary to the 
fnner's reconciliation with an offended Gon, 


ng Wl that he may not derive from the complete 
85 redemption of the Prince of Peace? | 
* 2. Another bleſſing requiſite to the hap- 
fol pineſs of man, as depraved in his faculties, 
255 b, the reſtoration of that ſpiritual ſtrength 
2 nd divine life which he poſſeſſed before the 
be all, Men, who know neither themſelves 
82 m the ſcriptures, are apt to entertain a 
„ Wiigh opinion of their innate goodneſs and 
200 Hor the ſtrength of their natural powers. But 
4 be who made the heart declares it to be 


«« deceitful 
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good to know this. 


till this victory is obtained. 
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*« deceitful above all things and deTpetath 
wicked.“ And St. Paul, who had much 
more to boaſt of than any who imitate the 


pride of his phariſaical ſtite, declares, that 


„ how to perform what is good, he found 
ot.” Rom. vii. 18. He was not able to do 


it of himſelf; but through Cusisr he could | 
It is 4 branch of man's chief 


do all things. 
For, as much human 


miſery ſprings from the ſtrength of < corrup- 
tion, and the inability of the creature to 


conquer it; no happineſs can take place, 


211 the riches and honors of the earth, and 
Feave him under the dominion of his natural 


pride and enmity againſt Gov, and you only 


_ Sive h. m what muft augment his wretched- 


Here 


neſs, by adding fuel to his lufts, 
then the bleiſed Jesus exerts his power, and 
giſplays the efficacy of his grace. Firſt con- 


Vincing the ſinner, that without Him he 


kan do nothing, he then perlects his ſtrength 
in 
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u his weakneſs, He renews the heart; and 
laws, and captivates it with his love. He 
gves fin its death-wound, by the virtue of 
his croſs, and undertakes to be the ſinner's 
ſhield againſt all his enemies within and 
without, He engages to work all his works 
in him, as well as for him, and to make 

him more than conqueror. 

Thus in and from the Renetuer he 
lth all good. His peace with Gov, and 
hope of glory are the fruits of his merito- 


— = 


* 


nous death and paſſion. Victory over ing 
datan, the world, and death, is aſcertained 
by the Captain of his ſalvation, In Him he 
has wiſdom, ſtrength, righteouſneſs, holi- 
neſs, in all their rich and exhauſtleſs re- 
ſources, To taſte how good the Loxn is 
n his Son, to experience the virtue of his 
blood, and the renovating operation of his 
Hirit, is heaven begun. The knowledge 
of Him is the prime wiſdom; and the frus 
tion of him the very quinteſſence' of haps 
Von I R pineſs, 
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pineſs. And what conſtitutes Him the 
Chief among ten thouſand, is, that the 
good, which is in Him, never ſatiates like | 
earthly good; can never be diminiſhed or 
exhauſted, for it is a boundleſs ocean ; and | 
that it is offered in its utmoſt extent and 
riches without money and without price, 
and the moſt gracious invitation given, to 
encourage and warrant our participation of 
its benefits. Wherefore do ye ſpend mo- 
ney for that which is not bread ? and your la- 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not ? Hearken | 
diligently unto me, ſaith the Lon, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your ſoul de- 
ligt itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear and 
come unto me and your ſoul ſhall live: and 
I will make an everlaſting covenant with 
you, even the ſure mercies of David. ; 
Iſa. Iv. 2, 3. 

The ſequel of this diſcourſe - ſhall now be 
taken up in enforcing a few conſiderations, 


that neceſſarily ariſe out of the ſubject. 
1. Since 
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e / . Since human wiſdom is inſufficient to 
ce guide us in the great concerns of our ſouls, 
| and philoſophy whether ancient or modern 
has ever proved an erroneous guide, when 
attempting to ſtrike out a path to truth or 
| happinels ; if you would know what is good, 
apply to the fountain-head of inſtruction, 
the word of Gop, Search the ſcriptures, 
Pray for the illumination of that divine 


| Spirit, from whom they derive their infalli- 
bility ; and, be aſſured, that your mind will 
never be delivered from its embarraſſments, 
or ceaſe to wander in a labyrinth of ſpecu- 
ation and error, till you ſit down with the 
Bible in your hand, at the feet of CHRIST, 
and with your heart lifted up in humble 
and earneſt ſupplication to his throne, for 
the union of his Holy Spirit to guide you 
into truth. And then, inſtead of all that 
doubt and uncertainty, with which you view 
the affairs of this world or the next; your 
difficulties ſhall be cleared up, your way 
3 R 2 made 
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/ made plain, and your proſpect bright and 


/ Sloriqus, « You ſhall know the truth, 0 
and the truth ſhall make you free.“ Jan | 
vii. 32. | 

2. Fhough there has ever ON and ſtil} N 
continues to be, a prodigious diveiſity of "_ 
opinions about the way of truth, yet do wh 
not infer, that there is no ſuch thing as oy 
truth, or that you are, therefore warranted hp 
to ſuſpend all inquiry concerning it. The In 
very controverſies which have: ſubſiſted be- ER: 
tween its friends and adverſaries, demon- * 
Arate its value: and though philoſophy. 05 
mould fail in ſhewing us what is good; kd 
human reaſon be inſufficient to guide us „due 


into truth; the world diſappoint its vota- | hs © 
Ties in their ſearch after happineſs ; or reli- the . 
gion derive no credit from ſome of its} 


| | In re 

pProfeſſors; yet be aſſured, that truth, hap- balm 
| * ities, not- 

pineſs, and religion are great realities, not-. "a 


withſtanding ; and that it is our privilege agi. 
to inquire aſter them, as tor hidden trea - happy 
ſure, 
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ſure, ahd experimentally to know wherein 
they conſiſt. A ; 


3. Beware of deriving your ſentiments, 
or determining your conduct, reſpecting 


what is good, from the maxims or manners 


of thoſe, whoſe elevation in life makes them 
often an attractive but dangerous example 
to copy after. Do not form your idea of 
bappineſs from the diſſipation of the gay, 
the opulence of the rich, the honors and 
diſtinctions of the great, the ſplendor of 


courts, or the pride of kings. Happineſs 


no more depends on ſtation, rank, or any 
local or adventitious circumſtances, in indi- 
viduals, thin a man's life is connected with 
the colour of his garment. The mind is 
the ſeat of happineſs. And to make it ſo, 
in reality, nothing is neceſſary but the 
balm of goſpel peace, and the ſaving know- 
ledge of the Son of God. Above all, never 
Imagine, that a man living in n can be 
happy, in any ſituation, THERE 1s No PEAcR 
ro Tus wield. © 4. As 
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4. As for thoſe, who know what is 
good by the teaching of Gop's word and 


Spirit; and the earneſt cry of whole hearts 22 
is, Lord lift thou "Pp the light of thy 
cquntenance upon us;” who know, that | 

every good is laid up for them in Jzsvs WM hid 

Cunz1sT, and that ordinances, providences, an 

and even croſſes ſhall work together for an 

their preſent and eternal good; they may la 

ſay with the Pſalmiſt, ** Thou haſt put Ac 
gladneſs in my heart more than in the time 

that their corn and wine encrealed: I will 

both lay me down in peace and ſleep; ſor, | 

thou, Lozv, only makeſt me dwell in ſaſe- _ 

17 3 Hiſto. 

ty.” Halm iv. 7, 8. ns, 

: of wh 

ſoul, 
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is 
nd A SINNER TREMBLING AT THE BaR or TRUTH ; 
arts ob, ST, Paul's Appetss To FELIX, 
thy | | g Ns 
hat Te 


sus Wl hid as he reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, : 


es, and judg ment to come, Felix trembled, and” 
for anjwered, Go thy way for this time; hen. A 
Day have a convenient Jeaſon, I will call for thees 
put W Ads xxiv. 2 Zo 


* foregoing chapter exhibits St. Pavi 
in circumſtances, as perilous and im- 
portant, as any that occur in the eventful 


of which, it is difficult to ſay, whether we 
hould more admire the innocence and mag- 
nanimity of his character amidſt ſurround- 
ing oppoſition, or deteſt that of his adver- 
aries, actuated by a ſpirit of perſecution, 
s unprovoked as it was malignant. Appre- 
bended by an enraged multitude of bigotted 
R 4 Jews, 
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Hiſtory of that great Apoſtle: in a review 
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Jews, and by them thrown into the handz 


of the civil power, we ſee bim arraigned 
before the Roman Governor. As if this 


arraignment were not ane hazardom 


and diſgraceful to the perfon and character 
of the Apoſtle, a certain orator named Ter- 


qullus, was employed | to open the debate 


againſt him. 
In a labored but flaſhy oration, as ful 
of unmerited and fulſome panegyric on 
Felix, as of falſhood and calumny againſ 
Paul, he endeavours to ſharpen the edge o 
accuſation, by repreſenting this venerable 
Fervant of the Lozp Jesus in the odiou 
light of not only. a peſtilent - fellow, 
mover of ſedition, and a ring-leader of the 
ſe& of the Nazarenes;” but allo a profane 
of the temple. ds XXIV. 5, 6. 
© Charges of this nature, more eſpecial 
the laſt, were directly calculated to inflame 
the minds of Jewiſh zealots with prejudice 
and outrage; becaufe they always reſentec 
* | ever 
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even the ſhadow of innovation in their fay 
vorite ceremonies as à matter of greater 
profanation, than the breach of a moral 
precept ;—a Tpecies of inconſiſtency, which, 
while it produced à ſuperſtitious veneration 
for the pompous rites and exterior embel- 


lſhments of their temple, was rendered 


doubly criminal by their negle& ot the 
veightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and the love of Gop.” But this 
is not the firſt inſtance where an attachment 
to form, and an ignorance of the eſſentials 


of religion, blended with that bitter ingre- 


dient bigotry, have combined to the con- 
demnation of the righteous ; and where, an 
attempt to diſſipate the miſts of popular de- 
luſion has been made the ſubje& of malevo- 
lent conſtruction; while he, who has bold- 
neſs enough to undertake the arduous taſk, 
receives, often, no other recompence than 
an application of the moſt degrading epi- 
thets that vulgar ridicule or bigotry driven 
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to deſperation, can invent. But truth and 
innocence are no more really ſullied by the 
blackeſt clouds of calumny, than the ſun is, 
by the temporary vapors that for a moment 
intercept his rays. That glorious lumi- 
nary ſtill continues to ſhine with undimi- 
niſhed brightneſs, notwithſtanding all the 
miſts and tempeſts that have, at inteivals, 
obſcured his orb; while the former ſerve 
only as a foil to ſet off the all- pervading in- 
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fluence of the latter. Thus goſpel truth afte: 
ſhines and derives eventual triumph from Whorſhi 
the attempts that have been made to extin- {Wppeal: 
guiſh or obſcure its luſtre ; and thus, her ct a 
advocates too, often owe their celebrity to Whechn: 
the very inveſtigation that was intended forhuche 
their diſgrace. orin' 

Had St. Paul. ſtudied only to wood ai uleſt 
puted the palm of oratorical pre-eminenceMid the 
with Tertullus, truth and juſtice muſt hare Nuatio 
adjudged the prize to the Chriſtian orator. nd the 
„ the leaſt perſonal retort or theſons, f. 


ſmalleſ 


62319 
ſmalleſt tincture of paſſionate recrimination, 
be Apoſtle, in a ſtyle of the cloſeſt reaſon- 
ng, enters into a conſideration of the three 
ſereral charges brought againſt him by his 
teclamatory opponent, and refutes them all 


and 
the 
n 15, 
nent 
mi- 


imi- Wipon the ſolid ground of facts, the evidence 
the Wh! which could not be diſputed. In this 
vals, Mincomparable apology, which, for the com- 


erve Nals of it, is allowed to be a maſter- piece of 


 in- Mioquence, he boldly acknowledges, that 
ruth | 
rom 
tin- 
her 


y to 
| for 


after the way which they called Hereſy, ſo 
jorſhipped he the Gop of his fathers ;” 
ppeals to the rectitude of his moral con- 
uit as a barrier againſt any invidious im- 
achment of it from his enemies, and as a 
oucher to the ſanctifying influence of thoſe 
_ Wiofrines which he propagated upon the 
diſ- 

ence 
Have 
tor. 
th 
lleſt 


ulleſt conviction of their divine original; 
nd then, concludes with a well-timed in- 
nuation, that the abſence of his accuſers, 
nd the want of evidence in their accuſa- 
ons, ſtrongly implied the malicious ten- 
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dency of the proſecution, and a donſciou 
nels in che breaſts of the prolecutors, of th 
innocence of the party whom they had cauf 


« wh 
ho 
deard 


ed to be unjuſtly arraigned, ed 
The cauſe of truth and innocence, EE 
powerfully pleaded by all the engigin 22-8 
| ; reti 
«Chaz s of eloquence, had ſuch an eftel Kon 
upon the mind of Felix, that he ſuffered n We 
reply; diſmiſſed the aſſembly; and in ord: 3 
to ſoften the rigor of Paul's confinement On; 
commanded him to be kept as a priſoner bt di 
large. Had the Roman Governor obſerv ih 
an uniform reſpect for the Apoſtle's cauf 12 
and character, his 1, would have bet Elvatic 
handed down to poſterity, with thoſe math dent 
of veneration which diſtinguith the patro ll on 
of CuRIST's perſecuted followers, while the I'S 
betrayers and perſecutors are remembeie "OM 
only to their diſgrace and infamy. But, ti jrary 
Juitable temptation which was to unfold til nce: 
real character of Felix, had not yet p'M. 
aferen 


ſented itſelf, till, upon the next hearing | 
n | „ whe 


8 

# when Felix came with his wife Druſilla, 
ho was a Jewels, he ſent for Paul, and” 
ard him concerning the faith of CnRIST. 
Ind as he reaſoned of righteoulnels, tem- 
jerance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled,” &c. A moſt memorable and in- 
ereſting paſſage of ſacred hiſtory ! as well 
culated to diſplay that intrepid ſpirit, 
nd pointed addreſs which ought to charac- 
erize the miniſtrations of the Embaſſadors 
ff CHRIST, as to ſhew, in the ſtrongeſt light, 
hat dreadful treachery of the human heart, 
ich prompts ſinners to elude the Goſ pel 
neſſage, and to trifle with their ſouls, their 
ſlvation, and their God, even in the views 
f death and judgment. To prove this, it 
ill only be neceſſary to conſider, Fir, The 
endency of St. Paul's addreſs to the Roman 
overnor : Secondly, The nature of the tem- 
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orary impreſſion it made upon his conſci- 
ce: and T hirdly, Deduce ſome practical 
hferences from the whole. 
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5 I. I am to conſider the tendency of 
Paul's Addreſs to the Roman Governor, 


into t 
he ral 


When the text ſays, that he reaſoned i It 
righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment i jud 
come, we are not to infer, that his reaſon ar 0 
ing was confined to theſe points only, I incer! 
that caſe his addreſs would have been er” 
tremely defective, and inconſiſtent eithe He, 
with the tenor of the apoſtolical commiliioi preach 
or with the Apoſtle's own avowed determi 4 
nation to make the divine perſon and mei a 

torious ſufferings of the RxDoRERMER the lead 4 7 
ing and central topic of his miniſtration op | 
Mars xvi. 15. 1 Cor. i. 23. It would de 5 
rogate from the ſanctity and uniformity o b 
his character, to ſuppoſe, that that“ cho 4 
ſen veſſel,” whom diſtinguiſhing grace ha P 5 
transformed from a perſecutor and bla 10 
phemer into a believer and an apoſtle Is 
would omit to recommend the ſalyation 0 we 

efore 
him, of whom he teſtifieth, that he can vrea 


int 
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Wo the world to ſave ſinners, among whom 
je ranked himſelf as the chief. 1 Tim. i. 13. 
It is a ſafe rule, when hiſtory is ſilent, 
to judge of a man's conduct upon a particu- 


kr occaſion, where ſimplicity and godly 
incerity are the governing principles of his 
heart, by his habitual practice in general. 
He, who upon his converſion ** ſtraightway 
reached CuRIST in the ſynagogues,” Acts ix. 
20; who in the city of Antioch publiſhed 
forgiveneſs of fins” in the name of Jzsvs ; 
Its xiii, 28. he, who in bis famous apo- 
ogy before King Agrippa, repreſented the 
death and reſurre&ion of CurisT, and the 
completion of the promiſes in him, with 
powers of argument and eloquence ſo forci- 
ble, that he almoſt perſuaded that Prince 
b be a Chriſtian; Ads xxvi. 33. he, who 
n thoſe renowned ſeats of learning, the 
aties of Athens and Corinth, durſt, even 
efore their moſt celebrated philoſophers, 

"preach Curisr Crucified,” though the 
| ſubject, 
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ſübjec, by theſe pompous ſons of ſcience, 
was deemeed ** fooliſhneſs.” 1 Cor. i. 23.— 
I fay that wiſe and faithful Apoſtle, why 
upon other occaſions fo ſtudioully exalted 
his divine Maſter, would not upon the pre. 
ſent, forget to pay his wonted tribute © 


text 


Pau 


teoL 
Cus 


of re 


reſpect to him, in an addreſs, the deſign o a 
which was, to fave an abandoned finner _ 
from the dominion of his laſts. St. Paul's uine 
own feelings, his own experience, 2 ſenſe medi 
of the everlaſting obligation under whichW*'vr 
the grace of Cuxisr had laid him, would ere 
naturally guide his diſcourſe upon ſo in had b 
tereſting an occaſion. { had 1 
Beſides, it may be preſumed that the nd e! 
Apoſtle found himſelf as it were invited i kled 
the ſubje& by the inquiries of Felix, « whi bal 
heard him concerning the faith in CHRisr, mtert; 
and wiſhed to have his curioſity gratified offffeuls c 
that head, as the diſcuſſion of it was ſo nQRÞcculiz 
ceffarily connected with a vindication of f the | 
n doctrine and character. The conene th: 


ö 128 vo 
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nce, Wl text poſitively ſays, that the Governor heard 
* paul concerning the faith in Cuxisr. Righ- 
= "Wl tcoulneſs and temperance are not the faith in 
Wl Cneisr, though they are practical branches 
* of religion included in it. Faith, here, as 
in Gal. i. 23, is put for its object, the whole 
i revelation of Gon, and eſpecially thoſe doc- 
"nm tines that relate to the divine perſon, the. 
Fad mediatorial character, the life, death, and. 
vhick MI ffurreftion of Cnaisr. How could Paul, 
foul therefore, have given the ſatisfaction that 
o in had been indiretly demanded of him, if he 
Nad not enlarged on the nature, grounds, 
- tha nd evidence, of that faith which he pro- 
ted (lcd in the Son of Gov, for his on per- 
« WA bnal ſalvation? Or, how could he have 
e137 Mentertained # hope of doing good to the 
ied of©euls of his hearers, had he with-held thoſe 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel which are 


«the power of Gor to falvation to every 
me that believeth ?” Rom. i. 16. 
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It is natural to conclude, that after the 


Apoſtle had ſtated the moral obligation un- «ih 
der which all mankind are of obedience to iy R 
the law of Gop ; the guilt and wrath in- 7 
curred by a breach of it; and the final | 48 
account to be given in the great day of . 
retribution ; he would urge thele alarming wy 
truths in order to excite proportionable 
views of the humiliating condition of fallen * * 
man, and the neceſſity of an atonement to 18 
expiate his guilt, Whether the {ſinners =D 
eomplection reſemble that of the learned a 
Greek, the barbarous Gentile, or the ſell. ſpur 
righteous Jew, the Goſpel is to be preached who 
to every creature,” Mark xvi, 13. Cans q 5 
erucified, as the only name under heaven = 
given among men whereby we can be ſaved, 2285 
is to be held forth in the riches of h di 
grace and the glory of his righteouſneſs bent 
the ſinners only refuge. Acts iv. 12. 1 Cor Wove 
1. 23. A truth this, which conſtitutes tag 1 
very eſſence of the goſpel: and, not to give Is 
"IK 5 ary I ouſne 
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de BY place of pre- eminence in the religious 
=. ſyſtems we inculcate, is as abſurd, as if a 
=» philoſopher ſhould declaim on the nature 
n: and properties of light, and never once ad- 
nal WF cert to the exiſtence of that luminary front 
q o anence it iſſues; or as if a phyſician ſhould 
oo inſult a patient in his dying moments with. 
* a florid lecture on the bleſſings of health, 
N Rl and the advantages of a ſound conſtitution. 
0 Akind of inſult, to which the cauſe of 
"AY religion is perpetually ſubjet, from the 
{ſelf ſpurious theology of ſuperficial declaimers, 
che who ſeem to conſider the faith of CHAISH 
_ an antiquated topic, adapted only to the 
. fate of Primitive Chriſtians, but not re- 
—_ fined enough for modern Rationaliſts, the 


zf hi: leading feature in whole wretched ſenti- 


eſs a 


WH above that which is written.“ 
1 Gor 


tive in its tendency ot the fruits of righte« 
ouſneſs, is abominably licentious. To in- 
8 2 _ vulcate, 


ments is an affectation of being 66 wiſe 


To preach a doctrinal ſyſtem unproduc- 
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enlcate moral duties, ſeparately fram faith 


in Cag1sT, from which alone they can de- 
rive any real excellency in the ſight of Goo, 
Heb. xi. 6, is Heatheniſm unmaiked : and 


to obſerve a medium between theſe | two | 
dreadful extremes of error, is the path of 
truth and ſafety. If Felix had any falſe 


hope reſpecting the firſt point, from an ap- 


preheuſion that Chriſtianity tended to ſuper- 


ſede or to relax the obſervance of Jultice 
and temperance ;- it was wiſe in the Apoſtle, 


after he had inculcated the important anti 


cle of faith in the Mess1an's rightevuſnels, 
to, undeceive him an that head; and by 
thus guarding. the foundation and ſuper- 


ſtructure of Chriſtianity, to let him ſee that 


the preſumptuaus hopes of a libertine and 


an unbelieving moraliſt,. axe equally. il 


founded and dan gerous. 


That part of the Apaſtle's addreſs which 


may with great propriety be ſtyled the ar- 
gumentum ad hominem, or application of his 


ſermon, 
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ſermon, cannot be too much admired, both 
for the ſuitablenels of it to the character atid 
circumſtances of his audierice, and the bold- 
neſs with which this illuſtrious priſoner muſt 
have uttered it, though ſtanding before the 
tribunal of a man who might have ſentenc- 
ed him to death. But the dread of being 
condemned at a Higher tribunal, had he 
concealed the truth, or flattered the Gover- 
nor in his ſins, determined the Apoſtle OR 
that faithful line of conduct which all com- 
mend, though very few in dealing with im- 


mortal ſouls think it worthy their imitation. 
Au outline of Felix's hiſtory will tend to 
place this matter in a ſtriking light, 


In the character of a Governor, he was 
10 oppreſſi ive, that Tacitus ſays, he exerciſed 
the authority committed to him with all 
manner of cruelty and lewdneſs, * And, 
3 for Drujilla, with whom he cohabited, 

8 . ;- 


= Per Omnem favitien et Iibidinem j Jus regium fere 


lt ingenio exercuits Tacit, Hiſt, I. 5. p. 169. 
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ſhe was the lawful wife of Azizus, king of the 
Emeſenians, whom ſhe was prevailed upon to 
- abandon, through the agency of one Simon, 
who was a wicked Jew, and profeſſed himſelf 
2 Magician. Such was the agent whom 
Felix employed to bring about this adulte. 


rous connection. And, what aggravated the 


conduct of Drujilla in accepting the diſho- 


norable propofal of Felix, was, that beſides 


Having renounced her religion, ſhe deſerted 
Azizus, though he had but a little before 
ſubmitted to circumciſion, and embraced Ju- 
daiſm, as the condition of the nuptials 


No wonder, that, as Joſephus ſays, who re- 


lates all the particulars of this infamous 
tranſaction, that this unhappy woman, to» 


| _ gether with her ſon, who was the fruit of 
| — this illicit union, ſhould have been con- 
ſumed in the eruption of Mount Veſuyius, 
So true is that awful declaration, and ſo fre- 
quently is it verified in this world as wel 
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1 the next, that WHOREMONGERS and 
wol rexkRSs Gor WILL JUDGE.” 

How pertinent was Paul's reaſoning !—- 
How pointedly applicable to the ſtate of 
Felix! 1, He reaſoned of Rizhteouſneſs ; that | 
great law of juſtice, which weighs actions in 
an even balance; adjudges to vice and vip> 
tue their reſpective and proportioned recom- 
pence; inclines a man to do to others as he 
vould wiſh to be treated himſelf; conſiders 
the pleas of innocence and the cauſe of 
truth abſtractedly from the adventitious cir- 
cumſtances of birth, or obſcurity, of penu- 
ry, or opulence; which with a noble in- 
flexibility in giving judgment, is neither 
aved by terror, warped by bribes, nor pre- 
cipitated by paſſion; which ſnpports' the 
throne of wiſely- eſtabliſhed government, 
amps ſolemnity and reverence on the im- 
partial Judge's tribunal, makes the civil 
magiſtrate a terror to evil doers, and a praiſe 
to them that do well; is the glory of 


S 4 princes, 
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princes, the baſs of law, and when admi. 
niſtered with wiſe, aſſid uous, and indiſcii. 
minate application, is the ſafe guardian of 
all the valuable rights of humanity, : 
Such is juſtice, 
tive purity, we muſt look off from this 
earth, where ſcenes of perfidy, ſelf-intereſt, 
arbitrary power, and inhumanity, extinguiſh 
or corrupt her influence, —Terras Aſirea re- 
li tquit—and extend our views from the imper- 
fect tranſcript below, to the divine original 
copied lo fairly out in the diſpenſations of 
the great Governor of the Univerſe; who 
though © clouds and darkneſs” envelope his 


throne, makes ** juſtice and judgment the 


habitation of his ſeat.” 


2. He reaſoned of T emporance. Eynour 
Tele, ſigniſieth the curbing of appetite, 


by the exertion of main force, and is op- 


poſed to every kind of licentious and in- 
temperate g oratification ; checking concupiſ- 
cence at the very root of corruption, and 

: placing 
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placing a guard over every ſenſe and avenue 
of temptation. Temperance is one of the 
Chriſtian graces, derives its powers of exer- 


tion from the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
Cal. v. 23. 2 Pet. i. 6. and conſtitutes that 
eſeutial difference which ſubſiſts between 
thoſe who * live after the fleſh,” and give 
the reins to appetite in any form, and thoſe 
who „ keep the body under and bring it 
into ſubjection, and have crucified the fleſh 
vith the affections and luſts.” 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
bal, v. 24. Temperance ounds the deſires 
of the heart, ** makes a covenant with the 
eyes * Job. xxxi. 1.— is not captivated by 
the ſparkling goblet or the ſumptuous 
board, ſo as to tranigreſs the bounds of 
moderation, or indulge nature to excels ; 
while intemperance, by placing paſſion on 


the throne, and reaſon under her feet, wal- 


lors in brutal gratifications, debaſes à ra- 
tional below the beaſts that periſh, and, 
mere it ſought for B at laſt finds 

ſatiety, | 
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katiety, diſeaſe, and death. Excluſive of the 


high authority that enforces temperance in 


the precepts of the divine law, it comes re- 
commended by a long train of bleſliagy, 


which always attend it, ſuch as health, 


tranquillity, and vigor of mind. Whereas 
the melancholy portion of thoſe, who, for 
a moment's lawleſs gratification, ſacrifice 


conſcience, virtue, and religion, is, a blaſt- | 
ed reputation, loſs of health, ſtings of con | 


ſcience, premature old age, and, without 
a eternal death. 


3. A © JurG6MENT ro COME,” was the 


laſt ſolemn ſubject with which St. Paul 


cloſed his faithful addreſs. And whit 


more proper to give weight to his antece- 


dent reaſoning ! as well as to lead forward 
the ideas of his audience to that tremendous 


day, when virtue long oppreſſed ſhall meet 
the recompence denied it on carth, and when 
proſperous and triumphant villainy ſhall re- 


ceive its doom from the hands of retributive 
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Juſtice! Awful period ! when, at the ſound 
of the laſt trumpet, and the voice of the 
archangel, „the Logo Jzsvs ſhall be re- 
vealed in flaming fire to take vengeance on 
them that know not Gon, and obey not 
the goſpel,” ——2 Theſ. i. 7, 8. and 
when all nations ſhall be ſummoned to the 
tnbunal of the Judge to receive a ſentence, 
that ſhall fix their ſtate for eternity. 
Without preſuming to offer any adequate 
repreſentation of the Apoſtle's ſtyle, man- 
ner, or ſentiment, permit me, however, to 
throw the ſeveral heads of his addreſs into 
that form in which, probably, it was deli- 
rered; and to ſuppoſe him to have ſaid, 
«I ſtand here, moſt noble Felix, in the 
character of a priſoner, arraigned for crimes, 
of which I am innocent, and calumniated 
for adherence to a cauſe, in which I glory, 
ind which is far dearer to me than my life. 
| revere your office, as in itſelf auguſt and- 
lletul, and would wiſh to pay all proper 
deference 


deference to the repreſentative of Ceſar, 
But, ſtanding at the ſame time, as in the 


embla 
ue in 
preſence of Him, with whom is no relipetM..; ol 


of perſons, and unawed by the frowns off ratio 


any mortal, when the calls of Providence, the concil, 


nature of my Ace, and the intereſts of b for 


mo h 
mole 


truth, oblige me to * declare the whole counſel 
of Gor ; I am bold to ſay, that to do jujly 


and to love mercy are indiſpenſable require. 


ments in the laws of heav en, and the ſhining 44s 
cCharacteriſtics of an upright judge; while, ple 
to tranſgreſs thoſe laws, which are of un- the 
changeable obligation, is to violate the die er to 


tates of humanity, to abuſe power to pur 
poſes of tyranny and oppreſſion, to infringe 
fume of the deaieſt rights of mankind, 
and to inſult that divine M-3jeſty, by whon 
kings reign and princes decree juſſice, You ar 
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appointed, Sir, in your civil capacity, to 
ſuperintend the affairs of this province. 
But, as in the ſight of Gor, mere office in 
the higheſt ſtyle of delegation, and nobility 
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for. M,nblazoned with the ' moſt brilliant titles, 
theMW.;c in themſelves of no eſtimation, I need 
et not obſerve how eſſential a virtuous admini- 
 ofMiration is, to dignify goverament, and to- 
theWMonciliate the bleſſings of heaven: whereas, 


te ſcarcely deſerves the name of a Governor 
mo has not learned to govern himſelf, and 
hole lawleſs paſſions lead him captive at 
their will, Adultery, fornication,, and every 
brbidden pleaſure, diſgrace office, make ex- 
mple dreadfully pernicious to the morals 
f the governed, and juſtly expoſe the ſin- 
ter to the wrath of Gop; from which no- 
ling can poſſibly deliver, but an intereſt 
the Logp Jesus, evidenced by a reve 
ace for thoſe truths and a ſtrict regard 
thoſe laws which I have this day vindi- 
ited, But, ſhould his grace be deſpiſeÞ 
id his authority finally diſregarded, I muſt 
l thee, that He, who now ſuſtains the 
tarater of a SAVIOUR, will one day aſſume- 
e office of a Judge; that, from his judg- 

ment 


6270 ) 

ment there will lie no appeal; and that 
kings, governors, judges, magiſtrates, muſt 
appear beſore his tribunal ; and thou, Felix, 


among the reſt, to give an account for all 


the deeds done in the body." 
Proceed we now to conſider, 


II. The nature of the impreſſion, which 


this alarming addreſs made upon the con- 


ſcience of the man to whom it was directed. 


% FELIX TREMBLED.” The Apoſtle's rea- 
ſoning was ſo cogent, and the portrait ht 


drew of an iniquitous and licentious Gover- 


nor ſo exactly correſponded with the origin 
before him, that Felix could not help ſhud 
dering at the repreſentation of his own 
moral deformity ; while conſcience, that faith 


ful monitor within, made the application 


and told him, that the mirror in which Pau 
ſhewed him the features of an abandonec 
heart, was as juſt as it was pointed. Hi 
fins were brought to his remembrance, Hi 
guilt ſtared him in the face; ſo that be 
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trembled for fear of judgment. Neither the 
fattering harrangue of Tertullus before, nor 
the preſence of his Drufilla now, nor the 
ir, contcious dignity of his office as Czſar's 
Viceroy, could ſhield him from that convic- 
ton, which, like a flaſh of lightning, darted 
the evidence of truth, with an irreſiſtible 
ich force, on his mind. In this moment of 
on-W:larming impreſſion, the ſword of the Spi- 
it cut through all the deceit and obduracy, 


nhich, at other times, caſe, as with Ada- 
nant, the hearts of the wicked. It operated 
like the vindictive hand-writing upon the 
mall of Belſhazzar's Banqueting Room, when 
that profane Prince, though in the midſt of 
1 convivial aſſembly of his Lords and Con- 
cubines, trembled to ſuch a degree, that 
* his countenance was changed and his 
houghts troubled him ſo that the joints of 
bis loins were looſed, and his knees ſmote 
one againſt another.” Dan. v. 6. And what 
makes the inſtance before us ſo remarkable 


e * 


IS, 
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is, that the inward perturbation of Felix 


gon 

conſcience became ſo viſible, that his cou- ed al 
rage and command of countenance appa- And 
rently forſook him; and te, at whole tribu- I this 
nal others had been accuſtomed to tremble, theſe 
now fat a trembling ſpecticle of conſcious mate: 
guilt, pillid and confuſed at the ſight 'of a MI impre 
priſoner, armed with no other weapon than temp 
the voice of honeſt truth. when 
But the voice of truth and the voice of jon 
Gov are one, whether they ſpeak by the ſuch 
mouth of an apoſtle, or that of an angel; when 
by the ſound of the goſpel, or the voice of ear 
thunder. And when he ſpeaks, let all the bete! 


earth keep ſilence before him. My fleh bled, 
trembleth for fear of thee, (lays David ) and would 
I am afraid of thy judgments.” Pla. cxits Jrnov. 
cxx. When I heard, my belly trembled, him a 
(ſays Habbakkuk,) and I trembled in myſelt 
that I might reſt in the day ot trouble.“ 
Hab. iii. 16. Even Moſes at the Burning 


Buſh, and on Mount Sinai, though in free 
cenverlc 


liffere 
crimin⸗ 
The o 
tion; 


Vol 


lix\ 


ou- 
ing 
[bus 
ble, 
lus | 
of 2 


han 


e of 
the 
gel; 
e of 
the 
lech 


and 


xix. 


led, 
ſelf 
le. 
ning 


free 


» 


'exle 


( 273) 
donverſe with Jenovan, © exceedingly fear- 
ed and quaked.“ Adds vii. 32. Heb. xii. 21. 
And Daniel ſays, when he had ſpoken 
this I ſtood trembling.” Dan. x, 10. It 
theſe venerable ſervants and favored inti- 
mates of the moſt iigh Goo could feel ſuch 
impreſſions of reverential awe, when con- 
templating his Majeſty and Holinefs, or 
when viewing his judgments in prophetic 
viſion of awful realization, no wonder that 
ſuch a character as Felix ſhould tremble 
rhen Gop's dread tribunal was brought 
near to his view, and he was led to antici- 
pate his own arraignment. Had he trem- 
bled, like thoſe men of God, the effects 
vould have been ſimilar. To tremble at 
jnovaH as 2 vindictive Judge, and to fear 
him as a reconciled Father, are eſſentially 
different. The former is the character of a 
Criminal, the latter, the privilege of a Son. 


The one is the fruit of the Spirit of adop- 


tion; Rom. viii, 15. the other, the effect 
Nee, — of 


B 
of natural conſcience, admitting the fact of the 


fin, accuſing for the commiſſion of it, but TOP 
unacquainted with the remedy. Rom. ii. 15, 1 
The wicked tremble and flee from Gob. h. 
The awakened ſinner returns to the Lonp, th 
and aſks © What muſt 1 do to be ſaved?” = 
gair 


Ad, xvi. 29. The former, like the ſlave, 
are obedient, only under the dread or the 
infliction of chaſtiſement 7 and fear, nat the 
nature of fin, but its puniſhment, But. they 
whoſe fears are accompanied with humi-| 
liation and contrition of heart, lſauk, 


and | 
again 
by pi 
out 1 
Pil. 


Ixvi. 2. throw themſelves, like Magdalen, Te 
at the feet of CauzIsT; love much, becauſe n 
they have much forgiven; and in the glaG| * | 
of thoſe ſufferings, by which their fin lll” * 
expiated, they ſee its deep malignity, anc flat i; 
flee from it, as from the face of a ſerpent; here 
and aſk, in the language of grateful and Ie 
filial obedience, 8 Lord, What wilt thou V * 
Þave me to dos“ Ads ix. 6. Faith derive Ka 
virtue from the promiſes of pardon through "ip 


the 


1 
the blood of the RD EUER to waſh the 
conſcience from the guilt of fin: Epheſ, i. 7. 


righteouſneſs . 


zcainſt the enſnaring baits of ſenſe and fin: 
and thus the ſoul makes a ſucceſsful ſtand 
zgainſt its enemies, and, actuated neither 
by preſumptuous nor ſervile motives, ** works 
out its ſalvation with fear and . 

. ü. 

Terror excited in the conſcience, and 
alarming impreſſions made on the paſſions, 
may precede and accompany conviction of 
in, but are no eſſential marks of it ; becauſe 
that is in ten thouſand inſtances very deep 
where no particular terrots take place; 
whereas it is well known that theſe may ope- 
nte very powerfully, without any ſight of 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, Rom. vii. 13, 
ind without any permanent principle of obedi- 
ence, The criminal trembles at the bght 


Love allures the heart into the paths of 
and Fear plants a centinel- 
it the door of the affections to guard them 
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of the fatal tree on which he is to ſuffer Ml of 1 
the puniſhment due to his crime, without I his 
one ſpark of genuine hatred of the evil that I its | 
dooms him to that ignominious end. For, influ 
let the cauſe be removed, and the effeds MW Syre 
will ceaſe. The heart will return to its full « 
former obduracy, and the finner only la- . - 
menting the inconvenience or the danger . 
: 3 ee Q 
into which his ſin may have brought Him, i 
but not the fin itſelf, as in the cafe of 
ere 
Pharaoh,. will ſoon return to his former re- 
1 * 5 the a 
| bellion, and ſtand a ſtriking example of the 11 
following truth ; that “ becauſe ſentence 
- . . 8 daugb 
againſt an evil act is not ſpeedily executed, = 
x: CRORE \. Wefire: 
therefore the hearts of the children of men For. f 
1 LEES > ( ä O . 9 
are fully ſet in them to do evil.“ Eccles. ou 
viii. 11. 
Of „„ ray. I tlie th 
But, a melancholy example of this nature thy 0 
is before our eyes, in the condu of Felix, 
enier 


He trembled, yet loved ſin, and returned 
| Alas ! 


to the practice of it, as ſoon as he loſt 1 corre(] 
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of Paul, and heard no more the ſound of 
his voice; which loſt all its charms and all 
its power with Felix, through the ſuperior ; 
influence of the adulterous and enchanting 
Syren that ſat by his ſide. His eye was 
full of adultery,” (orytnudeg an adultereſs ; as 
if no other object were ſeated in the hearts 
of the licencious, and no other, preſent to the 
eye of the imagination); 2 Pet. ii. 14. and 
his heart full of covetouſneſs; and two 
more dreadful Idols cannot tyrannize over 
the affections or enſlave the paſſions, than 
luſt and avarice; which, like the ** two 
daughters of the Horſe-Leech, are in their 
delires, inſatiable as the grave. Prou. xxx. 15. 
Yet ſo unwilling was Felix to be delivered 
from their tyranny, that he gave the Apoſ- 
tle the moſt abrupt diſmiſſion, ſaying, ** Go 
thy way for this time, when I have a con- 
venient ſeaſon, I will ſend for thee.” - But 
Alas! that ſeaſon never arrived in a ſenſe 
correſpondent with the wiſhes of Paul, ar 

1 3 Conſiſtent 
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Conſiſtent with the feelings of a man trem. : vi 
bling under a ſenſe of guilt, and ſolicitou; Ml gat! 
about his everlaſting ſalvation. For, though ¶ left 
he ſent for the Apoſtle afterwards, from à MI vinc 
Hope that his friends would advance a conſi- 


derable ſum for his releaſe ; yet he enquired 
no more concerning the faith in Cuzis7,” 
and he trembled no more, his conſcience re. 
turning to a deeper ſtupifaction, and the 


ſinner to a deeper guilt—the uſual conſe- had 
quence of ſlighting the goſpel and ſtifling] ther 
conviction, after the terrors of a temporary ¶ ⁊cco 
impreſſion; He returned to his Drufile, Gop 
and threw away his honor and his ſalvation] 4b: 
in the arms of a baſe woman, the very nameM mida 
and fight of whom he would have cauſe to by e 
execrate to all eternity. To fill up the mel U 
ſure of his iniquity, he ſuperadded another the x 
aggravated inſtance of injuſtice to all hig tice! 
former crimes. Conſcious that his oppreſ neſs 
. five adminiſtration had furniſhed the Jen whic! 
with matter of accuſation againſt him; with the : 


« view 


4 


( 7 

1 view to diſperſe the ſtorm which he ſaw* 
gathering, “to ſhew the Jews a pleaſure he 
left Paul a priſoner,” though he was con- 
vinced of his innocence, and could not but 
zdmire a character adorned with ſo many 
excellencies. But even here he was in ſome 
meaſure diſappointed. For, notwithſtanding 
this bale compliance, the Jews followed him 
with their accuſations even to Rome; and, 
had it not been for the intereſt of his bro- 
ther Pallas with the Emperor, would have 
accompliſhed his ruin. So, frequently does 
Goo blaſt the ſchemes of the arbitrary and 
zmbitious, and make thoſe their moſt for- 
midable enemies, whoſe friendſhip they. ſeek 
by eſpouſing the cauſe of tyranny and fin, 

_ Unhappy Felix] to conſult the favor of 
the world, at the expence of truth and juſ- 
tice! and to throw away in guilty ſupine- 
neſs and unbelief the golden opportunity 
which Providence afforded him of hearing 
the truth, from the mouth of the chief 
*4 . 7 af 
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\ 


for a thouſand worlds, when he and the 


Apoſtle meet at the judgment ſeat of | 


CHRIST 7 


What remains now but that 1 endeavour | 


to enforce the whole by making 

III. Some practical remark? 
And in the fr{ place, would time permit, 

we might here take a contraſted view of a 


wile and virtuous adminiſtration, as oppoled | 
to the tyrannical and unrighteous govern- 


ment of Felix; and point out the diver- 
ſified miferies or bleſſings that reſpectively 


ſpring from them. But this is a beaten | 


topic; and I {hall therefore diſmiſs it with 
only obſerving, that the example of Felix 
proves that places of important truſt are 
ſafe only in the hands of thoſe who are yo- 
verned by religious principles; and that 
men of abandoned morals and libertine ſen- 
timents ſhould have no. concern in the 


government of a great empire; ſince it is 
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not probable, that a rebel againſt his Maker 
will be true to his prince or his fellow- ſub- 
jects, any longer than the adminiſtration of 
power, and the emoluments of office are 
connected, and thereby comport with the 
narrow views of vicious ſelf-intereſt, Only 
ſeparate theſe, and a ſenatarial 7. ertullus 
vill ſoon throw off the maſk, and leave the 
cauſe of truth and juſtice to be pleaded by 
thoſe who prefer virtue to gold, and the 
good of the community to perſonal con- 
ſequence, and the intereſt of a party, _. 

2. How little is worldly. greatneſs to be 
eſtimated by the gaudy trappings or Exr 
terior decorations of titled or official dig- 


nity! Rather how contemptible do they 


appear, when they cover nothing, as in the 
cale of Felix, but ſordid guilt; and leave 
the man of power the abje& ſlave of pu- 
illanimous deje&ion! That heroiſm, which 
vice and infidelity inſpire, may give a de- 
gree af falſe courage, during the ſunſhine 


of 
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of proſperity, or the inebriating hours of 
ſenſual gratification. But when the infidel 
hero is about to quit the ſtage, when death 
draws nigh, and conſcience erects her tri. 
bunal within, the ſcoffer becomes ſerious 
and even the infidel believes and tremble, 
3. In St. Paul's addreſs to Felix, we ſer 
the conduct of a faithful goſpel miniſter 
eminently illuſtrated, Tertullus flattered his 
greatneſs, and diſcanted upon his © worthy 
deeds.” But Paul durſt not ſmoothe his 
tongue and give compliments at the ex- 
pence of truth. For though Felix may 
have done a few political acts of compa- 
rative utility; yet what were theſe when 
oppoſed to ſins of the greateſt magnitude, 
and unadorned by virtues of the higheſt 
moment in the fight of Gop! It was an 
inſtance of laudable boldneſs in Paul, that 
he durſt undeceive the governor on this 
Head, though his life and liberty. were at 

his diſpoſal, — Excellent model of miniſterial 
_ 4 faith» 
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faithfulneſs. But, Alas! Paul's temper is 
little exemplified, where his doctrines are 
held in diſrepute. Cowardice and adula- 
tion are the inſeparable conſequences of 
deſerting the truths of the goſpel, and of 
declining in the experience of their power. 
But when both are united in the miniſterial 
character, its language then reſembles that 
of an excellent author on this ſubject,.— 
«Let the haughtieſt ſinners know, even 
upon their tribunals and upon their thrones, 
that the univerſal Judge and the univerſal 
King will ere long call them to his bar: 
and if they are conſcinus of allowed diſ- 
obedience and rebellion againſt that ſu- 
preme Lord of all, let them, like Felix, 
tremble.” : 
4. See the danger of ſtifling conviction. 
No ſooner is the ſeed of the word ſown, 
than ſatan exerts every ſtratagem to prevent 
its efficacy, and if poſſible, to blaſt the 
ning harveſt in the very blade. This he 
ſtrives 


TT ri 

ſtrives to effe& either by confirming the 
underſtanding in its natural blindneſs, 2 Cor, 
iv. 4, by railing prejudices in the heart 
zgainſt the truths of the goſpel; by hold. 
ing up the world in ſome ſplendid and 
alluring form as a ſnare for the affections; 
or by tempting you to impute any tem- 
porary unealineſs, not to its true cauſe, 
the heart- ſearching influence of truth and 
the powers of conſcience, but to the fault 
of the preacher. Here the pernicious max: 
ims of the world will come in to ſtrengthen 
the ſuppoſition; and error, under the ſpe- 
cious ſanction of gge, or opulence, or numbers, 
will appear with a ſtrength of recommen- 
| dation, that you will not be able to reſiſt, | 
unleſs you are determined to abide by the 
Contents of your bible, rather than the opi- 
nions of men. Company, amuſements, and 
the whole circle of diſſipating pleaſure will 
be urged as the beſt antidotes againſt fe: 
rious impreſſions, and the beſt cure for 
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them where they have taken place. And 
it muſt be acknowledged that in ſome in- 
ſtances they have operated too effectually. 
But they have produced conſequences too, 
of the moſt fatal kind. A ſeared con- 
ſcience, ſinful conformity to the world, 
lukewarmneſs in profeſſion, an enmity a- 
gainſt all vital religion, and not ſeldom 
profanenels itſelf, have been the melan- 
choly effects of taking the world's remedy 
for preventing or excluding conviction.— 
Many a wretched Demas ſtands at this in- 
ſant a monument of its ſoul-deſtroying 
efficacy, See then thoſe rocks where others 
hive ſuffered ſhipwreck, and tremble. 
Take care leſt your impreſſions ſhould wear 
off, or your wounds be ſlightly healed. — 
Nothing but the knowledge of Cusisr can 
make you happy. And though the attain- 
nent of that bleſſing ſhould be preceded 
by even fear and trembling, by anxiety and 
borrow ; yet is it not better to weep now, 

than 
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than by joining in the world's unhallowed 
levity, to mourn for ever? 
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5. O conſider, how infinitely dangerous 
and deplorable the caſe of that ſinner is, 
who after having abuſed the light of truth, 
ſinks into ſupineneſs and obduracy, and 
becomes ** twice dead, plucked up by the 


roots.” Jude 12. Druſilla was a melancholy} 


inſtance of this nature. Notwithſtanding all of th 
the ſuperior advantages ſhe derived from herM & 
education in the Jewiſh religion; yet while“ the 
Felix trembled, ſhe ſat unmoved ; though one 6. 
would have ſuppoſed that the delicacy 0 tion 
future 


her ſex would have rendered her more im- 
preſſible than a man long practiſed in ads of life 
of cruelty, and converſant only in the rites Por 


of Heatheniſm; and that a ſenſe of the time c 
Paul | 


lempe 
tnegles 
ed, ] 
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adulterous connection in which ſhe lived, 
would have filled her with remorſe and 
" ſhame. But ſhe eluded the force of truth, 
probably, by a falſe dependence on her re- 
Ktion to Abrakam; or having formerly bee 

1 accuſ- 


. 
accuſtomed to hear much about religion, 
the topic was to her trite and unimportant. 
0 how ſhould it awaken the fears of the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity among both ſexes! 


Jeſt through falſe dependences, and a fre- 


quent hearing both of law and goſpel, they 
ſhould at laſt become judicially hardened 
againſt the charms of the one and the terrors 
of the other, and never tremble, till they 
are called to lift up their hands, trembling, 
it the bar of Goo, 

6. Beware of poſtponing the cond * 
tion of theſe important realities to ſome 
future, much more to ſome diſtant period 
of life. Felix talked about his convenient 
opportunity,” but never fixed one, The 
time of his vifitation was the day on which 


Paul reaſoned before him of righteouſneſs, 


temperance, and judgment to come. He 
neglected that ſeaſon ; and it never return- 
ed, If, before we commence the diſciples 
Cnxisr, we firſt © confer with fleſh and 
os blood,” 
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blood,” Gal. i. 16. and conſult convenienes; 
alas! there is not a fingle ſituation or ſtage 
of life, from which the deceitfulneſs of the 


human heart will not draw ten thouſand 


ſpecious pleas for ſinful xprocraſtination, 
The young will plead for maturer years, 
as the convenient ſeaſon. The man of bu- 
ſinefs puts it off, till he acquires a fortune; 


The embarraſſed, till their affairs are arrang -; 


ed; The unſettled; till they become fixed 
in ſome line of independency of-the: world; 
The poor, till their families are grown up; 
The rich, till their ambition and pleaſures 
are gratified, and natures worne down tb 
the very dregs of life; The ſick, till they: 
are recovered ;- and men in health, flattet 
themſelves with the hope of a death - bed 
repentance. And the aged, long accuſtoms 
ed to the track of procraſtination, will drean 
on, under the deluſive hope, that, through 
every day in ſucceſſive rotation, left them 
cheated and irreſolute; till the laſt day ar 
5 rives 
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res, and the expeRted | but fatal to-rtibriouf* 
fever comes. 

While deluded finners are thus putting 
off the great affiir to ſome convenient ſea- 
ſon, Lo! the X. ng of terrors arrives! who 
ever aſks whether it be convenient for 
hem to obey his ſummons. It is no doubt 
rery indbnvenient for many to die amidſt 
infiniſhed plans of worldly happineſs ; and 
it is a ſtill more tlemeridous inconvenience | 
w be called away with unrenewed hearts, 
ind unpardoned tranſgreſſion, to the tri- 
bunal of heaven. Yet is not this the fate 
r thouſands, ſurprized every day, in the 
tidſt of ſecurity, and ſuddenly puſhed off 
the ſtage of life? Reflect how abſurd it 
would be for any man fo ſay, It was not 
onvenient for him to be ſaved ; or that it 
ud not ſuit his convenience to eſcape hell 
50 flee from the wrath to come. Yet this 

b the real language of the hearts and lives 


f thouſands, who can find time enough for 
Vor. II. * theit 
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their vanities and luſts, but can «dedicate, I Her 


no convenient ſeaſon to one ſerious thought ¶ be e 
about their eternal ſalvation. Still their I dent 
waſted lives are drawing towards their final WM i a 
and eternal cloſe ; and time, on its impe- Hoh 
tuous tide, bears them imperceptibly along ef. 
towards the gulph of eternity. Death ap- pe 
proaches with haſty ſteps; and yet upon, p h 
the very brink: of the grave, and in danger WI decla 
of periſhing for ever, they remain uncon- ,.,.; 
cerned ; while all their deſires, and thoughts, ive 
and. purſuits are fixed on that world, which give. 
they are juſt upon the point of quitting for ¶ eg 
ever. Melancholy infatuation! O guad; 
againſt its influence. Seize the important 6 kb 
now. Truſt not to futurity, To- day, bie b, 
it is called to-day, harden not your hearts. r 
What can you expect if you live in fn, tings 
and die without CreisT,? without remil- ſi 
fion of ſins through his blood, and withou ks 


regeneration by his Spirit? Moral decency, 


which is but the accompliſhment; of a Ph: 
= nie, 


oy 
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fee, Will never fave you, The fart muſt 


be changed :- For if the fountain he wits 


clean, fo of courſe muſt the ſtreams. And 
t6 an effedtual purification of both, - the 
Holy Spirit's regenetating influence is ne- 
«Fry, and is promiſed in Ezeb. xxvi. 354 
Forgive this plaintiely of ſpeech, I ſtamd 
up hers not in the character of 2 flattering? 
declamatory Tertullus, bat of # man that 
tcheth for your fouls; as: orie that mult 
fre an account.“ Heb. xifi. 17. And to- 
ire force to the ehortation already del" 
ited, permit me fo remind you that there 
s x „ judgment to come,” Look forward 
to that tremend6us da y. in which, He 
ho once exptred uport the Croſs; hall ap- 
paar in terrible Majeſty, as the King of 
tings and Judge of the Univerſe ; when the 
dements ſhall melt with fervent heat, and 
the heavens paſs away with'a great noiſe, 
- What will ye do, when the laſt trump 


A tall ſound the ſignal of the Judge's ap- 


U £ | proach' 
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oil in your lamps,” Mat. xxv. 2. and with- 


out an intereſt in that righteouſneſs, which | 
is the ſinner's grand ſecurity againſt the | 
Oh! that you 
may lay theſe things to heart before it be 


terrors of the great day? 


too late! ere Death and Judgment overtake 


vou! that when the angel ſhall lift up his | 
hand to heaven and ſwear by Him who. | 
liveth for ever and ever, that time ſhall be 
no more, you may enter on a happy eter- | 


nity, and ſpend it. in ſinging the ſong of 
heaven, BgBleſſing and honor, and glory, 
and power be unto him who ſitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever,” 
Rom, v. 13. 1 


proach, ſhould you be found among the 
ungodly and the unbelieving 2 66 without 
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| S1xNERS | WARNED TO FLEE FROM THE 
Warn TO COME. 


ls... „ 


— 
— 


Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Matthew iii. 7. 


HE momentous queſtion in the text, 
was put by John the Baptiſt to the 
Phariſees and Sadduces, when he ſaw many 
of them come to his baptiſm. Theſe men 
compoſed two of the principal fets amon g 
the Jews; and alwayg/ arranged themſelves 
on the ſide of oppoſition to the doctrines 
of Cyr1sT and his Apoſtles. Pride, in dif- 
ferent” ways, armed both with malignity 
and malice againſt the goſpel. And, though 
in ſome points they differed from, and. 
hated one another; they always agreed in 
implacable prejudices againſt the truth as 
in Jesus. For, oppoſition to that, is the 
point of unanimity, where the moſt difs 


U 3 2 greeing 
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agreeing and malignant parties cordially 
meet. When Cnz1sT is to be crucified, o 
the goſpel oppoſed, H rod and Pontius Pilat 
are inſtantly reconciled. to each other, | 
though. juſt before in a ftate of mutual | 
enmity; and jt has been often. found, chat 
men ready to tear one another in pieces 
thraugh pride and revenge, when! truth} 
makes its appearance, become friends among 
themſelves, only. that they may commenct 
focs againſt that... Their. rage is. Nen * | 
verted to an object of reciprocal indigna- 
tion; and che groung of their coalitian, 
like the friendihip df devils is , an 
gainſt Gan, 


The Phariſees. _ the name _ - 
Hebrew word that ſignißes tg Jeparate;' be. | 
cauſe A ſuppoſition Mb! their own Fuperia 
ſanſtity, to which they had no juſt pre · 

tenſioas, led them to ſeparate from che el 
| of the Jews. They were very trig formal 


iſts; revered the law of Moles ; were ſery 
= puloy 


1295 9 
pulous in their conformity to its cere- 
monies; faſted often; made long prayers; 
and would not admit of the leaſt deviation 
from the requirements of the ceremonial 
law, even where the great Legiſlator him- 
ſelf had allowed a diſpenſation, But, not- 


withſtanding all this ſhew of devotion, they 


were of all others the moſt remote from its 
genuine influence. Self. righteouſ neſs poi- 
ſoned their principles at the very root. 
The leaven of bigotry ſoured their temper 
into moroſeneſs and pride. Their moſt 
ſpecious works were tarniſhed with oſten- 
tatious vanity, and a thirſt for human ap- 
plauſe. And latent bypocriſy of heart, 
made them appear, amidſt all their plauſible 
morality and formality, only as whited ſe- 


pulchres, in the eſtimation of Gos. 


The Sadducees, on the other hand, were 
a ſet of free-thinkers among the Jews, Their 


diſcriminating error was a denial of the re- 


ſurrection. And though, on this head, 
=» :: 4 they 
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mey differed from the Phariſees, yet. thay WM T. 
often aſſociated with them in any ſchemes W three 
that had been propoſed for traducing the to co 
character and depreciating the docttines of W upon 
the Logo Jxęps. Mat. xvi. J. They very Ml 0. 1 
cordially coaleſced ſor this purpoſe; becauſe point 
both were exceſſively inflated with pride W —W 
and malignity of heart. The Sadducees heads 
were proud. of their reaſon.” and thereforg in al 
laughed at the incomprehenſible dogrine. of IM every 
the 1 reſurrection of the body, The Phari | 1 
ſees were proud of their Wofks, and with the a 
| equal contempt. ſcorned the, idea of being WM natio 
juſtiſied hy the rightęouſneſs of the Messi. WM period 
And both of them had iq their compoſition long 
fo: much of ſerpentine ſubtlety and rancar, ed, t. 
that the Baptiſt ſtyled them ** a generation and t 
of vipers;“ and, upon , obſerving ſome of MW vhich 
them coming to his baptiſm, aſked, in the wake 
language of intrepidity and ſurpriſe, * Who I fon : 
hath warned you to Hee rom the wrath to fiori 
£ome * vo 11 13 * | count 


E * 3 — i ws 


The 


a # 


1 ©. 

he text propoſes to our confideration 
three nga Firſt, That there is a * wrath 
to come: Secondly, That it is incumbent 

upon ſinners to“ flee” from it; and Third- 
ly, That innumerable warnings - concur to 
point out the abſolute neceſlity of ſo doing. 
—While I attempt an enlargement on theſe 
heads, may the eternal Se1ziT write them, 
in all their importance, and energy, on 


every one of our hearts! 5 Sar 


I. The ., wrath to come,” atria to 
the application of the words to the Jewiſh 


nation, might poſſibly glance at that awful 
period, in which, the wrath of heaven ſo 
long treaſured up, ſhould at laſt be reveal · 


ed, to the intire deſtruqion of Jeruſalem, 
and the diſperſion of its inhabitants; in 


which, after long forbearance, Gup ſhould | 
awaken all his indignation; ſhould commilſ- 


hon the Roman armies to invade their ter- 


Titories, lay waſte the metropolis of their 
country, bury in ruins the riches and mag- 


nificence 
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mificence of their temple, one of the Hoſt | 
faperb fabrics the fun ever beheld, and 18. 
duce them to the Rate of fugitives and vagus | 
bonds on the earth. Our Loxp very parti. a 
cularly deſcribed the antecedent ſigus of that | 
awful era; and it is not improbable: that | 
his illuſtrious fore-runner might allude to 
| |, in his exhortations to a people, who de- 
luded themſelves with à fond ſuppoſition | 
of their being the. favorites. of heaven, be- | 
cauſe. they were theo deſcendants of Abra- 
_ :ham; though their very boaſted alliance to | 
their great anceſtor only ſerved to ſtamp the 
more flagrant inconſiſtency on their condud. 
_ -Theſe fond pretenſions, and the deluſive | 
Hopes that ſprung from them, Fokn obviates 
in ver. 9, 10;. boldly intimating, that their 
deſcent from a patriarchal ſtock would be 
of no avail, when the branches were to- 
_ "tally degenerated; and that * every tree 
that brought not forth good fruit ſhould be 
"hewn down and caſt into the fire. 

= But 
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But whether the Baptiſt referred to th 
zpproaching. temporal judgments of the 
Jews, or not, there is no doubt but he 
looked forward to that final revelation of 
the wrath of JaHovan; when all his threats 
enings {hall be executed againſt the un- 
podly-; aud all the phials of his indignation 
ſhall be emptied upon a guilty world ; when 
the great and terrible day of the Loxp ſhall 
come ; and what was the doom of Jeruſalem 
and its ſumptuous temple ſhall be the fate 
vt the globe itſelf, and all. the works that 


are therein. 


That man might be impreſſed with an 
awful ſenfe of the divine Power and Majeſ- 
ty ; that the earth might reverence its Cre- 
ator; and tremble at his indignation; the 
volume of ſcripture, and the book of nature 
are opened, to delineate his perfections, and 
proclaim his Godhead, Every idea of ſu- 
blimity, terror, grandeur and deſolation, 
which the contlict. of elements, or the wreck 

of 
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of worlds, can ſuggeſt, is contained in 
ſcripture, to heighten our conceptions of 
the divine Majeſty. His wrath is compared 
to the all- devouring flame, to an impetuous 
torrent or an overflqwing flood of mighty | 
waters, to the ſweeping tempeſt, or the | 
whirlwind in its irreſiſtible progreſs, to the | 
rapid lightning, that tremendous artillery | 
of the ſkies, or the thunder that ſounds | 
the voice of his excellency, and while it 
alarms the world, inſtiucts it too ; and to the : 
pcean in violent agitation, Jer. xxiii. 19. 

And what is the book of nature but 
a cpunter- part or comment on that of | 
xevelation ? exhibiting the awiul facts which | 
ſcripture narrates? and ſuper-adding . its | 
teſtimony in confirmation of the truth and | 


authenticity of ſcripture - hiſtory ? His 
- wrath removeth the mountains and over - 


turneth them to their very foundations: it 
ſhakes the earth to its centre, and makes the 


Pillars of heaven tremble. He commandeth 


2 py | the 


the 
the f 
the 

and 
The 
found 
his Tt 
creat! 


| he ſp 


And 

arm, 

back 
the 1 
judgn 
mine, 
and © 
ſolatic 
frown 


. 
the ſun and it riſeth not, and ſealeth ug 


the ſtars. Fob ix. 5—7. At his preſence, 
the everlaſting mae: were ſcattered, 


and the perpetual hills did bow. Hab. iii. 6. 
The channels of waters were ſeen, and the 
foundations of the world were diſ&vered at 
his rebuke. Pſa. xviii. 15. If he but look, 

creation' is ſtruck with filence and awe. if 


| he ſpeak, all nature trembles at his voice. 


And if he but make bare his omnipotent 
arm, the ſea fleeth, and Jordan is driven. 
back ; the mountains Kip like rams, and 
the little hills like young ſheep. When 
judgment ** is his ſtrange work ;” ſword, fa- 
mine, earthquake, peſtilence, are ſummoned. 
and commiſſioned as the meſſengers of de- 
ſolation and death. And when JeHovan 
frowns, the Heavens are cloathed with black, 
ind the Earth with its inhabitants ſands 
zſtoniſhed at his kindling indignation ;. 
which firſt conſtituted Hell, and ſtill. feeds 


Tophet with inextinguiſhable flaines. The 
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fili of Lucifer, the expulfion of our firſt pic; | 
rents from Paradiſe, the general deluge, the 
deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorratr,” the 
plagues of Egypt, the deſtruction of Ifraet | 
by thoufands in the wildernefs, their-ſabſe- | 
quent captivities and final overthrow, were | 
judicial events, that at different periods, ſpoke | 
the power and declared the wrath of God; in 
whict, feveral conſiderations tend to render 


it beyond all conception tremendous. And 


theſe are; that it is the wrath of a Being of 
; that it is irreſiſtible in its influ» | 
ence ; admits of no intermiſton, when inflid- | 
Solomon 
| fays, that the wrath of ar earthly king is 


infimte power 
ed; and is eternal in its dtrration. 


& as the roaring of à Hof,” What their muft 


be the difpleafure of the Ring of kings? 


What is all the united force of the potfherds 


of the earth, when oppoſed to incenſed 
« If His wrath be Eindled, 
yea but a little, bleſſec are alt they that 


Omnipotence-? 


1 truſt i in him.“ Pe. iii. 27 V7 | 
BY | But 
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text 
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to a 
durat 
when 


| ariſe, 
not t 


or th: 
ple, 
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globe 
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But we. have as yet confined. our confie 
deratiogs. to. that wrath which is paſt. The 
text reminds us there. is wrath. to come. 
Gov's judicial diſpenſations have hitherto. 
been principally local, and partial ; confined, 
to a ſpot of the globe, or limited in the. 
duration of them. But the day is coming, 
when he will ſuffer his whole diſpleaſure tor 
| zriſe, And then the olje& of it will be. 
not the chaſtiſement of a particular country. 
or the extermination of an obnoxious peo- 
x ple, the fall of this empire, or the ruin of 
„that kingdom, but the demolition of the, 
1 globe itlelf; whoſe inhabitants were once, 
ſwept away by a flood of water, but are now. 
reſerved for a. judgment more tremendous. 
and more deciſive. A different element ſhall 
be employed for this purpoſe ; and the 
heavens as well as the earth be involved in 
the bickering flame. Let imagination then. 
only take wing, and, faith be permitted to. 
exert her e of anticipation. Let hope, 
CE ſtretch 
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ſeretch her wings, and fancy bring futurity em 
nigh. Let us ſuppoſe that ſcene now exhi- W Þ2: 
bited, which will ere long be an awful re- bine 


ality. And, a few rolling years elapſed, let - 
us ſuppoſe the period actually arrived, in MW ” ſ 
which time ſhall be no more, and all its MW n 

upor 


tranſactions abſorbed in a vaſt eternity. | 
Hark! the trumpet ſounds! The Judge is | 
coming ! See, a fiery ſtream iſſues from be- 
fore him, and ſpreads a general conflagra- 
tion, that makes the elements melt with | 
fervent heat. The heavens are wrapped to- 
gether like a parchment ſcroll, and are 
thrown back to unveil the glorious majeſty 
of the Judge. The ſun is turned into dark- 
neſs, and all the orbs that have been fed | 
with light from his lumin6us body, fink in 


raigr 
lenct 
him, 
and 
They 
and t 
nation 


them 
great 
ſhall k 


darkneſs, and are thrown into diſorder. Ane 
The earth is ſhaken and broken with ten 3 
thouſand concuſſions, and the ſea roars with the 
Unuſual agitation, Where are the works * Gor 
&f ages now? the gorgeous palaces, the ſo- RY 


lemn 


f gs } 
jemn temples? the pomp of royalty, the 
boundaries of empires, and the pride of- 


kings? All, all, are buried in promiſcu- 
ous and indiſcriminate tuih, and evaporate 
in ſmoke, The titles, honors, and diſtinc- 
tions of earth ate no more. See the Judge 
upon his throne ! See the nations ar- 
nigned! The wicked fly from his pre- 
ſence, and all nations mourn becauſe of 
him. His wrath burns to the loweſt hell; 
ind men and devils tremble at his ber. 
They intreat the mountains to fall on them, 
and the rocks to cover them from his indig- 
nation. But no receſs is found to ſhelter 
them from the power of his arm. The 
great day of his wrath is come , and who 
ſhall be able to ſtand?“ Rev. vi. 17. 8 
And will this great and terrible day of the 
Logp come ? It will. Shall our ears hear 
the voice of the Archangel and the trump | 
of Gon ?” And ſhall our eyes behold Meſ- 
ſah enthroned 7 ? We ſhall, Muft we be 
Vor II. 1 preſent, 
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preſent, when all creation is to be wrecked, 
and all mankind are to be ſummoned to his | 
tribunal? We muſt. 2 Every eye ſhall ſee 
bim, and they alſo which pierced him!“ 
Shall we ſee * the lightnings, flaſh,” and 
hear “ the thunders roll?“ the © diſtreſs of | 
nations, and the fall of worlds?“ We ſhall, | 
Does every day and every hour, bring us f 
nearer to this great criſis? Is it“ appointed 
unto man once to die, and after that, the ] 
Judgment?“ Yes. If the word of Gov be ; fro1 
true, he that is coming, 9 «x4», will 
come, and will not tarry. Yet a little g 


while, puuzpoy foro, ooo, a very little, little | 
chile, and“ our Gop ſhall come, and ſhall | 
not keep ſilence: a fire ſhall. devour hefore | 
him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round | 
about him. He ſhall call to the heavens } 
above, and to the earth, that he may judge 
his people.” Pſa. Il. 3, 4. © The Loxp 
Irsus ſhall be revealed from 3 with his 


mighty an eh in flaming fire, to take venge⸗ 
dance 


7 


OY 
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ance on them that know not God, and, 
that obey not the goſpel of our L940 Jisus 
Cusisr: who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt - 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Loro, and from the glory of his power.“ 

2. Theſſ. i. 79. Aud if his wrath be ſa, 
irreſiſtible 5 eternally dreadful, and tne 
revelation of it ſo certain ; this of courſe 


leads us. to conſider, that 


IL It is incumbeat upon linners to LEE 
from it. 

1. But whither ſhould Fg flee ? To the 
world? To its favorites, its poſſeſſions, its 
honors, or its applauſe? Alas! theſe profit 
not in the hour of death, or the day of 
wrath, Human power may ward off a blow 
from a human arm. But what force is ſufs 
ficient to repel the ſhafts of Almighty ven- 
geance? The wicked may form combina» 
tions to ſtrengthen themſelves in their ini- 


quity, and may elude with impunity the 
Foguizance of civil law, or the demands of 


SS Givil 
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civil juſtice, 


of the earth conrend with the potſherds of 


the earth. But let not vain man contend' 


with his Maker. What will human friend- 
ſhip, or the opinions of men avail them in 
that day, when it will more conſpicuouſly 


than. ever appear, that the friendſhip of the | 
world is enmity with Gop, and that what 


is highly eſteemed among men is an abomi- 
nation in his fight ? The very perſons, 
who under the ſpecious but falſe denomina+ 
tion of friends, deluded them to ſnares and 
ruin, will themſelves be left naked of every 
apology for their contempt of Gon, and be 

treated with proportionable ſeverity for their 
efforts to allure others to deſtruction. They 
| may 


* 5 — 


* their triumphings will be 
at an end, when Gop cometh to judgment. 
Aſſociates in fin will then find no protec- 
tion from thoſe who ſtrengthened their 
nands; and the multitude of their patrons 
will be no plea and no defence againſt the | 
wrath of the Moſt High. Let the potſherds | 
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may be called wiſe, and deemed happy, by 
thoſe who put darkneſs for light, and light 
for darkneſs; who call good, evil, and evil, 


good. But the accidental trifles of digni- 
ties and honors, that ſtamp a falſe reſpecta- 


bility on their character in the eyes of men, 


will be accounted as nothing in the eſtima- 
tion of God, And though riches, on earth, 
have been often known to protect villainy, 


and bribe juſtice ; and tyranny hath ſkulked 
under titles of honor, or perſecution of the 


. goſpel hath pleaded the lecular arm in juſ- 


tification of its ſanguinary ſchemes ; yet 


with that ſovereign Arbiter, who weigheth | 


men and actions in a juſt balance, earthly 
opulence and grandeur will be allowed as 


no palliative of guilt ; men of titles and diſ- 
tinction will be treated as the meanneſt pf 
the people; they ſhall ſtand or fall, not by 


the opinion of men, but by the judgment 
of Gor; and a rebel of princely extraction, 


or a inner ſurrounded with vallals, and 
X 1 ſeated 
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Teated in pomp upon a throne, ſhall give ön 
receive ſecurity againſt the wrath of heaven, re 
no more than a beggar clothed with rags. M 1 
The loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, WM e 
and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made MW £2 
low: and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted th 
in that day. And they ſhall go imo the T 
holes of the rocks, and into the caves of | ſu 
the earth, for fear of the Losp, and for the | ni 
glory of his majeſty, when he ariſeth to | fit 
make terribly the earth.“ 10 d. v. 17. 19. in 
2. While even realon demonſtrates, that M Þ: 
| the wor d can yield no place of refuge from 1 
the approaching tempeſt of Gop's fierce in- * 
: dignation; and that to follow a multitude di 
to do evil, though that multitude ſhould mo 
conſiſt of the rich and honorable of the * 
erth, is as fatal, as it is fallacious; ſcrip- all 
ture 1s equally expres in cutting off the de 
pre umptuous hopes of the formal and elf- * 
righteous from all expectation of lafety th 


while they depend 2 covenant of he 
: | SL works, 


* 
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works, or hope for heaven as the proper 
reward of their charity, and moral decency. 
Think not, that you can be ſafe from the 


vengeance of heaven, while you endeavour 


£0 {creen yourſelv es under the covert of 
that“ mountain which burneth with fire.” 


The law worketh wrath. And that can 
ſurely never give life, which is the“ mi- 
niſtration of death”. As ſoon might our 
firſt parents have hoped for a re- admiſſion 
into Eden through the flaming ſword in the 


hand of the cherubim, as we expect heaven 


through a ** fiery law,” or hope for the 


divine favor by that, which through our 


diſobedience, hath eventually brought upon 
us the divine curſe, Unleſs your obedi- 
ence hath been fully commenſurate with 
all its requirements in thought, word, and 


deed, the following paſſage of ſcripture 


points out your danger. If a man keep 
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all.” Jam. ii, 10. And 
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again, As many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curte.” Gal, lil. 10. 


3» But, ſhall we flee to our religious, 
or moral duties? This would be to lean 
on the ſtaff of a bruiſed reed; which in- 
Read of {upporting, would pierce the heart 
with many ſorrows, The moſt excellent 
of the one, and the moſt devout of the 
other, hear evideat marks of imperfection 
and defiſement. Can that ſcreen us, which 
we ought to be aſhamed of as a ſcanty 


covering? Or. can that adorn, which we 


lament as wanting the beauty. ut holineſs? 


They may poſſels a ſpecious outhide to man, 


who looketh no deeper than the ſurface, | 


But what is your beſt morality, your moſt 
. e]iborate forms of devotion, or acts of bę- 


nevolence, before that Gon, whole eyes 


are as a flame of fire? Are they not, 


when ſubmitted to his ſcrutiny, and weighed | 


in his 1mpartial balance, lighter than vanity 
_ Jtlelt? Examine the beſt work, you ever 


per- 


46 1) 


performed in your whole life, by the teſt of 
the law's purity and ſpirituality, and then. 


ſay, whether it has been throughout in 


every point of view, ſuch as the great Law- 
giver himſelf could wiſh it to have been. 


In ſecret and ſocial prayer, have you never 


obſerved any diſſipation of thought, or lan- 
| guor of affection? Have your addreſſes to 


the Divine Majeſty been always conducted 


with ſo much reverence and ſpirituality, 
that you durſt appeal to Gov himſelf for 
the untainted purity and unremitted fervor 


of your petitions? Rather have you not 


realon to cry out with the Plalmiſt, 66 Who 


can underſtand his errors? cleanſe thou me 


from ſecret faults.” And inſtead of chal- 
lenging the divine favour for your devo- 
tions, have you not cauſe to lament, that 
the many defe&s in them axe ſo many ar- 


guments for deprecating his diſpleaſure? 


and inſtead of flying to them, as a place of 


refuge t chat you ſhould renounce them, as 
altogether 
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altogether inſufficient to protect you in the 
day of trial. They who caltivate the moſt 


Intimate communion with the Deity, that | be 
walk moſt in his preſence and enjoy the | * 
largeſt communications from his throne, ne- jo. 
vertheleſs regret their diſtance from him, 

and mourn, that the wings of their devo- | 8 


tion ſo often flag, in the contemplation of TS, 
his perfections, or in the elevation of their | my 
Hearts to that great fountain of 'goodnefs— | 
And the higher the flame aſpires, the more | 1 
tremulous it is. The righteous, the more 
they reflect on themſelves, or contemplate 
their Gop, the more they tremble for their the 
' manifold infirmities; and the higher they 


; Yi eye 
advance in the divine life, the lower they — 
ſink in humility and ſelf- renunciation. - por 


But pride and preſumption always go to- for 
gether: and it has been always found, that W the 


they who are deſtitute of every. thing nl of 

religion, but the form, are the moſt arro- the 

gant in their pleas, and the moſt confident I , 
T8 ” i 


ne- 
im, 


the | 
oft | 
ut | 
the | 
look for heaven when they deſerve hell. 
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in their expectations. taſvmuch; that what 
would ſtrike an humble heart with ſhame 


and confuſion, the ſelf-righteous and the 


formal exalt into the dignity of merit and 


ro 


4. Will works of charity, or actions of the 


moſt profuſe benevolence, form a ſufficient 


barrier againſt the wrath of Gop, or heal 


the breaches in his righteous law? I mean 
not in the leaſt to diſcourage any from per- 


forming offices of liberality and compaſſion 
to the poor, I would rather ſtrain every 
nerve of argument to prompt them to feed 
the hungry, and clothe the naked, to be 


eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. 


—Thele exertions of philanthropy, whea 


founded on evangelical principles, and 
ſpringing from the love of Jesus, are ſome of 


the moſt ornamental and uſeful evidences 


of true Chriſtianity. But if ſubſtituted in 
the room of Cxz1sT's righteouſneſs, or in- 


tended a a5 4 ſort of commutation for tranſ- 
greſſions 


4 376 4) 
greſſions of his law, they then become 


Proofs, not of religion, but the want ol it. 


Should any ſuppoſe that there is ſuch a me- 


ritorious excellency in them, that Gon is 
obligated to give them eternal liſe, merely 
becauſe they give a little to the poor; in 


that cafe, the whole foundation and ſuper- 


ſtructure of the goſpel is vacated at a ſtroke; 
and the redemption of the Lorp Jesus, þ 


' conſidered as ſuperfluous and unnecella 


There are two things, which if ſuliciently 
known and heartily credited, would put an 


end to the proud pretenſions of the lelf. 
righteous; and ſave them from the conſe- 
quences of their deluſion. And theſe are, 
that there may be almſgiving without cha- 
rity: for, St. Paul ſays, © a man may give 


all his goods to feed the poor and yet have. 


no charity,“ which is love; ſince various 
motives may dictate ſpecious acts of libera- 
lity, without one ſpark of love to God or 
man. And charity, or love may cover a2 


multitude 
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multitude: of fins from the eye of man, by 


throwing the veil of candor and forgiveneſs: 
over them. But the greateſt degree of it 
can never cover our offences from the eye 
of Gop. It coſt infinitely more to procure. 
the remiſſion of them, than the exertions 
of men and angels could accompliſh, To. 
cover ſin from the ſtroke of juſtice and the 
requiſitions of a violated law, is an effect of 
the charity of Gop our Savious, dying in 
our ſtead. So that, betore the pretenſions 
of ſelf-righteouſneſs can be eſtabliſhed, the 
felf-juſticiary or proud man of charity muſt 
let up his claims in competition with the. 
merits of Heaven's great Philanthropiſt! A 
bold attempt; and as dangerous, as ar- 
rogant. 
Since then both law and goſpel, ſondptranty | 
reaſon, and experience, unite their evidence 
to prove that there is no ſafety in the world, 
in legal, formal, or charitable exertions, 
when pride and ſelf-dependence are at the 
„ 5 bottom; 
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bottom; let us attend to the voice of in- 


nite wiſdom in the ſcriptures, and fly to 


that glorious aſylum which they point out. 
There, to the ine xpreſſible conſolation of 
all that believe, we are informed that the 
eternal Son of Gob became incarnate on | 
| purpoſe that he might ** deliver us from | 
the wrath to Re: 1 Theſſ. i. 10. When | 
the diſpleaſure of Jenovan was kindled | 
upon the firſt tranfgreſſion, he propoſed 
Himſelf as a merciful Mediator, and arreſted Þ 
the ſword of juſtice in its meditated blow | 
againſt the human race, He averted the | 
vindictive ſtroke from us, and received it on | 
| his own immaculate head. Mercy's throne 
was erected even in Eden; and that juſtice | 
ſhould complain of no injury, our adorable | 
Subſtitute ſuffered it to be ſheathed in his | 
blood. Zack. xiii. 7. On his innocent and | 
bleiſed head the tempeſt of divine indigna-| 
tion burſt; and againſt him, as a devoted 
vicim, the terrors of the Almighty ſet 
= theme 
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themſelves in array. And, ſince the memo 
table period of his bitter agonies, and the 
dreadful ſhock which he ſuſtained on Cale. 
vary, our great peace- maker 8 refuge | 
from the ſtorm.” Iſa. xxiii. 4. Every other 
covert is ** a refuge of lyes;” and ſo they 
will prove it to be, who erect their hopes 
on any other foundation than that of un. 
croſs of Jesvs, 

Would you, therefore, flee from the 
wath to come? Would you wiſh to be 
ſecure in the dark and cloudy day, when 
the heavens ſhall be covered with flack- 
cloth, and the elements ſhall put on their 
moſt dreadful forms? Fly to Jesvs ; to the 
fountain of his blood, and to the throne of 
grace which ſtands eſtabliſhed on his all- ſuf- 
ficient merits. Fly. from fin. That firſt 
kindled the wrath of heaven, and is the 
parent of all the evils, moral and natural, 
that overſpread the globe. A deliverance 
trom fin will be your ſecurity from wrath. 
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This cannot operate, where that is par ; 
doned. Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the law; © | 


and the law worketh wrath. 


is « the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 


every one that believeth.“ And he was 


made a curſe for us, when he hung on the 


tree. So that where there 1 is no law to con- 


demn, there is no tranlgreſſion charged. | | 


Jesus hath borne the one, and fulfilled the 


other. 


66 * there is no condemnation to them that 


He is 


are in Christ Jesus.“ Rom. viii. 1. 


their “ hiding- place, from the wind, and 
their covert from the tempeſt, as rivers of 
water in a dry place, and as the ſhadow of a | 


great rock in a weary land.“ Ja. xxxii. 2. | 
Let all the wrath of heaven ſpend itſelf on 
this eternal rock; it can bear the ſhock, 
and will infallibly ſecure him that is ſhel- 
Fly, therefore, from. 

” 8. ho 


tered in its clifts. . 


But Cuxisr 'Y 


And «« all that believe are juſtified 


from ALL | THINGS,” Ade, xiii, 39. For 


2 „ 

1. The: guilt of fin. The remedy: 104 
that is the atoning blood of Jisvs. - The 
tranſgreſſion of the law renders you obs 


noxious to the penalty, which is eternal 
death. But the penal demands of the las- 


were ſatisfied by the propitiatory death and 
ſacrifice of the Lau of Gon. Fly by 
faith to that city of refuge, and you ard 
ſafe. For, Gov. made him to be ſin for 
us who knew no fin, that we might be 
made the nn of Gold: In Hime 
2 Cor. v. 12 - 1:1 Er ba 


2. Fly from the: anne of firs. Thie 


evil of it defiles ſoul and body, is mote pol- 


luting than the fouteſt leprofy, and more 
malignant than the peſtilence that watketh 
in darkneſs, or the ficknefs: that deſtroyetli 
at noon- day. And what is ſufficient to ex- 
tract its ſtain from the conſcience, or expel 
its venom from the heart? If I waſh.my- 
ſelf with fnow- water,“ ſays Job, and mak 


my hands ever ſo clean; yet ſhalt thou 
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plunge me in the. ditch, and mine own 
clothes ſhall abhor me.” Job ix. 30, 31.— 
Every human expedient is inadequate to 


this great purpoſe: And every attempt to, f 


expunge the mark of iniquity in the heart, 
is, like waſhing the Ethiopian, declarative 


of folly, and productive of diſappointment. 

But what you cannot accompliſh, though | 
your: head were waters, and your eyes foun- 
tains of tears; though whole hecatombs f 
were to be ſlaughtered, and the ocean itſelt 
uſed as a bath; Jzsus can perform by the 


virtue of his blood. This is the“ fountain 


opened for ſin and uncleanneſs to the 
houſe of David and the inhabitants of Jeru- | 
ſalem.“ Zech. xiii. 1. And though your | 
iniquities be of the deepeſt dye and fouleſt 
ſtain, application by faith to this fountain 


will cleanſe from all. 1 John i. 7. 
3. Fly from the love and practice of ſin. 


The wrath of Gop is revealed from Heaven 


againſt all ungodlinefs and unrighteouſneſs 
: | WW 
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of men. © Know ye not that the unrigh- 


teous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gov? 
Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor | adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abuſers of themſelves with . mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners,” continuing 
ſuch, -** ſhall inherit the kingdom of Gop.“ 
Cor. vi. 9, 10. Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth, fornica- 
tion, uncleanneſs, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiſcence, and covet ouſneſs, which is 
idolatry: for which things' ſake the wrath 
of Gop cometh on the children of diſobe- 

dience. Col. iii. 5, 6. | 
Againſt the guilt, pollution, power, wich 
and practice of fin, and the wrath conſe- 
quent upon it, Jesvs is the ſovereign phyſi- 
cian and the almighty guardian. Fly to his 
blood for remiſſion, to his righteouſneſs for 
juſtification, to his grace for power to con- 
quer bo, and to his bleſſed Spirit, as a foun- 
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tain of holineſs and happineſs. See, the 
door of mercy is opened! the. goſpel-pro= | 
miſes invite! the city of refuge lies before 
you ! the proviſion is made! all things are J 
ready! The crucified Jesus ſtands with | 
open arms and a heart bleeding with love | 
ready to receive you! And Gob in his ? 
word aſæks Why will ye die?“ Permit f 
me, then, in the laſt place to obſerve. 8 

III. That innumerable arguments concur 6 
to point out the neceſſity of fleeing from | 


the wrath to come, in the many warnings 


we receive from the 3 * ; 
and miniſters of Gov. 

1. Conſult the ſacred pulping at the 
what awful threatenings are contained there- 
in ! which the divine veracity will as cer- 
tainly execute, as the moſt precious pra- 
miſes! what “ indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiſh await every ſoul | 
that doeth evil!“ Rom. ii. B, 9. There you | 


are informed, that * the * which kept 
not 


6825 7 
not their firſt eſtate, Gop hath reſerved in 
everlaſting chains and in darkneſs unto the 
judgment of the great day; and that Sodom 
and Gomorrah ale ſet forth for an example, 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Jude 
6, 7. Sin brought down the wrath of hea- 
ven on the inhabitants of theſe rebellious 
cities, and the ſame cauſe will produce the 
ſame effe& on the finally impenitent and 
unbelieving. When Gov ſays, „if a man 
will not turn, he hath bent his bow and 


Y made it ready ;” we may be ſure, that an 


unerring hand will dire& the ſhafts of di- 
vine vengeance, and as ſure as the arrow 1s 
upon the ſtring, it ſhall reach the mark and 
pierce it through. Let thoſe, therefore, 
who make a mock at in, take warning. 
What has been the fate of others, will be 
theirs too, if they repent not. « Be not 


deceived; Gop is not mocked. What a 


man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. He 
that ſoweth to the fleſb, ſhall of the fleſh 
, Y 3 Tap 
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reap corruption.” The ſeeds of ſin, even | 


in this life, often produce a crop of miſery, 
But, how dreadful will be- the harveſt, when 
what only began in time ſhall be matured in 


eternity! and the guilt that hath been ac- | 
cumulating for years ſhall return in judg- 1 


ments upon the ſinner's head! _ 


2. The miniſters of the goſpel echo the 
voice of his word, in giving a faithful warn- 
ing to ſinners. And how far it is incum- | 
bent on them to do ſo, I leave you to | 


judge, brethren, after I have read to you 


the ſolem charge delivered by JezHovan to | 
the Prophet Ezekiel: „O ſon of man, I | 
have ſet thee a watchman'unto the houſe of | 
Iſrael ; therefore thou ſhalt hear the word . 
from my mouth, and warn them from me. | 
When 1 ſay unto the wicked, O wicked | 
man, thou ſhalt ſurely die ; if thou doſt 
not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, | 
that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, | 
but his blood will I require at thy hand.” | 

EM Ezel. 
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Ezek. xxxiii. 8, 9. Awful declaration! 
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3 Who that has any concern for his own 
l coul, or any bowels of compaſſion for the 
1 l ſouls of others, or any reverence for the 
dſolemn injunctions of the Moſt High Gov, 
- 4 can overlook a paſſage, the contents of 
Y which bear as terrible an aſpect to the care- 
E leſs watchiman, as to the ſinner that ſhould 
Y have been warned by him! And who dares 
to trifle with this tremendous warning 2 
o | which is no farther ours, than as we take it 
1 from the mouth of J=novan himſelf, and 
. | faithfully urge it in his name? Were we 
1 diſpoſed to conſult human applauſe, or 
fi court the favor of the ungodly, at the ex- 
d | pence of truth and conſcience, we might 
. | propheſy ſmoothe things, and cry peace, 
4 | when there is no peace. But the approba- 
ſt tion of ſinners is too dearly purchaſed, 
„ when the exchange for it is the wrath of 
Li Gor, How would that miniſter be able to 
* ook. his Judge in the face, after having 


» f 8 | Y 4 ; | been 


to Hee from the wrath to come.- 
Warnings cannot laſt always, The mini- | 
ſters that give them, muſt reſign up the 
charge committed to their truſt; and die | 


ö 
been aſhamed of him and of his words? Or 
how could he bear to meet at the tribunal 


of Ciz1sT, thoſe ſouls to whoſe deſtruction 
he was acceſſary by his careleſſneſs and ti- 
midity? In a day like the preſent, a man 
may make himſelf appear the enemy of not 
a few, for only telling them the truth. 


But there is a day coming, when they will 
be convinced, that he was their beſt friend; 
and that flattery, when the immortal ſoul is 
concerned, is the blackeſt ſpecies of murder, 
Brethren, let me beſeech you, then, to hear 
the word of exhortation. You are warned 


themlelves, as well as the flock they ſuper- 
intend, The ſame event that puts an end 
to their labors on earth, will in due time 


tranſmit all their hearers to the judgment- 
par; 3 where miniſters and their reſpective 
x N congre- 
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congregations will one day meet, to pive 
in their accounts, Every warning that was 
given and deſpiſed, will be remembered 
with cutting anguiſh ; and ſhame and con- 
fuſion cover thoſe faces, that had been often 
diſtorted: with ſpleen and ridicule againſt 
the geſpel, The man of ſcorn—who thought 
himſelf too wife to want inſtruction from a 
Bible, and eſteemed it an indignity to hu- 
man nature to be obligated to another for 
his ſalvation, even though Gop himſelf 
ſhould claim the honor; who looked upon 
it as the mark of a little mind, to attend to 
ſeaſons; on places .of devotion ; ; and, free 
from ſuch: reſtraint, often amuſed himſelf 
with laughing at the righteous as conſum- 
mate idiots, becauſe they loved prayer, and 
the found of the gofpel this empty man 
of ſcorn will find it a dreadful exchange, 
when his ſneers are turned into gnaſhing 
of teeth, and the ſcorner's chair overturned, 
where he with contemptuous arrogance uſed 

) | to 
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to fit; when he is turned over to the bar of | 


the Moſt High, to anſwer for that wit which 
was nothing but ſport at truth, mocking at 
-fin, and blaſphemy againſt Gop. The man 
of form, —who faſted often, but not from 


ſin, who ſaid prayers, but never prayed, | 
who made his oſtentatious devotion a cloak | 
for hypocriſy, avarice, and ſelf-righteouſ- | 
neſs, and would never bear with any degree | 
of patience, that goſpel, which makes no- 2 
thing of forms where the heart is with-held, | 
and Gov is not worſhipped -in ſpirit and 


truth ;—will be left to lament his having 
toiled for that which profiteth not, and be 


expoſed as a ſpectacle of diſgrace, in thoſe 
rags of lame performances, which notwith- 
ſtanding all their imperfection, he gloried | 
in to the utter contempt of CHN IST's perfect , 
righteouſneſs, The man of pride, —whether | 
proud of ſcience, which, without humility | 
and love, is the accompliſhment of a devil; 
or proud of accidental poſſeſſions, that are 

: often | 


1 


_ often thrown away on the moſt deſpicable of 


mankind, or proud of titles, which are the 


empty bubbles of worldly honor, and too 
often dignify folly and infamy; whoſe 


riches were ſuppoſed to give him an exemp- 
tion from reproof; or philoſophy, a title to 
commence blaſphemer ; or rank in life, a 
diſpenſation from ſeeking the honor that 


cometh from Gop ;—will one day experi- 


ence an awful accompliſhment of that great 


maxim of JEsus, He that humbleth him- 


ſelf ſhall be exalted, but he that exalteth 
himſelf ſhall be abaſed.“ The man of plea- 
ſure, or profane man of the world, —who wiſh- 
ed for no other heaven than to eat and drink, 
and riſe up to play; who lived the life of 
a beaſt in ſenſuality, and of a devil in re- 


bellion againſt God and miſchief to ſociety ; 
who praiſed curſing and ſwearing, as if a 


mark of good breeding, or thought drunk- 


enneſs the ſovereign antidote for worldly 


care ; who fluttered away, like ſome gay in- 
| ſect 


— = 
fe& on the wing, in the pride of dreſs and 
diſſipation, or ſhifted the ſcene, to all the 


ſinks of intrigue and debauchery ;- who oc> = 


caſionally riſqued thouſands upon the caſt 
of a dye, or faced damnation itfelf in 2 
duel; and took refuge from all his guilt 
and all his fears, in atheiſm, or the horrible 
Hope of annihilation ; will find that hell 
is not a painted fire, and the wrath of Gop 

no impotent menace. For, if he whet 
his glittering ſword, and his hand take 
hold on judgment, he will render ven- 
geance to his enemies, and will reward 
them that hate him.“ Deut. XXxii. 41. It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living Gor.” Heb. x. 31, For our Gop 


is a conſuming fire.“ Heb. xii, 29. 

It is a taſk far from pleafant to exhibit 
the outlines of ſuch abject characters, or to 
quote the authority, that declares their por- 
tion to be the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever, But the duty is enjoined as indiſ- 

| penſable; 
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penſable: ind charity to immortal fouls 
compels us. To expatiate on the love of 
Jesus, the pleaſantneſs of true religion, the 
characteriſties and the proſpe&ts of a chriſ- 
tian, and the beatitude of that ſtate whick 
zwaits him beyond the boundaries of time, 
are the moſt favorite topics of goſpel miniſ- 
ters; and were they to pleaſe themſelves, 
would be their only ones. But the careleſſ- 
neſs of ſome, the profanity of others, the 
boldneſs of many in ſin, and the fatal in- 
ſenſibility of thouſands, though on the 
very brink of deſtruction, oblige us to cry 
aloud, and ſpare not, to lift up our voice 
like. a, trumpet, that the alarm may be taken, 
and ſome at leaft be perſuaded to flee from 
the wrath to come, And where theſe warn- 
ings have been repeated, ſas they have of- 
ten been in this church] and are neverthe- 
leſs trifled with ; ſee to it ; for the {light 
is ultimately thrown upon the Loxp Jssus 
Cnater himſelf; and finners muſt anſwer 


1 
for it, themſelves, at his tribunal, ſince our 


faithful warning leaves us “pure from their x. 


blood.” Acts xx. 26. 

3. But though ſome ſhould be diſpoſed 
to contemn the teſtimony of CHxISr's faith- 
ful miniſters, (and I muſt tell them, it 
will be at their peril to do ſo), yet let me- 
lancholy matter of fact ſpeak, and let them 


be warned by that great teacher Death. The 


wicked cannot poſſibly ſo infatuate reaſon 
or drown the voice of conſcience, as to pre- 
ſume they are ſafe, while living in fin, 
Dear as the commiſſion of it may ſome- 
times be, or habitual the practice, even 
though countenanced by multitudes, they 
are nevertheleſs ſtung with remorſe,. and 
haunted with fears, that make ſome mo- 
ments in their lives reſemble hell; and that 


extort a wiſh for amendment, did not the | 


love of ſin preponderate, and the gilded 


baits of Satan's temptations attract irreſiſti- | 
bly. But they live in hopes, from day to | 
day, 


day 
tim 
a fe 
off 
ten 
me] 
kee 
inic 


their 


con 
Loc 
is 1 
hap 
bou 
heal 
in o 
the 

die 
den! 
dyir 
ed, 

pear 


( 385 ö 
day, that they ſhall forſake their firs, ſome 
time or other before they die; though, by 
a fatal procraſtination, they delay, and put 


off the event to a remote period, that in 


ten thouſand inſtances never arrives: Ah! 
melancholy deluſion ! Tragical miſtake! that 
keeps many of you ſtill in the bonds of 
iniquity, and the ſnare of Satan ! But that 
there is as much fallacy, as danger, in your 
conduct, every day's experience evidences. 
Look around you. See what havock Death 
is making in the world !—has lately, per- 
haps, made in your family, in your neigh- 
bourhood ! You are truſting in youth, 
health, conſtitution; though you behold, 
in others, the inefficacy of them all againſt 


the arrows of Death. Do not the young | 


die? And are not the moſt healthy ſud- 
denly cut off? Have you not heard of men 
dying in the very act of fin? and ſummon- 
ed, though altogether. unprepared, to ap- 
pear before Gop in * ? May not 

ſimilar 


| 
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fmilar provocations bring down fmilat 
wrath ? What fecurity can any ſinmer have, 
that the very next time he wallows in the 
mire of uncleanneſs, opens his mouth to 
blaſpheme, is found in the profanation of 


the Sabbath, or the violation of truth, re- 


vels with the wicked or affociates with the 
lovers of pleaſure, that Gop will not iſſue 
the fummons to call him away? That this 
has not been the caſe long ago, is owing 
to the long-ſuffering of Gop. But he will 
not always forbeas.. Mercy abuſeq is guilt 
perfected. © Peſpiſeſt thou, then, the riches 
of his forbearance and long-ſuſſering? not 
knowing that the goodnefs of Gow leadeth 
thee to repentance.” -. | 

Leſt any ſhould. take 5 to 1 


tinate, becauſe God is patient, or to hope 


that all may yet end well, merely becauſe 
the ſtroke of juſtice hath been fuſpended; 
give me leave to read a paſfage, that bears 
4 very unfovareble aſpect te their confident 

Ne 


* 
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preſumption. It is in Prov. i. 24—28. 
46 Becauſe I have called, and ye refuled; 1 


| have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 


regarded ; but ye have ſet at nought all my 
counſel, and would none of my reproof: 
I alfo will laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock, when your fear cometh ; — then ſhall 
they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; 
they ſhall ſeek me . but they ſhall not 
find me.“ 

Since, therefore, you are warned, by 
every conſideration, to flee from the wrath 
to come; ſince the golpel pleads its pro- 
miſes, and the law, its terrors; ſince former 
judgments are a pledge of future indigna- 
tion; ſince no ſecurity can be drawn from 
Divine long-ſuffering, and even the mercy 


that {pares, may eventually tend to enhance 


condemnation ; ſince time flies, and life, at 
beſt, hangs by a thread ; ſince the miniſters 
of the goſpel beieech you as CRHRIST's em- 


baſſadors, and even death itfelf preaches 


2 loudly 


joudly to a ſupine wo 
warnings that have been for years delivered 
from this pulpit, I though unworthy, have 


added my teſtimony ; and ſince both he 


who ſpeaks, and they who hear, will ere 
long be in eternity; I entreat you; as you 
value your own ſouls, or regard the honor 


of the Loxp Jesus that you treaſure up the 


exhortation of the day, and conſult your 
everlaſting intereſts, This may be the laſt 
warnin g that ſome in the congregation may 
receive. And if the laſt, may it prove an 


effectual one! For, it is in vain to warn in 


death, As, therefore, a man would fly 
from a houſe in flames, or in à ruinous 
condition, leſt he ſhould periſh in the fall 
of it ; with equal expedition ſhould you eſ- 


cape from that indignation, which like ſome 


black cloud is ready to burſt on a guilty 
world. And, though falſe friendſhip with 
its alluring voice, or the world with a thou- 
land promiſes as deluſive as fair, ſhould 
g tempt 


7 * 


tempt you to ſtay, or ſolicit your regard ; 
remember, your life, your ſalvation, your 
ſoul, and eternity is at ſtake, Fly in- 
ſtantly, and with reſolution, Here, if ever, 
delays are dangerous. If friends or relations 
refuſe to accompany you in your progrels, 
80 without them. Leave all for Cazisr : 
he left all for you. Therefore, as the An- 


gel ſaid to Lot when he lingered to leave 


Sodom, ſo 1 ſay to this whole audience. 


«« Eſcape for thy life; look not behind thee, 
neither ſtay thou in all the plain: eſcape 


to the mountain, leſt thou be conſumed.” ” 


Gen, xix. 17. 


THE END. 
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